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“When the prison doors are opened, the real dragon will fly out”
Ho Chi Minh

Revolutionary Greetings,
Welcome to our National Jericho Movement Newsletter. Thank you to all of our members and affiliations
who contribute critical information regarding our Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War as well as updates on
activities, events and actions.
Moving forward, we stand in fierce determination and solidarity to free our remaining Political Prisoner's and
Prisoner's of War still languishing behind the dungeon walls. Much work has been done by Jericho and other
organizations, and there is still much more work to do.
With 20 years behind us and much work ahead, Jericho is growing and is taking on new projects and
missions. Our shared vision is that we will reach a time in this country (and others) wherein there will be no
more Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War. We envision the day when they all will walk free and into their
families arms-who have been waiting for decades. We hope you join us in making this a reality.

“Conventional wisdom would have one believe that it is insane to resist this, the mightiest of empires, but
what history really shows is that today's empire is tomorrow's ashes; that nothing lasts forever, and that to
not resist is to acquiesce in your own oppression. The greatest form of sanity that anyone can exercise is to
resist that force that is trying to repress, oppress, and fight down the human spirit.”
―Mumia Abu-Jamal
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Jericho Tributes & Announcements
In Memory of our Beloved Brother and
Co-Chairperson of the National Jericho Movement
ABDUL JABBAR CALIPH
May 16, 1961 - October 8, 2018
“innallahi wa innallayhi raji’oon”
(Surely from Allah we came and to Him we shall return)

(Abdul Jabbar, front center kneeling)
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(Abdul Jabbar in wheelchair)

Please Join in remembering and celebrating the life and times of Brother Abdul Jabbar Caliph. Brother
Abdul Jabbar has touched hundreds of folks – young and old – by educating and encouraging us to become
involved in the struggle for a better life, for self-determination and the right to defend our communities
against exploitation, fratricide, racism and state sponsored violence. His energy and zeal stands alone and
is irreplaceable. On November 18, 2018 a Celebration of Life/40 Day Ascension Ceremony will take place.
Jericho Chair, Jihad Abdulmumit and family will attend to honor brother/comrade Abdul Jabbar and
represent Jericho.
"Join us for a celebration of the life and work of our transitioned comrade and veteran Abdul Jabbar Caliph.
This is the 40th day after his passing and we come together to remember his spirit and love of the people.
Hosted by:
Aging People in Prison-Human Rights Campaign
George Jackson Univ.
Jericho Movement
Pan-African Internationalist Organizing Committee
Ujima People's Progress Political
Please contact us at (443) 826-9654 for details. “
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/events/567361593721956/
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In Memory of our Beloved Comrade & Brother
MELVIN DICKSON
Former BPP, Publisher CCBPP, Chair Oakland Jericho
11/15/1940 – 10/25/2018
-“innallahi wa innallayhi raji’oon”
(Surely from Allah we came and to Him we shall return)

Melvin Dickson made the transition to join his ancestors on October 25, 2018, in Berkeley, California. He
was 77 years old. Melvin was a long-time and dedicated member of the Black Panther Party, which shaped
his thinking and commitment to the interests of all people for the rest of his life. After his service in the
Party, Melvin spent the next 20 plus years as publisher of the Commemorator newspaper, which honored
the legacy of the Black Panther Party. By the end of his life, he had collected original copies of all issues of
the Black Panther newspaper, published weekly for 13 years, maintaining the most significant such
collection in the country.
Melvin fully embodied the politics that he taught – to end oppression and free all political prisoners. He
created and maintained many programs in the community e.g., the Little Bobby Hutton Literacy Program;
he was the chair of the Oakland Jericho Chapter; and a board member for the Solidarity committee for
Political Prisoner, Jalil Muntaqim. Melvin also supported the mission of many community organizations
and peoples. He was always willing to lend a hand when help was needed. As a human being, our beloved
elder, comrade, Baba ... was strong, humble, and kind. He loved the community and especially focused on
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the children as the hope for the future. Though Melvin had no biological children, he mentored and
supported many, many young people over his life, who came to see him as a father figure.
A tribute/memorial service is being planned for December 8, 2018 in Oakland, CA. Please see our FB page
at: https://www.facebook.com/events/346448506114494/ and gofundme at: Melvin's Gofundme:
https://www.gofundme.com/ebbcrp
“All Power to the People”

-Michael Africa : On October 22, 2018 Michael Africa was released from prison after serving 40 unjust
years of oppression.

MOVE 9 Member Mike Africa Released on Parole After 40 Years in Prison October 23, 2018
"Earlier today, MOVE member Mike Africa was released from prison after 40 years of incarceration. Mike
was released on parole from SCI Phoenix in Skippak Township this morning.
Mike was imprisoned since August 8, 1978, following an altercation between the Philadelphia police and
the MOVE Organization. Mike is one of 9 MOVE members, collectively known as the “MOVE 9,” who were
convicted and sentenced to 30-100 years in prison following the altercation.
Mike’s wife Debbie Africa was also one of the MOVE 9. Debbie was eight months pregnant at the time of
the incident and gave birth in jail to their son, Mike Africa Jr. Mike Sr. has been incarcerated for his son’s
entire life and today was the first opportunity for the father and son to spend time together outside of
prison. Mike Sr. and his wife Debbie maintained their relationship despite both being in incarcerated and
separated from one other for 40 years. In June of this year, Debbie became the first member of the MOVE 9
to be released from prison. Today marks the first time that Mike Sr., Debbie and their son Mike Jr. have ever
spent time all together. “After being born in jail and never being with my parents, I’m happy to be with my
mom and dad at home for the first time ever in forty years,” said Mike Africa, Jr. He continued “But this
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struggle isn’t over. There are still MOVE members behind bars who deserve to be reunited with their
families and loved ones, just like my mom and dad can now be with me and the rest of their family.”

Mike Sr. has been eligible for parole since 2008 and went before the Pennsylvania Board or Probation and
Parole (PBPP) for the tenth time in September of this year. Mike’s legal team submitted a packet in support
of his parole petition, detailing Mike’s exemplary prison record, his educational accomplishments in
prison and over 75 letters in support of parole. These included letters from religious leaders, retired DOC
staff who knew him personally and former prisoners who described the positive influence Mike had on
them. Mike also received recommendations for parole from the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections
(DOC), Corrections expert and former DOC Secretary Martin Horn, and the Philadelphia District Attorney’s
Office.
One of Mike’s lawyers, Brad Thomson, of the Chicago-based People’s Law Office, said, “Mike’s record in
prison was exceptional and demonstrated that he was an excellent candidate for parole. With this decision,
the Parole Board recognizes that Mike, like Debbie, and the rest of the MOVE 9, poses absolutely no threat
to the community.” Thomson went on to say, “This victory would not have been possible without the
decades of organizing and advocacy spearheaded by the MOVE organization and their supporters.”
Bret Grote, of Abolitionist Law Center, another lawyer for the MOVE 9, stated, “This historic release of Mike
Africa renders the Parole Board’s decision to deny the rest of the MOVE 9 all the more incomprehensible.
For example, Janet and Janine Africa have both maintained DOC records that are as exemplary as Mike’s
and essentially identical to that of Debbie, yet they were inexplicably denied parole this past May.” Grote
and Thomson recently filed petitions for habeas corpus on behalf of Janet and Janine in federal court,
challenging their parole denials. In addition to Janet and Janine, three other members of the MOVE 9
remain incarcerated, as two (Merle Africa and Phil Africa) died in custody. All five surviving members of
the MOVE 9 (Janet, Janine, Chuck, Eddie and Delbert Africa) have been eligible for parole since 2008 and
have been repeatedly denied parole when appearing before the PBPP.
During the August 8, 1978 altercation, a Philadelphia police officer was killed and following a highly
politicized and controversial trial, the MOVE 9 were convicted of third-degree homicide. All nine were
sentenced to 30-100 years in prison.
Contacts: Brad Thomson, bradjaythomson[at]gmail.com ,773-297-9689 Mike Africa Jr.,
MikeAfricaJr@gmail.com https://abolitionistlawcenter.org/2018/10/23/media-release-move-9member-mike-africa-released-on-parole-after-40-years-in-prison/
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-Acknowledging those who Deserve it. By Jericho Member/Comrade AbdudDharr Abdullah
“In the spirit of unity, intensifying our struggle for Justice, liberation, independence and self-determination
and in an effort to enhance our ability to reach those objectives; the following is presented as constructive
criticism. This is not to denigrate, disparage nor vilify those who are to be commended for challenging the
system and all of its institutionalized, systemic injustices that are a threat to the human rights of us all. It
is, however, a call for a long overdue gesture to be forthcoming from those who are at the forefront of
today’s campaign for ‘social-justice’! This author, along with a large host of others, has been calling for the
issue of U.S. held Political Prisoners and P.O.W.’s to be included in the narrative of the many ‘social-justice’
topics raised in discussions and protests that have taken, and continue to take, place all across the country.
It is with much dismay and disappointment that, for whatever reason, our pleas, thus far, seem to ‘fall-ondeaf-ears’. These Political Prisoners and P.O.W.’s embody, personify and represent; through their practical
examples, efforts and work; the essence of the struggle for Justice. It is unacceptable that the call for their
freedom and unconditional release continues to be diminished, ignored and overlooked by those who, in
these contemporary times, claim to be waging the fight for the same cause. These Political Prisoners, who
are being held due to their political associations, activities and views, are the undisputed forerunners of
today’s call for ‘social-justice’. How can today’s activists claim to love Assata Shakur while they ignore, and
refuse to champion the call for the release of, her liberators? How can they claim endearment to the Cause
of Truth and Justice while they discount, and fail to demand the release of, those whom have lanquished
behind bars, some for 40+ and 50 years, for waging the struggle around many of the exact same issues
which, half a century later, continue to go unresolved?
The Black Panther Party for Self-Defense was formed to end the indiscriminate murder of People by the
police which is the main issue lying at the center of today’s ‘social-justice’ campaign. Yet, there is no
mention of its members who languish behind bars for the sacrifices they made on behalf of those who
‘take-to-the-streets’ today in pursuit of the same basic rights that were at the center of the revolutionary
struggle that has laid dormant for the past four decades.
Those of BYP100 and Black Lives Matter and other youth based groups, initiatives and organizations; by
their failure, refusal and/or reluctance to make the imprisonment and plight of U.S. held Political Prisoners
central in their narrative surrounding the issues they so fervently promote; are proving themselves to be
somewhat disingenuous, insincere and lacking any serious resolve to usher in an era of real change: an era
of change that can only come about through the sort of revolutionary, liberation struggle that these
Political Prisoners initiated in the mid 60’s.
It is regretful, at best, that they fail to support the demand for the release of these revolutionaries and
‘servants-of-the-People’ who, unselfishly, ‘put-their-lives-on-the-line’ and have sacrificed their freedom in
efforts to bring an end to the exact same ‘state-sanctioned’ policies that allow the police to continue killing
our People with impunity. There is no reasonable excuse for the continued failure and reluctance, on the
part of today's activists, to neglect using their platform to familiarize, popularize and publicize the
American People of the fact that this government holds Political Prisoners who had the dignity, honor, selfrespect and self-worth to put 'their-lives-on-the-line'in open defiance of the numerous travesties of Justice
committed by the government against People of Afrikan descent and their First Nation and Latino
counterparts. Those who aspire to be political-activists and revolutionaries must shun the moderate, safe
posture of ‘reformers’. Instead they must develop, embrace and promote an uncompromising, unflinching
revolutionary platform that prioritizes the unconditional release of all COINTELPRO era Political
Prisoners, in particular, and the entire collective of U.S. held P.P.’s, in general.
This is an open call, to all who advocate for Truth and Justice, to include the plight of U.S. held Political
Prisoners and Prisoners of War in your conversations, demands, negotiations and speeches. These men
and women embody and personify the very essence of the 'spirit of struggle' that has been embraced and
exhibited by our Champions throughout our sojourn in these territories. It is imperative that their Cause
become our Cause; so that we can build upon the work they started and carry-on the revolutionary
struggle they initiated to a satisfactory end. “
"To overlook or ignore our Political Prisoners/POWs plea's for Freedom,
is akin to Betrayal" ...A.M.
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Chairman's Corner
Greetings!
As-salaamu ‘alaykum!
On October 22, 2018 Michael Africa was released from prison after serving 40 unjust years of oppression.
He joins his wife, Debbie Africa - released several months earlier - family and community. The struggle
continues to free the remaining MOVE members: Janet Holloway Africa, Janine Phillips Africa, Charles Sims
Africa, Delbert Orr Africa, and Edward Goodman Africa. The cost of being free can be enormous. The
financial and economic challenges confronting everyday people are exacerbated for those released from
prison, especially after spending decades. Black Panthers Herman Bell and Robert Seth Hayes, also
released earlier this year after serving over 40 years - are continually struggling to have their basic needs
met. Calls are repeatedly being made for financial assistance for them.
All Political Prisoners who have been released from prison, even those released decades ago, still face
economic hardships. Sisters and brothers in the Political Prisoner Movement and from other organizations
have been taking on the task of raising monies to support our released comrades and to give necessary
compensation for the stellar legal teams and attorneys responsible for the legalities of their release.
Those wonderful sisters and brothers involved in the movement to free all political prisoners and to
challenge the systemic and historic social, political and economic conditions that resulted in their capture
also routinely face economic challenges and hardships. I say all this to say that as time goes on, it is our
hope that we develop and establish viable means of survival, infrastructure, and progressive development
for personal and collective sustainability in this day and age. It’s essential for the continued existence of
this and any people’s human rights movement.
Donate, support and Build to Win!
“We are our own liberators!” – Jalil Abdulmuntaqim
In solidarity,
Jihad Abdulmumit
Chair, National Jericho

National Jericho Movement Annual Retreat Briefing
On the week of November 3 rd and 4th, the Jericho Movement had its annual planning Retreat in Portland,
Oregon. The Steering Committee and Advisory Board were hosted by Adam Carpinelli of Portland, Oregon.
In all its planning on the best strategies to free Political Prisoners, provide support to families, and oversee
medical issues and emergencies, Jericho recognizes the overarching vision of doing its part in building a
new society, free of dog-eat-dog capitalism and its, championing the right to self-determination, and
human rights and respect for everyone. The recognizing and freeing of Political Prisoners is leaving no
warrior behind, and protecting all present and future warriors who stand up against systems of injustice,
exploitation, and oppression. Jericho Strong! (Pictures in next Newsletter!)
In solidarity,
Jihad Abdulmumit
Chair, National Jericho
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Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War
POLITICAL PRISONER OF THE MONTH

Edward Poindexer
Affiliation: Black Panther Party
Prison Address
#27767--Nebraska State Penitentiary
P.O. Box 2500
Lincoln, NE 68542
United States
Birthday: November 1, 1944
Captured: 1971-life

“Ed then and now Edward Poindexter pictured the day of his arrest and in 2016 in prison where he still

remains (credits: Omaha Police Department/Mary Loan)
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Nebraska Vs David Rice ( Mondo We Langa ) RIP & Ed Poindexter The Omaha 2
Edward Poindexter was born November 1, 1944 at the Logan Fontenelle housing project in Omaha,
Nebraska. Living a segregated childhood, Ed rarely ventured outside of the Near-Northside. Poindexter
volunteered for the Army within months of graduating from North High School where he was active on
sports teams.
“I went to basic training at Fort Leonard Wood and my next duty station was Frankfurt, Germany, and then
I came back to the States and I re-enlisted….I went to another school at Fort Lee, Virginia. And from there
to Fort Lewis, Washington, for a couple of months and then to Vietnam.” Ed became politically conscious
while serving in Vietnam where he spent time in the stockade for fighting.
Ed received an honorable discharge from the Army, found a job, lost his wife, and moved, all in a short
period of time as he made his transition to civilian life. “Following my discharge from the Army I took a job
for a few months at the post office in Atlanta, Georgia. Gloria had agreed to join me later after I got settled
in. It never happened, as she began accusing me of having affairs and spending my money on drugs. She
was right and we separated. I was at a crossroads in my life.”
Ed’s sister mailed him an article on the Black Panther Party while he was in the Army and he was intrigued
at the time. Suddenly events in his life provided Poindexter an opportunity to explore Black Panther
activism in his hometown. “After hearing about a Black Panther Party chapter in Omaha, I decided it was
time that I made my life count for something.” “From the first Panther meeting I attended, I knew it was my
calling to become a revolutionary black militant, because I never felt more of a sense of belonging or a
sense of kinship with any real organization before. It’s difficult to explain, but I just knew I belonged.”
“I attended a Panther meeting…and instantly fell in love with the concept of the Black Revolutionary
Marxist, socialism and everything associated with it.”
“One of the important lessons I learned during my work with the Black Panther Party was how to
communicate with people and how to resolve problems in a creative, intelligent manner. I was proud of
myself, as I’d come a long way from the days when I’d bust someone in the mouth first, then talk later.”
Despite Poindexter’s new communication skills he was a target of a harassment campaign by the Omaha
Police Department and the clandestine COINTELPRO operation of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Joining the competing police rivalry to get Poindexter off the streets was agent Thomas Sledge of the
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Division. Convicted after a controversial trial that was marred with
conflicting testimony, false testimony, withheld evidence, and planted evidence, Poindexter is serving a life
without parole sentence for the August 17, 1970 murder of Omaha policeman Larry Minard.
Poindexter’s co-defendant, Wopashitwe Mondo Eyen we Langa, then David Rice, was also sentenced to life
without parole and died at the maximum-security Nebraska State Penitentiary in March 2016.
Ed Poindexter has never wavered in his steadfast denial of any guilt or role in the Minard murder and
continues to maintain his innocence. “I was unjustly accused of a crime I did not commit.”
The story of Ed Poindexter, the flawed investigation, prosecution, and trial is now available in my new
book, FRAMED: J. Edgar Hoover, COINTELPRO & the Omaha Two story, in print edition at Amazon and in
ebook format at Kindle. Portions of the book may also be read free online at NorthOmahaHistory.com.
Source: Richardson Reports” https://richardsonreports.wordpress.com/2018/07/31/black-pantherprisoner-edward-poindexter-serving-life-without-parole-in-nebraska-prison/
https://newafrikan77.wordpress.com/2018/07/31/black-panther-prisoner-edward-poindexter-servinglife-without-parole-in-nebraska-prison/

Medical Updates
Kamau Sadiki -Please hold off on any more calls and letters to the prisons
“is a former member of the Black Panther Party. At the age of 17 he dedicated his life to the service
of his people. He worked out of the Jamaica, Queens office of the Black Panther Party. Having
internalized the 10 Point Program and Platform, the 3 Main Rules of Discipline and 8 Points of
Attention, Kamau used his knowledge to guide his organizing efforts within the Black Community.
Please hold off on any more calls and letters to the prisons
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"From Ksisay on Nov. 14th:
Good morning all,
My father emailed me this morning.
His Email:
First, and and always, peace and love to everyone.
I sat down with my chronic care doctor and we came to an agreement on future options concerning my
feet. I'm scheduled for the first phase of the options that my chronic care doctor and I had agreed to. In
fact, it should be this Thursday (tomorrow).
Kamau
From Jericho National Chair Jihad Abdulmumit
Dear Comrades,
As-salaamu 'alaykum.
Please reference the message from Kamau's daughter. It appears that Kamau will be receiving additional
attention and options besides amputation of his foot. Please hold off on any more calls and letters to the
prisons, as now that may defeat the purpose.
I have spoken directly to Ksisay and Kamau's attorney.
Jericho will remain vigilant and ready to respond to what comes next."

Legal Updates
-New evidence of Castille’s bias in Mumia Abu-Jamal case
By Betsey Piette posted on October 30, 2018
"As supporters demonstrated in the streets outside Philadelphia’s Criminal Justice Center on Oct. 29,
inside the courthouse attorneys for political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal presented new arguments of
substantive bias by former District Attorney Ronald Castille as grounds for granting Abu-Jamal’s petition.
Abu-Jamal’s initial petition, filed in August 2016, is based on the 2016 U.S. Supreme Court ruling in
Williams v. Pennsylvania that found due process was violated when Castille participated in the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s consideration of William’s appeal in a capital post-conviction case. Castille,
in his previous position as district attorney of Philadelphia, had approved decisions to seek the death
penalty. The SCOTUS ruling established that a petitioner is entitled to relief when a reasonable observer
could conclude that a judge harbored disqualifying bias against the petitioner.
Representing Abu-Jamal, Judith Ritter and Samuel Spital asked Common Court of Appeals Judge Leon
Tucker to vacate Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s decisions that denied Abu-Jamal’s right to appeal his 1983
capital conviction, stemming from the death of Philadelphia police officer Daniel Faulkner. The appeal is
asking for Abu-Jamal’s right to a new evidentiary hearing.
The petition was first heard on April 24, 2017. Since January 2018, when Philadelphia’s current district
attorney, Larry Krasner, took office, six additional hearings have been held. At each the Commonwealth has
sought to deny Abu-Jamal’s petition, claiming “no evidence exists” of Castille’s direct involvement in AbuJamal’s case while he served as district attorney.
New evidence surfaces
The lawyers’ new amendment is based on two pieces of evidence that came to light during searches of
hundreds of boxes of files looking for a letter written by DA Castille in June 1990 to then Gov. Robert P.
Casey. An initial search of files in September 2017 uncovered a draft for a letter written on Castille’s behalf
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by former Deputy DA Gaele Barthold. Her June 1, 1990, memo to Castille states, “As discussed, I have
drafted a letter to Governor Casey for your signature, Ron, requesting that death warrants be issued in
appropriate Philadelphia County death cases.” For full article please see:
https://www.workers.org/2018/10/30/new-evidence-of-castilles-bias-in-mumia-abu-jamal-case/
Freedom Fighter Sundiata Acoli back at FCI Cumberland"Sundiata was brought to Trenton for a parole
hearing. He received a three-year hit and is now back at FCI Cumberland. Please take the time to write to
Sundiata and let him know he is in our hearts and on our minds:
Sundiata Acoli (C. Squire) #39794-066
FCI Cumberland, P.O. Box 1000, Cumberland, MD 21501
Address the envelope to C. Squire. He was using his own name at Trenton, but BOP has him as C. Squire.
NEW BOP MAILING RULES REQUIRE WHITE PAPER ONLY, WHITE ENVELOPES ONLY AND NO MAILING
LABELS. INMATE ADDRESS AND SENDER'S ADDRESS MUST BE WRITTEN BY HAND ON THE ENVELOPE."

-Jalil Muntaqim

-Let's Bring Jalil Muntaqim Home on Parole in 2018!
“Since Jalil's parole hearing has been postponed until December 2018. There is still time for friends and
supporters to write letters for him.
To write a letter in you own words in support of parole for Jalil, address to:
Senior Offender Rehabilitation Coordinator
Sullivan Correctional Facility
325 Riverside Drive
Fallsburg, New York 12733
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BUT SEND TO:
Nora Carroll
The Parole Preparation Project
168 Canal Street, 6th Floor
New York, NY 10013
The subject line should be "Anthony Bottom 77-A-4283"
We are making an effort to include letters of support for Jalil that are personalized and from people who
are familiar with him and his work. If you want further instructions for how to write a strong, personalized
letter of support, please email carroll.nora@gmail.com. “
Also, please send a copy of your letter to Jalil for his files: Anthony Bottom #77A4283, Sullivan
Correctional Facility, P.O. Box 116, Fallsburg, NY 12733-0116

-Habeas Petitions Filed To Free Move Members Janet and Janine Africa

"(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) Today, the Abolitionist Law Center and the Peoples Law Office filed Habeas
motions in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania on behalf of Janet
Hollaway Africa and Janine Phillips Africa of the MOVE 9, to appeal the decision of the Pennsylvania Board
of Probation and Parole (board) to deny them parole in May of 2018. Despite maintaining favorable
recommendations and receiving no disciplinary infractions for decades, Janet and Janine were denied
parole even though others similarly situated were released by the board.
In May of 2018, the board ruled the petitioners should not be granted parole due to their lack of remorse,
minimization of the offenses committed, and an unfavorable recommendation of the prosecutor. One of the
many issues the petitioners, through their attorneys, raise is the erroneous justifications used to deny
them parole because the board’s false allegations are contradicted in the record. While the board stated
there was opposition to their release, there was in fact support from the district attorney’s office. As such
the motion argues the board violated substantive due process rights of Janet and Janine by denying them
appeal for reasons that do not include rehabilitative and deterrent purposes. Not only do the petitioners
have a favorable recommendation in support of their release, they also have family and community
support, employment options, and access to stable housing. Moreover, the petitioners have accepted
responsibility for their actions before the board, in their community,and with their advocacy works.
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The Parole Board’s decision to deny Janet and Janine was completely arbitrary and lacked any rational
basis. The justifications provided by the Board are contradicted by the evidence, including the false claim
that the District Attorney’s Office opposed parole. Janet and Janine are well deserving of parole-DOC staff
describe both women as model prisoners, they have not had a disciplinary incident in decades and they’ve
both participated in community fundraisers, the dog training program and other social programs inside of
prison. ~ Attorney Brad Thomson
In addition to Janet, Janine and Mike Sr., three other members of the MOVE 9 remain incarcerated, as two
died in custody. During the August 8, 1978 altercation, a Philadelphia police officer was killed and
following a highly politicized trial, the MOVE 9 were convicted of third-degree homicide. All nine were
sentenced to 30-100 years in prison. The six surviving members of the MOVE 9 are all eligible for parole."
Contact: Brad Thomson, People’s Law Office, 773.235.0070 ext. 123, BradJayThomson@gmail.com
Bret Grote, Abolitionist Law Center, 412.654.9070, bretgrote@abolitionistlawcenter.org

-Philly, Mon., Oct. 29: Pack the Court 4 Mumia
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"When a cause comes along and you know in your bones that it is just, yet refuse to defend it--at the
moment you begin to die. And I have never seen so many corpses walking around talking about justice"Mumia Abu-Jamal

November Birthdays
(please send a card)

Ed Poindexter: #27767 Birthday: 11/1/44

Nebraska State Penitentiary, P.O. Box 2500, Lincoln, NE 68542
Captured: 1971-life
“A breakthrough in Poindexter’s case could have important ramifications for Mondo we Langa (formerly
known as David Rice, gone to the ancestors), who exhausted his appeals thirty years ago. Amnesty
International has classified Mondo we Langa and Ed Poindexter -- known as the Omaha Two at the time of
their trial in 1971 -- as “prisoners of conscience.”
Larry Hoover: #86063-024 Birthday: 11/30/50
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Florence ADMAX, P.O. Box 8500, Florence, CO 81226
Captured: 1973 –150 years
“Excerpt from 1993 Call For Peace: "…And finally, in my sincere appeal for peace and unity: Those of us
that have experienced being our brothers’ keeper — We must educate our members around us. Education
brings about awareness. Awareness generates the ability to think. Our youth must know the end result of
crime is shame, disgrace, and imprisonment to themselves, as well as the community. We must come to the
point of outlawing those who willfully disrupt our communities and our call for peace and unity. “
http://newafrikan77.wordpress.com/ “

October Birthdays
It's Never to Late to Send a Card!
Imam Jamil Al-Amin- Birthday: October 4, 1943

Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee
Contact Information
Prison Address
#99974-555 USP Tucson
P.O. Box 24550
Tucson, AZ 85734
United States
Affiliation: Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee
Captured: 2000- Life No Parole (Georgia to Federal custody)

16

“The prosecutor in the Atlanta case after the conviction said, "After 24 years we've finally gotten him,"
which means the prosecutor was counting back to the day when Jamil walked out of a prison in New York
City. So this case in Atlanta...was and is an extension of the targeting."
http://imamjamilactionnetwork.weebly.com/
https://twitter.com/imamjamilalamin

David Gilbert- Birthday: October 6th 1944

Contact Information
Prison Address
#83A6158 -Wende Correctional Facility
3040 Wende Rd.
Alden, NY 14004
United States
Affiliation: ANTI-IMPERIALIST POLITICAL PRISONER
Captured: October 20, 1981. Sentence: 75 years to life.
“The starting point for me is identifying with other people. That solidarity, that tenderness, mandates
standing with the oppressed---the vast majority—against the power structure…The Civil Rights Movement
also showed me more of a sense of humanity and nobility of purpose than I found in the white suburbs
where I grew up.”*
Political Autobiography, David Gilbert - 10/13/08
"The starting point for me is a deep identification with other people. That solidarity, that tenderness,
means always standing with the oppressed. The children suffering malnutrition in Africa, the women and
girls sold into sexual bondage in Thailand, the orphans scavenging in the streets of Sao Paulo, the gay man
beaten to death in Wyoming, those still homeless in New Orleans due to the man-made disaster that
followed hurricane Katrina … they are all precious human beings whose lives matter.
Reality burst into my consciousness with the Greensboro sit-in of February 1960, when I was 15. I guess I
had been unusually naive in fervently believing in America’s rhetoric about democracy and equality. That
promise was totally belied by the blatant racism, as well as the U.S. practice of imposing brutal
dictatorships on Third World nations around the globe. The Civil Rights Movement also showed me a more
profound sense of humanity and nobility of purpose than anything I’d found in the white suburbs where
I’d grown up.
In 1962 I joined the Congress of Racial Equality, and in 1965 I started the Committee to End the War in
Vietnam at Columbia University. I was a founding member of the SDS (Students for a Democratic Society)
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chapter there in 1965, wrote the first national SDS pamphlet to name the system as “U.S. Imperialism” in
1967, and participated in the Columbia strike of 1968. By the late 1960’s, the rise of the women’s
movement combined with firm, constructive efforts by women comrades showed me the importance of
opposing sexism and of striving to live our humanist values in our personal relationships.
In 1970, responding to the murderous government assault on the Black Liberation Movement and on the
unending, massive bombings of Vietnam, some of us went underground to raise the level of resistance,
forming the Weather Underground Organization, which functioned for 7 years. By the end of the 1970s,
after the WUO dissolved, I tried to work more directly as an ally of the black liberation struggle. On
10/20/81 I was captured when a unit of the Black Liberation Army and allied white revolutionaries
attempted to take funds from a Brinks truck, with the tragic results of a shoot-out in which a guard and
two policemen were killed. Subsequently, Mtayari Shabaka Sundiata was killed by police, while many other
comrades were captured and given long sentences. I was convicted under New York’s “Felony Murder” law.
That means that even with no allegations of doing any shooting, any participant in a robbery bears full
legal responsibility for all the deaths that occur. I was given 75 years to life and cannot even be considered
for parole before 2056. Any hope for my eventual release is totally bound up with qualitative social change
for all, advances big enough to lead to the recognition of PPs in the U.S. and/or major reform of draconian
sentencing structures.
In prison, I’ve tried to continue to contribute to the struggle through my political writings and through
correspondence with younger generation activists. Also, after my co-defendant Kuwasi Balagoon died of
AIDS on 12/13/86, I became a pioneer in initiating peer AIDS education programs in prisons and did
intense AIDS counseling and education work for the next 13 years.
Kathy Boudin and I have a son, Chesa, who was only 14 months old when we were busted. He was raised
as part of the family of our close friends and has grown to be an accomplished, caring and thoughtful
young man. Thanks to him and also the many fine family and friends who’ve stood by me, I’m blessed with
a tremendous amount of love in my life. Recently family and friends have formed a group to provide
support and look out for my legal interests. They can be reached at:
Friends of David Gilbert, P0 BOX 7326, Capitol Station, Albany, NY 12224
or freedavidgilbert@gmail.com.
Jalil Muntaqim (Anthony Bottom)- Birthday: October 18, 1951
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BLACK PANTHER PARTY-BLACK LIBERATION ARMY
Contact Information
Prison Address
Anthony Bottom
#77A4283 Sullivan Correctional Facility,
P.O. Box 116
Fallsburg, NY 12733-0116
United States
(845) 434-2080
Affiliations: Black Panther Party, Black Liberation Army
Captured: AUGUST 28, 1971: 25 years to Life
“Given the fact, neither the capitalist economic system or electoral politics benefits the majority of
Americans, but rather serves the interest of corporate entities that according to law are persons, as
Americans are considered commerce property, there is no wonder there is a need for a new American
Revolution!”
Jalil was 19 years old when he was arrested. He is a former member of the Black Panther Party and the
Black Liberation Army. For the past 45 years, Jalil has been a political prisoner, and one of the New York
Three (NY3), in retaliation for his activism in the 1960s and early 1970s.
Many of Jalil's writing can be found on his website http://freejalil.com/
http://www.kersplebedeb.com/mystuff/profiles/ny3.html
Author
U.S. Prisoner
Edward Goodman Africa-Birthday: October 31, 1949

MOVE POLITICAL PRISONER
Contact Information
Prison Address
#AM4974--301 Morea Road,
Frackville, PA 17932
United States
Affiliation: MOVE Captured: 1978.
“I am now a committed MOVE member and disciple of JOHN AFRICA. I want to say that I had no intention
of becoming a revolutionary, this system encouraged me, pushed me to become a revolutionary, JOHN
AFRICA provided the direction. ONTHEMOVE”
For more information on the MOVE 9 see http://onamove.com and http://move9parole.blogspot.com
U.S. Prisoner

19

The National Jericho Movement sends our Beloved PP's/POW's
Love, Respect, and Honor as we Celebrate your Birthday with continued hope and
Determination for Freedom-Now!

Political Prisoners/POW's Art, Writings, Statements, Interviews
-Jalil Muntaqim

Interview by Producer, Director, and Editor Messiah Rhodes
An especially timely interview, please watch!
EPISODE 8: A BLACK PANTHER IN PRISON: JALIL MUNTAQIM by Messiah Rhodes
Producer, Director, and Editor Messiah Rhodes sits down with Jalil Muntaqim.
“Special Thanks to Parole Prep NY: paroleprepny.org/ ABOUT THE PRODUCER:
Messiah Rhodes is a New York City based film maker whose documentaries have been screened at
documentary film festivals and featured on websites such as the New York Daily News, Village Voice,
Current TV, Huffington Post, MoveOn, VICE, and many others.”
http://weinterruptthisprogram.org/episode-8-a-black-panther-in-prison-jalil-muntaqim-by-messiahrhodes
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Community Calls for Action
-Week of Action to Free Georges Abdallah - 17-24 October
“Ahmad Sa’adat calls for all to join actions for Georges Abdallah in letter from Israeli prison
Samidoun Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity Network received the following statement from Ahmad Sa’adat,
the imprisoned General Secretary of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, where he is held in
Israeli prison. Sa’adat is encouraging all Palestinians and friends of Palestine to participate in the Week of
Action to Free Georges Abdallah, taking place from 17-24 October.
See the list of events and ways you can heed Sa’adat’s call and join the week of action below his statement:
On behalf of the prisoners of the Popular Front and the Palestinian prisoners’ movement, I extend our
greetings and salutes to all those organizing for freedom for Georges Ibrahim Abdallah as he enters his
35th year inside French colonial jails. In particular, I urge the Palestinian and Arab masses and their
liberation movements and all friends of Palestine and our struggle around the world to join in the Week of
Action to Free Georges Ibrahim Abdallah, from October 17-24, organized by Samidoun Palestinian
Prisoner Solidarity Network and the international campaign to free Georges Abdallah.
We urge all to march in Lannemezan on 20 October in the national march organized by the tireless
comrades who struggle, day in and day out, for the freedom of comrade Georges and our freedom in
Palestine. For us, inside Israeli prisons, Georges Abdallah is a fellow struggler and a fellow Palestinian
prisoner. We call him “the General of the prisoners of the PFLP.” He is part of us – one with us in unity and
common struggle. We feel his support and participation in our struggle across seas and through iron bars
and prison walls. He returns meals with our hunger strikes, his heart beats for Palestine just as his politics
centers its liberation, and he has spent decades imprisoned because of his commitment to the liberation of
the Palestinian and Arab people.
Indeed, Georges Abdallah is an icon of resistance. With his clear analysis and involvement in all struggles
for justice inside France and around the world, he refuses all attempts to isolate and silence him. His case
also shows quite clearly just how strongly U.S. and French imperialism are tied to Zionism and the
colonization of Palestine.
Just as the French state celebrates with the war criminal Netanyahu to inagurate a “France-Israel season”
as his troops shoot down our people in Gaza as they march in the Great March of Return, we know that
this is the same France that slaughtered 1.5 million Algerians in its colonial wars in the Arab world. And
just as the people of Algeria defeated French colonialism after paying the highest price in blood and
sacrifice for their freedom, we know that Georges Ibrahim Abdallah will win.
And as the United States – itself a colonial settler state built on the genocide of Indigenous peoples and the
enslavement of Black people – attempts to liquidate the Palestinian cause, erase our fundamental right to
return and label our resistance as “terrorist,” it has repeatedly interfered to keep Georges Abdallah behind
bars. From Condoleeza Rice to Hillary Clinton, consecutive Secretaries of State have demanded that our
beloved freedom fighter be kept behind bars.
Of course, this is no surprise. Imperialism and Zionism stand together to construct prisons, walls and war
machines. From Greece to the Philippines to Turkey, political prisoners put their bodies on the line to fight
back against capitalism and imperialism. In the Arab reactionary regimes that stand hand in hand with the
United States, from Saudi Arabia to Morocco, we hear the calls of our fellow political prisoners, demanding
justice and liberation.
Between October 17 and 24, raise your voice against this injustice. Take to the streets, organize and act to
demand freedom for Georges Abdallah and all political prisoners. The Palestinian prisoners are with you –
we shout for the freedom of our comrade Georges Abdallah from the depths of the Zionist dungeons.
Together, we can win the freedom of this beloved comrade, a leader of the Palestinian, Arab and
international struggle for socialism and liberation.
To stand with Georges Abdallah is to stand with the resistance, the Palestinian people and all those
political prisoners struggling for freedom.Ahmad Sa’adat, Ramon Prison, 9 October 2018”
Standing w/ Yemen in NYC
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"New York City – On November 8, dozens of people will protest war on Yemen by processing to the Saudi
consulate and to Missions to the UN representing countries waging war in Yemen. Beginning at 11:00 a.m.,
protesters calling for all warring parties in Yemen to stop all forms of military and economic warfare will
gather at the Isaiah Wall, also known as Ralph Bunche Park, 1st Ave & 43rd St., across from the United
Nations in New York City. Holding 40 blue backpacks and the names of children killed August 9 by a Saudi
missile fired at their schoolbus, they will process to nearby Missions to the UN maintained by countries
participating in the Saudi-led, U.S. supported war in Yemen and then tothe Saudi Consulate at 866 Second
Avenue. Protesters will also demand an immediate opening of ports and roads in Yemen to allow for swift
transport of desperately needed food, water, fuel and humanitarian aid to all parts of the country.” For full
details please see: https://www.actioncorps.org/nyc

-Kamau Sadiki, Political Prisoner*

“Kamau Sadiki is a former member of the Black Panther Party. At the age of 17 he dedicated his life to the
service of his people. He worked out of the Jamaica, Queens office of the Black Panther Party. Having
internalized the 10 Point Program and Platform, the 3 Main Rules of Discipline and 8 Points of Attention,
Kamau used his knowledge to guide his organizing efforts within the Black Community. Kamau Sadiki:
Please hold off on any more calls and letters to the prisons regarding the need for a chronic care
doctor. "From Ksisay on Nov. 14th: Good morning all, My father emailed me this morning. His Email: First,
and and always, peace and love to everyone. I sat down with my chronic care doctor and we came to an
agreement on future options concerning my feet. I'm scheduled for the first phase of the options that my
chronic care doctor and I had agreed to. In fact, it should be this Thursday (tomorrow). Kamau
From Jericho National Chair Jihad Abdulmumit
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Dear Comrades,, As-salaamu 'alaykum. Please reference the message from Kamau's daughter. It appears
that Kamau will be receiving additional attention and options besides amputation of his foot. Please hold
off on any more calls and letters to the prisons, as now that may defeat the purpose. I have spoken directly
to Ksisay and Kamau's attorney.
Jericho will remain vigilant and ready to respond to what comes next."
-Freedom for Georges Abdallah

“TAKE ACTION:
1. Organize events, actions and protests at French embassies and consulates around the world. Where
there is not a French consulate, protest at U.S. or Israeli embassies and consulates and in public squares.
Send us your events! Use this form or email samidoun@samidoun.net
2. Join the broad national protest in Lannemezan on 20 October. Every year, hundreds arrive to demand
George’s freedom, raising a call so loud the prisoners can hear us inside. Don’t miss this year’s action!
3. Distribute this call to action and take media actions, like posting photos with posters calling for freedom
for Georges Abdallah and other Palestinian prisoners.
4. Endorse this call! Join in the call for events and actions for the prisoners this October. Use the form or
email samidoun@samidoun.net
FOR LIST OF EVENTS: Please see: https://irsp.ie/irish-solidarity-for-the-release-of-georges-abdallahprotest-belfast-intl-wall-wed-24th-7pm Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/events/311946046268481/ Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/events/151408189138566/ Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/events/151408189138566/ Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/events/1234469550011712/ Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/events/309184616544806/ Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/events/2127880644153411/ Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/events/656186514764030/ Facebook:
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https://www.facebook.com/events/295688327687183/ Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/events/695368644169180/ “
-Friends, it's time to get Malik out of solitary confinement.
"Malik has experienced intense, targeted harassment ever since he dared to start speaking against brutal
conditions faced by incarcerated people in Texas and nationwide--but over the past few months, prison
officials have stepped up their retaliation even more. In Administrative Segregation (solitary
confinement) at McConnell Unit, Malik has experienced frequent humiliating strip searches, medical
neglect, mail tampering and censorship, confinement 23 hours a day to a cell that often reached 100+
degrees in the summer, and other daily abuses too numerous to name. It could not be more clear that they
are trying to make an example of him because he is a committed freedom fighter. So we have to step up.
Phone zap on Tuesday, November 13
**Mark your calendars for the 11/13 call in, be on the look out for a call script, and spread the word!!**
Demands:
- Convene special review of Malik's placement in Ad-Seg and immediately release him back to general
population
- Explain why the State Classification Committee's decision to release Malik from Ad-Seg back in June was
overturned (specifically, demand to know the nature of the "information" supposedly collected by the
Fusion Center, and demand to know how this information was investigated and verified).
- Immediately cease all harassment and retaliation against Malik, especially strip searches and mail
censorship!
Who to contact:
TDCJ Executive Director Bryan Collier
Phone: (936)295-6371
Email: exec.director@tdcj.texas.gov
Senior Warden Philip Sinfuentes (McConnell Unit)
Phone: (361) 362-2300
Background on Malik's Situation
Malik's continued assignment to Ad-Seg (solitary confinement) in is an overt example of political
repression, plain and simple. Prison officials placed Malik in Ad-Seg two years ago for writing about and
endorsing the 2016 nationwide prison strike. They were able to do this because Texas and U.S. law permits
non-violent work refusal to be classified as incitement to riot.
It gets worse. Malik was cleared for release from Ad-Seg by the State Classification Committee in June-and then, in an unprecedented reversal, immediately re-assigned him back to Ad-Seg. The reason? Prison
Officials cite "information" collected by a shadowy intelligence gathering operation called a Fusion Center,
which are known for lack of transparency and accountability, and for being blatant tools of political
repression.
Malik remains in horrible conditions, vulnerable to every possible abuse, on the basis of "information"
that has NEVER been disclosed or verified. No court or other independent entity has ever confirmed the
existence, let alone authenticity, of this alleged information. In fact, as recently as October 25, a
representative of the State Classification Committee told Malik that he has no clue why Malik was reassigned to Ad-Seg. This "information" is pure fiction.
About Malik
Keith "Malik" Washington is an incarcerated activist who has spoken out on conditions of confinement in
Texas prison and beyond: from issues of toxic water and extreme heat, to physical and sexual abuse of
imprisoned people, to religious discrimination and more. Malik has also been a tireless leader in the
movement to #EndPrisonSlavery which gained visibility during nationwide prison strikes in 2016 and
2018. View his work at comrademalik.com or write him at:
Keith H. Washington TDC# 1487958 McConnell Unit 3001 S. Emily Drive Beeville, TX 78102 “
-LYNNE STEWART PRESENTE ---OCTOBER 8, 1939 - MARCH 7, 2017
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"LYNNE STEWART PRESENTE- Join with us to help raise funds for Ramona Africa’s health care!
OCTOBER 8, 1939 - MARCH 7, 2017
https://www.facebook.com/events/350892668997155/?ti=ia
Join with us to help raise funds for Ramona Africa’s health care! Saturday, October 13, 2018
The People’s Forum—320 West 37th Street—New York City
5-7 pm, Poetry & Jazz Slam 7-10 pm, Party with Live DJ Set
Come join Mike Africa, The eCUSSIONIST Raymond Nat Turner, Prof. Louie, Latisha Divine, Vijou, Bryant,
Milana Velasquez,The Mahina Movement & DJ Libre aka Imani Henry
DONATE ONLINE AT: https://www.gofundme.com/helpsaveramonaafrica
or mail funds to Ramona Africa, 4504 Kingsessing Ave, Phila. PA 19143 "
-Prison Radio Take Action! These are the front lines!
“Governor Tom Wolf and the Prison Guards Union are going after the rights of incarcerated people in every
single prison in Pennsylvania. They have instituted new policies that are about repressing the voices and
humanity of prisoners. Oh and it is also about making a killing, a profit off of prisoners.
Yet, another way of commodifying prisoners and draining resources from our communities. This is not
about creating safe conditions in prisons, for the inmates or for the guards. It is naked repression and
shock doctrine tactics. Incarcerated activists like Felix Rosado at SCI Phoenix are speaking out Felix tells
us that "we have to do the right thing." We have to step up and mobilize to make sure Governor Wolf and
the Department of Corrections get the message. Let's follow Felix's lead and fight back against the
dehumanization of our loved ones inside. Pennsylvania based Decarcerate PA and other community
organizations will be taking actions this week on Wednesday, October 10 and Thursday, October 11. Tell

Art by Peter Mukuria at Red Onion State Prison in Virginia

your friends and come out. Wednesday the 10th: 6pm-8:30pm at Governor Wolf's fundraiser outside of
Yards Brewing Company at 500 Spring Garden. Come with signs, banners, and energy. Demand that Wolf
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side with health care advocates and not fascist prison guards. Thursday the 11th: At 6pm the Department
of Corrections Secretary John Wetzel will be at a town hall hosted by the Pennsylvania Legislative Black
Caucus. The event will be at Yesha Ministries, 2300 Snyder Avenue. Tell Wetzel prisoners and their loved
ones will not stop till these new policies are overturned.
Donate to Prison Radio so we can continue "demanding the human rights of all prisoners." We are running
on fumes here, thank you to those of you who gave last week. Your gift matters. We are amplifying critical
voices, and honestly. Thank you in advance. It takes resources, equipment, phone lines, and you are the
reason we can do this. We do not get Soros money or Pew Charitable Trust resources, or grants. We count
of everyone this reaches, to keep these voices on the air. we could sure use a gift this week.
What are these new policies in more detail? Here is how Decarcerate PA breaks it down:
"If you are writing to someone in prison, all mail is now sent to a private company in Florida, where it is
opened, scanned, and emailed to the prisons. At some point thereafter, copies are printed at the prison and
delivered to the recipient. Originals are destroyed, while the scans are kept in a searchable database that
the DOC has access to. Under this policy, people in prison will never again receive original photographs or
actual holiday cards.
Legal mail is also now copied and given to the recipient, with the original — and highly sensitive —
documents kept on file for 15 days. Body scanners and extra officers are being added to the visit rooms.
Food has temporarily been removed from the visiting rooms, making visits difficult for people with certain
medical conditions or people visiting with small children.
Access to books has been dramatically restricted, and people can no longer receive books either directly
from the publisher or through free programs like Books Through Bars. Instead, people are forced to order
their books directly from the limited and often pricey selection provided by the DOC.
These policy changes are costing the taxpayers of Pennsylvania $15 million. And they are cutting off
critical avenues of communication and support between Pennsylvanians on both sides of the prison walls."
On Wednesday and Thursday, let's listen to the demands coming from incarcerated people throughout
Pennsylvania. These new policies are unjust and cannot continue.
When we fight we win! Cuando luchamos, ganamos!"
-NYC emergency actions for Palestine
12:15 pm Thursday, November 15
Protest war criminal ambassador and the face of Israel's illegal settlements
City College of New York, Manhattan
https://www.facebook.com/events/2206138326267125
2:00 pm Saturday, November 17
Honor our martyrs: Emergency action for Gaza
72nd Street and 5th Avenue, Brooklyn
https://www.facebook.com/events/1128361213987287
-Tribunal on US Colonial Crimes in Puerto Rico
“There are now less than 3 weeks until the International People’s Tribunal on U.S. Colonial Crimes in
Puerto Rico convenes in New York City. Across the U.S. and around the world, delegations and caravans are
being organized to travel to attend the Tribunal, and events are set in communities to broadcast the
historic proceedings live. Make your plans to participate today:
Put the U.S. on Trial for Colonial Crimes in Puerto Rico!
International People’s Tribunal Saturday, October 2 Begins at 9am - concludes around 5pm Holyrood
Church/Iglesia Santa Cruz 715 W 179th Street New York, NY 10033
Livestream: Will broadcast on the Puerto Rico Tribunal Facebook page at 9am, October 27
The Tribunal will be a critical and urgently needed step forward in building a broader solidarity
movement with the struggle of the people of Puerto Rico on an international platform. A broad range of
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organizations representing the major social struggles of the day have endorsed and will be attending on
October 27. Here are just a few of the many reasons why the Tribunal will be such a significant convening:
Hear evidence and testimony from social movements and others from Puerto Rico on the impacts of 120
years of U.S. colonialism, and the imposition of the Fiscal Control Board (PROMESA Law) that is looting the
country. Testimonies will be offered that expose the U.S.’s role in promoting racism, forced sterilization
and violence against women, environmental destruction, and more.
We will be joined by a panel of jurists representing struggles from across the globe - more soon on some of
the members of the people’s jury.
The proceedings will be broadcast live across the world. Following the People’s Tribunal, we will publish
evidence, documentation, videos, and the findings of the day as an aid to the struggle in solidarity with the
people of Puerto Rico.
Your help is needed to use the time remaining until the Tribunal to make it a success:
Print & distribute leaflets in your community
Find transportation to NYC or a viewing event here. If you’re organizing transportation or a viewing event,
you can share that information here.
RSVP for the Tribunal
Make a donation to help with the many costs including:
Support delegations traveling from Puerto Rico to offer testimony on the many impacts of U.S. colonial
crimes
Secure simultaneous translation
Logistical costs including printing, food, materials and more
High quality live streaming to broadcast the proceedings across the globe
Donate online or by mail: Puerto Rico Tribunal, P.O. Box 34249, Philadelphia, PA 19101
For important updates on the Tribunal organizing, make sure you’re following us on Facebook, Twitter,
and have the websitebookmarked.
Onwards to put the U.S. on trial for its crimes against the people of Puerto Rico at the people’s tribunal on
October 27! International Tribunal on U.S. Colonial Crimes in Puerto Rico PuertoRicoTribunal.org “
-LET OUR VOICES BE HEARD!!! Special Human Rights Initiatives for Aafia Siddiqui
“UNAC is an endorser of this important event. Several UNAC leaders have visited the home of Aafia
Siddique in Pakistan and spoken with her friends and family. Aafia is a women who was educated in the US
and got her doctorate here. When she returned to Pakistan, she and her 3 children were abducted by the
Pakistani police and turned over to the US military where she was imprisoned and tortured at the
notorious Bagram air force base prison in Afghanistan. At one point while being interrogated by the US
military, the military claimed this 4’ 11” women grabbed a gun from one of her interrogators and shot at
him but missed. She claims this never happened and other evidence supports her claim. She was brought
back to the US and convicted of trying to shot a US soldier and is serving an 86 year sentence in Texas. Her
children, who were also abused by the US military, were eventually returned to her family in Pakistan
except for the youngest, who is presumed dead. Aafia is being kept in solitary confinement and is in poor
physical and mental health due to her treatment. It was never clear why she was arrested in the first place.
We must demand that the US government return Aafia Siddique to Pakistan.
A RALLY FOR AAFIA AT THE UNITED NATIONS Friday, October 26, 2018 Time: 4:00
Location: 2nd Ave. & 47th St. Manhattan, NY < Walking distance from Grand Central Station >
***Special Note: This year (2018) marks 15 years of imprisonment and torture for Dr. Aafia Siddiqui - an
exceptional young woman who came to the US from Pakistan in 1990, graduating with honors from MIT
and Brandeis University. Not long after her exceptional academic career ended, Dr. Siddiqui would come
under suspicion (based on faulty "intelligence") and be targeted for a rendition operation (kidnapped and
secretly imprisoned) in March 2003. Another innocent victim of the so-called "War On Terrorism!" Event
Co-Sponsors: The Aafia Foundation, International Action Center, United National Anti-War Coalition, and
Project SALAM Endorsed by: National Coalition to Protect Civil Freedoms “
For additional information Tel: (202) 246-9608 E-mail: peacethrujustice@aol.com
YOUR SUPPORT IS URGENTLY NEEDED -TO DONATE ONLINE: www.aafia.org
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To Donate by Mail:
The Aafia Foundation, Inc. 11160 Veirs Mill Rd., STE. LLH18, PMB 298, Wheaton, MD. 20902
-SpeakOuts: "Please join this Wed., Nov 14 for speakouts across the state to demand that NY policymakers dismantle the injustice system! NYC: 11 am in Foley Square, 111 Worth St
Syracuse: 5 pm outside the Justice Center at 555 S State St
Albany, Buffalo, northern NY, Rockland details to come
In light of the Democrats taking control of the New York Senate this week, some groups are planning a
series of multi-campaign/multi-issue speak-outs/press conferences around the state on Nov 14 to call on
NY policy-makers to now adopt the long overdue progressive legislation re the justice system contained in
the Challenging Incarceration platform. Hope you can help spread the word with the flyer below and this
facebook event page.
If you're part of a group/organization that would like to be listed as a supporter of the event or if you want
to carry out a parallel event in your region of the state where one is not already taking place, please let me
know! Also, if anyone has an objection to Challenging Incarceration being listed as a supporter of the
event, please let me know that too. Beyond Nov 14, I look forward to partnering with everyone this
upcoming legislative session as we are now hopefully in a real moment to push for transformational policy
changes to dismantle the injustice system! all the best, Scott"
-Justice for Jamal Khashoggi at Saudi Consulate, NYC
“ #JusticeforJamal Wednesday, Oct. 10, 5:00pm in front of
Saudi Consulate NYC, 866 2nd Ave. betw. E.46th St. & E.47th St.
https://osm.org/go/Zct9M2xCl-?node=2711639382
#JusticeforJamal https://twitter.com/hashtag/justiceforjamal
#JusticeforJamal Wednesday, October 10, 5:00pm gather in front of the Saudi Consulate in New York City
(866 2nd Avenue between E.46th Street and E.47th Street).
Prominent Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi walked into the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul on October 2 and
was disappeared. The Turkish government says they have evidence to suggest he was murdered inside the
consulate by a Saudi hit squad. We demand justice for Jamal Khashoggi. It is unacceptable that the US
government has remained quiet about the disappearance of prominent Washington Post journalist Jamal
Khashoggi. From the war on Yemen to the imprisoning of women activists, Saudi Arabia is a persistent
and vile perpetrator of human rights abuses. Now it appears they have carried out the murder of a
journalist who wrote for a leading U.S. paper and was a US resident. If it is verified by investigators in
Turkey that Jamal was murdered by the government of Saudi Arabia, the U.S. government must take
immediate action to recall our senior officials from Saudi Arabia and place sanctions on the Saudi
government. No country that commits egregious human rights abuses and murders journalists should
receive special status and friendship from the U.S. The U.S. government must demand answers and hold
Saudi Arabia accountable.
Organized by WESPAC, Peace Action NYS, Community of Living Traditions at Stony Point, Muslim Peace
Fellowship, Code Pink, UNAC, (list in formation) “
https://www.facebook.com/events/246677226016549/
Nada Khader WESPAC Foundation Director
www.wespac.org 914 449-6514
Facebook: Explore WESPAC Twitter: @WESPAC_NY “
-Rally & Action: Close 850 Bryant! No New Cops! No New Jails!
“Mon. Oct. 22, 4-6pm
SF City Hall, Polk Street Side/Civic Center Plaza
Facebook event
"Endorsed by: No New SF Jail Coalition, California Coalition for Women Prisoners, Coleman Advocates for
Youth, Critical Resistance Oakland, Do No Harm Collective, TGI Justice Project, and ANSWER Coalition. To
endorse, email nosfjail@curbprisonspending.org
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On the National Day to Stop Police Brutality, Repression, and the Criminalization of a Generation, we reject
increased policing and declare that more cops on the street will only lead to more people in our jails. The
city must end the criminalization of our youth, unhoused people, Black and brown people, sex workers,
and queer and trans people. The Board of Supervisors must permanently shut down the jail at 850 Bryant
and invest in community oriented solutions for safety and health."
-An Urgent Call to Support Black Revolutionary Political Prisoner Of Conscious Kevin Rashid
Johnson!
"Kevin Rashid Johnson is a longtime prison organizer, artist, writer, Prison Radio contributor, and cofounder of the New Afrikan Black Panther Party-Prison Chapter.
He is also a supporter of Black4Palestine. Kevin was just transferred again as retaliation for his
commitment to speaking truth to power and his role in the Nation wide #August21 Prison Strike.
He was recently transferred to a new prison, and was treated so violently upon arrival that he is currently
having a high blood pressure episode that could lead to a stroke, but the prison refuses to give him a
medical evaluation.
The Abolitionist Law Center and Prison Radio are asking us to call the warden and demand that Kevin
receive fair treatment and the medical care that he needs.
The Warden at Sussex II is Beth Cabell. The number to reach her is (804) 834-2678. Please call and if you
can't get Cabell on the phone, ask to speak with her assistant or with Assistant Warden Darden.
You can also write to Kevin:
Kevin Rashid Johnson #1007485
Sussex II State Prison
24427 Musselwhite Dr
Waverly, VA 23891
Here is an account of his treatment:
"On arriving at Sussex II, he was greeted with attack dogs lunging at him while he was fully chained up. He
is being served meals on a rubber mat, without utensils, and with no cups, so he is being made to eat with
his hands. He was placed in a filthy cell that has blood on the toilet. There is no toilet paper or other
hygiene products for him to clean himself with. He is currently refusing meals because he is being
presented with the choice of eating like an animal in filthy conditions where he cannot clean himself.
He is in his cell 24 hrs per day. He is being refused any recreational time. He has a guard standing sentry in
front of his cell door 24 hrs a day. All staff have been instructed not to speak to him, and with the exception
of brief conversations with the warden and a nurse they are following through on that. About 2 or 3 cells
on either side of his cell are being kept empty so he can't communicate with other prisoners. They placed a
sandbag in front of his cell door so he can't send kites. He has not been let out of his cell since arriving
yesterday. When he eventually does leave his cell he will be required to have a 4-guard escort along with a
supervisor.
He was not given his blood pressure medications last night. He began having a headache at that time and
repeatedly asked a Sgt. Morse for medical assistance.
When he woke up around 4:30am he had a severe nose bleed, and again repeatedly requested medical
attention from the guard posted in front of his cell. He was ignored. When he requested forms to file an
emergency grievance he was told that he was not allowed to have the forms, and that he was not allowed
to have ink pens to write with.
A nurse Burgess came by his cell on rounds at about 5:30am and gave him his first dose of medication. She
said that with his symptoms and diagnosis he should be sent to medical for evaluation, but the guards
refused to allow it. She went back to talk to her supervisor and was told that security would have to
arrange to move him.

29

Security never made those arrangements, and so Rashid is stuck in his cell without anyone monitoring his
blood pressure or adjusting his medications while he's having a high blood pressure episode that could
lead to a stroke.
He has been presented with no disciplinary reports since being placed back in the Virginia Department of
Corrections. He suspects that, while at Sussex I, VADOC security personnel arranged for him to be put in a
holding area with a prisoner with a psychiatric disability who was setup to tell lies about Rashid regarding
gangs and a plan to hurt a guard. This happened just before he was told about an impending hearing for an
interstate transfer. He also says that he'd sent 4 articles for publication, which have never arrived, and
would have included writings about the use of dogs to abuse VA prisoners and more.
We must stand up to the constant abuse, medical neglect, and censorship targeted toward Rashid. Help us
amplify his fight for his own health and safety, and his commitment to speaking out against injustices and
organizing movements from the inside. Please call and stay tuned for more action updates."
-Call In!
“Please take part in this call in if you can. PA DOC is not allowing books to be sent to PA prisoners anymore
and there is significant movement against this. The way this works is that when these policies work in one
place, other prison bureaucrats replicate them elsewhere. We need to stand against these restrictions
everywhere!
Books Through Bars
We appreciate so many folks reaching out to ask us how they can join the fight against the regressive
policies Gov Wolf and DOC Secretary Wetzel instituted last month -- their book ban, their letter ban, their
legal mail surveillance, and everything else.
THIS WEDS OCT 24: please call Gov Wolf's office and tell him to do the right thing and meet with the
families of incarcerated people and to repeal the cruel policies that effect them
October 24 -Mass Call In To Demand That Wolf Meet With Prisoners' Families
On Wednesday October 24th call Wolf’s office at 717-787-2500 to demand that he meet with the families
and friends of incarcerated people! Last month, Department of Corrections Secretary John Wetzel and
Governor Tom Wolf rolled out some of the most punitive anti-prisoner policies in the country. These new
DOC policies violate prisoners’ rights, restrict access to educational materials, and surveil and delay
people’s correspondence with loved ones on the outside.
On October 10th at a fundraiser in Philadelphia he told several family members of incarcerated people
that he would meet with family members and friends of incarcerated people to hear our concerns. One of
the family members called to schedule a follow up meeting so we can have our voices heard but she has
yet to hear back.
This week we are holding a mass call in to his office to make sure he follows through with his commitment
to meet with the families of incarcerated people. Governor Wolf must hear why his harmful policies must
be canceled from family members who are directly impacted!
On Wednesday call Governor Wolf at 717-787-2500 and ask that he follow through with his promise to
schedule a meeting with incarcerated people’s families to discuss these harmful DOC policies.”
-Why they migrate is why they are imprisoned and killed. TAKE ACTION TO FREE HONDURAN
POLITICAL PRISONERS!
"15 political prisoners remain imprisoned for protesting the U.S.- and Canadian-backed 2017 electoral
fraud in Honduras. The majority of political prisoners are being held in military-run, maximum-security
prisons where they face years of pre-trial detention. They are being persecuted, falsely charged and held in
the harshest conditions usually reserved for violent criminals for demanding economic, political, and
social change in Honduras.
The refugees in the caravan traveling to the U.S. border have fled Honduras for the same reasons that
Honduran political prisoners are incarcerated: both are resisting the U.S.- and Canadian-supported
Honduran dictatorship under Juan Orlando Hernandez. Honduran refugees and political prisoners alike
seek a viable, humane solution to the nationwide crisis provoked by the 2009 military coup and (most
recently) repression and other violent state policies linked to the 2017 electoral fraud.
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Demand that the U.S. and Canada end support to the Honduran regime NOW!
Signing this petition demands that the U.S. and Canada change their long-standing policies in Honduras.
We demand: An end to U.S. and Canadian military and security aid to Juan Orlando Hernandez's regime,
not as Donald Trump's blackmail threat, but as a way to guarantee the protection of the human rights of
the Honduran people. Justice for Berta Cáceres and all victims of state violence stemming from the 2009
coup and 2017 electoral crisis, and the approval of the Berta Cáceres Human Rights in Honduras Act, H.R.
1299. Immediate freedom for all political prisoners in Honduras.
An end to the criminalization, imprisonment, separation, deportation and killing of migrants and refugees.
MIGRATION WON'T STOP UNTIL U.S. AND CANADIAN POLICY IN HONDURAS CHANGES. FREE THE
POLITICAL PRISONERS! JUSTICE FOR BERTA CACERES!”

-Urgent Action: Help Free Human Rights Defender Khalida Jarrar

25 October 2018
“On 25 October 2018, we received word that Khalida Jarrar’s administrative detention order would be
renewed for an additional four months. This news is heartbreaking and devastating, but not out of the
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ordinary. Her confirmation hearing will be held in the coming week. The new order is to extend her
detainment by a further four months, meaning that it would expire 28 February 2019.
This would mean that Khalida had been held in prison, without charge or trial, for 20 months as this is the
fourth detention order for her. As we previously have said, Khalida is a fearless human rights defender
who has committed herself to utilize all the legal tools available to realize the basic rights of the
Palestinian people." For full article please see: http://www.addameer.org/news/urgent-action-help-freehuman-rights-defender-khalida-jarrar
-The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign
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The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign WEBSITE: http://www.ProLibertad.org

ProLibertad@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ProLibertadFC https://www.twitter.com/ProLibertad
Telephone: 718-601-4751 Support our International Campaign to Free Ana Belen Montes:
http://www.prolibertad.org/u-n-campaign-for-ana-belen
Sign the petition to help Free Nina Droz Franco:
https://www.change.org/p/libertad-para-nina-droz-franco

-Help Mike & Debbie Africa rebuild their lives

“Mike & Debbie Africa had been political prisoners since Aug 8, 1978. On June 16 after 39 years and 10
months, Debbie was released, and on October 23, after more than 40 years in prison, Mike was released.
They have two kids together (one that was literally born in prison as Debbie was 8 months pregnant at the
time of her arrest) and despite not being able to see or talk to each other for 40 years, they have stayed
together. The picture is the first time they've touched or seen each other since they were in their 20s.
They had their life stolen from them for a crime they did not commit. and anything helps as they work to
rebuild the life they had taken from them so very long ago.”
https://www.gofundme.com/help-debbie-amp-mike-rebuild
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Community News, Articles and Updates
–

Freedom Dance

-“SATURDAY, November 3, 2018, 9:00 pm-1:00 am • Freedom Dance • celebration & support for longheld US political prisoners • National Black Theater, 2031 Fifth Avenue, Harlem (at 125th St.) • Sounds by
DJ Revolution • Donation, $20 • beverages and food on sale. RAPP will be in attendance and hope you and
yours will attend too! “
-NEW RULES ON SENDING MAIL TO PENNSYLVANIA PRISONERS
"All the PPs WHO are in PA cannot get mail sent directly to them in PA anymore.
The info is on this link at https://www.cor.pa.gov/Initiatives/Pages/FAQ-New-Procedures.aspx
Letters are being returned if sent directly to men and women in pa prisons.
How will the new mail system work?
All inmate non-legal mail must be sent to the following address:
Smart Communications/PA DOC
SCI
Inmate Name/Inmate Number
PO Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
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Smart communications will receive the mail, scan all mail (including letters, greeting cards, photos and
news clippings) and forward the electronic mail to the SCI where the inmate is located. Envelopes will
also be scanned and included with your mail. SCI will print mail and deliver to inmate."
-RAPP UPDATES
"On Monday, October 1st, RAPP, the Parole Preparation Project, Capital Area Against Mass Incarceration
and a broad cross-section of community members and organizations traveled to Albany for NYS Senate
Republican's hearing on the Parole Board and voting rights for people on parole.
With currently and formerly incarcerated people, victims and survivors of crime, faith-based leaders and
many others, we released a press release and held a press conference ahead of the hearings to make our
stance clear: The Parole Board has taken steps in the right direction but must release more people.
Every New Yorker should have the right to vote, including people on parole and regardless of their
crime(s) of conviction
New Yorkers must not succumb to the racist, political fear-mongering of Senate Republican leaders, who
held these parole hearings not out of concern for public safety, but instead to mobilize voters ahead of the
November elections.
RAPP Community Organizer Jose Saldana and Michelle Lewin of the Parole Preparation Project delivered
powerful testimony in Albany (see 3:15-3:36 of the hearing).
Our actions from the day drew media coverage from the Albany Times Union, Politico, The Capitol
Pressroom and many other publications. We also published two op-eds in the Albany Times Union (see
here and here) and were pleased to see another powerful editorial in the Daily News by our friends at the
Osborne Association.
On October 2nd, we went to the second day of parole hearings on Long Island, where our colleagues from
the Brooklyn Defenders Services testified and over 25 of our allies joined in support. RAPP Organizer, Dave
George was interviewed by News 12 Long Island to stand up for voting rights for all people on parole.
In the two days of hearings, we organized roughly 75 people from multiple regions of the state, were
quoted in over a dozen press pieces, and ultimately held our ground in support of more Parole Board
releases and all people on parole having the right to vote. Thanks so much to all who stood with us!"
-Rethinking H. Rap Brown and Black Power By AAIHS Editors - September 29, 2018
"Conversations in Black Freedom Studies (CBFS) is a monthly discussion series held at the Schomburg
Center for Research in Black Culture. Curated by Jeanne Theoharis and Komozi Woodard, the series was
established as a space to discuss the latest scholarship in Black freedom studies, bringing the campus and
community together as scholars and activists challenge the older geography, leadership, ideology, culture,
and chronology of Civil Rights historiography. In anticipation of the planned discussion on Rethinking H.
Rap Brown and Black Power, scheduled for Oct. 4th, we are highlighting the scholarship of two of their
guests.
Akinyele Umoja is a Professor and the Chair of the Department of African-American Studies at Georgia
State University. He is also the author of We Will Shoot Back: Armed Resistance and the Mississippi
Freedom Movement (New York University, 2013). Along with Mayor Chokwe Lumumba and others, Umoja
is also a founding member of the New Afrikan Peoples Organization and the Malcolm X Grassroots
Movement. Follow him on Twitter @BabaAk.
Arun Kundnani is the author of The Muslims are Coming! Islamophobia, Extremism, and the Domestic War
on Terror (Verso Books, 2014) and The End of Tolerance: Racism in 21st Century Britain (Pluto Books,
2007). He teaches at New York University and Queens College and is a former editor of the journal Race &
Class. Follow him on Twitter @ArunKundnani.
CBFS: Can you tell us about your research and how you came to study and write about Jamil Abdullah AlAmin (H. Rap Brown) and Black Power?
Akinyele Umoja: I first heard of H. Rap Brown (Jamil Al-Amin) when he was a spokesman for the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) in 1967. I was in junior high school at the time, living with my
parents in Compton, California. His speeches and image on the news was inspirational to me. It was two

35

years after the Watts Revolt and Rap was one of the spokespersons who best articulated the rage of the
rebellions that I witnessed in Watts and others occurring in urban centers throughout the United States
empire. I looked and found information about him to gain more clarity. I first read his book Die Nigger Die
when I was in high school." For full article please see: https://www.aaihs.org/rethinking-h-rap-brownand-black-power/
-More than 4,000 mentally ill inmates held in solitary in US
Ed Pilkington - 10 October 2018
"More than 4,000 prisoners with serious mental illness are being held in solitary confinement in US
prisons, according to new research, despite the knowledge that holding people in isolation exacerbates
mental problems and can even trigger them.
A survey by Yale law researchers together with the Association of State Correctional Administrators
(ASCA) has revealed the shocking prevalence of solitary confinement among prisoners struggling with
profound mental health issues. They are kept in total isolation for at least 22 hours a day for 15 continuous
days or more." For full article please see: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/oct/10/mentalhealth-inmates-solitary-confinement-us-prisons

-Prisons, the Black Liberation movement and the struggle for Palestine October 15, 2018
"The following article, by imprisoned Palestinian national liberation movement leader Ahmad Sa’adat –
the General Secretary of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine – was originally published in
French as the preface to the new French-language edition of “Revolutionary Suicide” by Huey Newton.
On 15 October – the anniversary of the founding of the Black Panther Party – we salute the profound
legacy and ongoing struggle of the Black Liberation Movement, on the front lines of confrontation against
U.S. racism, imperialism and capitalism. Sa’adat’s article, published in English for the first time here,
elucidates the common struggles and revolutionary alliances of the Palestinian and Black movements. It
focuses particularly on the struggle against racist and colonial imprisonment:
It is an honor to write an introduction to this book by a great leader of the Black liberation struggle in the
United States, Huey P. Newton. From inside the occupier’s Ramon prison, on behalf of myself, my comrades
and the Palestinian prisoners’ movement, we extend our clenched fists of solidarity and salute and arms of
embrace to our Black comrades whose struggle for liberation in the belly of the beast continues today
against fierce repression.
From Ansar to Attica to Lannemezan, the prison is not only a physical space of confinement but a site of
struggle of the oppressed confronting the oppressor. Whether the name is Mumia Abu-Jamal, Walid Daqqa
or Georges Ibrahim Abdallah, political prisoners behind bars can and must be a priority for our
movements. These names illustrate the continuity of struggle against our collective enemy – their legacies
of organizing that reach back to the anti-colonial, liberation movements of the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s to
today. Political prisoners are not simply individuals; they are leaders of struggle and organizing within
prison walls that help to break down and dismantle the bars, walls, and chains that act to divide us from
our peoples and communities in struggle. They face repeated isolation, solitary confinement, cruel
tortures of the occupier and jailer that seek to break the will of the prisoner and their deep connection to
their people." For full article please see: https://samidoun.net/2018/10/ahmad-saadat-prisons-the-blackliberation-movement-and-the-struggle-for-palestine/
-After 40 years in prison, Debbie Africa remains committed to MOVE's mission Michael D’Onofrio October 2, 2018
"Nearly four decades behind bars have not diminished Debbie Sims Africa’s commitment to MOVE.
“Jail didn’t break that belief,” she said.
But much has changed around Africa since she was sent to prison at 22 years old along with eight others
for charges related to the 1978 murder of Philadelphia Police Officer James Ramp during a shootout at
MOVE’s Powelton Village compound. Now 62 years old and a grandmother many times over, Debbie Africa
was released from the State Correctional Institution Cambridge Springs in June. She moved in with her
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son, Michael Africa Jr., in a borough of Delaware County, where he lives in a three-story home with his wife
and four children. Of the so-called MOVE 9 who were sentenced to 30 to 100 years in prison for the killing,
including Debbie Africa’s husband, only she has been paroled; two others have died in prison. The
remaining members in jail have been eligible for parole since 2008.
Debbie Africa adamantly maintains her innocence.
“It’s not what I believe, it’s what I know: I did not kill anybody,” she said.
Minister Rodney Muhammad, president of the Philadelphia chapter of the NAACP, said Debbie Africa’s
release comes with mixed feelings. Muhammad noted the lingering uncertainty about who actually shot
and killed the police officer in 1978, and said Debbie Africa and the other MOVE 9 members never should
have been sent to prison.
“You’re always welcome to see people come home, but at the same time you can’t stop wondering: Why
were they in prison in the first place?” Muhammad asked.
The Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 5 and the Philadelphia Police Department declined to comment about
Debbie Africa’s release.
‘In a time capsule’
Prison is never far from Debbie Africa’s mind." For full article please see:
http://www.phillytrib.com/news/after-years-in-prison-debbie-africa-remains-committed-tomove/article_ce8daf58-9c44-58a3-b00f-c669f87731a8.html

-Pelican Bay Prisoners' Statement on 3rd Anniversary of Settlement October 15, 2018
"Sunday marked the third anniversary of the landmark settlement agreement in Ashker v. California, the
class action lawsuit that ended indefinite solitary confinement in California prisons. We have
accomplished a lot in that time. Over 1600 prisoners who were looking at spending the rest of their lives
in isolation have been released from Security Housing Units. Living conditions have improved for many
prisoners. And prisoners who were prevented from seeking parole because they were isolated in SHU have
some prospect for release.
Most importantly, prisoners have continued to honor the historic 2012 Agreement to End Hostilities,
working to resolve issues peacefully and prevent individual conflict from escalating into group conflict.
Through this, we have dramatically reduced violence throughout California prisons and been able to
harness our collective power to unite against our true opponent: a prison system that would rather punish
and torture than rehabilitate.
However, much work remains. While prisoner culture has changed, CDCR culture has not. The California
prison system continues to obstruct meaningful reforms, to attempt to provoke violence by a variety of
tactics such as integrating SNY informants into the GP, and to entrap individual prisoners. It continues to
violate our due process rights and resist systemic change.
Many prisoners released from SHU have been transferred into Level 4 prisons, which are essentially
modified SHUs. While called “general population,” prisoners in these units often receive as little out-of-cell
time as they did in the SHU, are denied jobs, and have little to no vocational and other programming. To
honor the settlement, we need to live in true general population housing units that provide adequate
social interaction, outdoor time, programming, work opportunities, and preparation for release." For full
article please see: https://ccrjustice.org/home/blog/2018/10/15/pelican-bay-prisoners-statement-3rdanniversary-settlement
-Electronic Monitoring Isn’t Helping People on Parole, It’s Sending Them Back to Prison BY Talia
Wright - October 10, 2018
“A new report shows that electronic monitoring is expensive, faulty and lacks regulation, making it harder
for those on parole to re-enter society.
A recent report by the Center for Media Justice and the Urbana-Champaign Independent Media Center
found that electronic monitoring is harmful to previously-incarcerated individuals on parole and increases
their chances of being re-incarcerated. The report reveals that electronic monitoring “limits the freedom
and potential success of people on parole,” does not save money and lacks consistent rules and
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regulations. Furthermore, the report argues that there is little evidence supporting the effectiveness of
electronic monitors, and that such devices can be used to broaden the scope of the surveillance state and
act as an extension of mass incarceration.
The report, called “No More Shackles,” is part of the Center for Media Justice’s #NoDigitalPrisons
campaign, and cites a comprehensive list of reasons why electronic monitoring should be banned.
“Number one, it doesn’t save the state money; it costs money,” says James Kilgore, lead co-author of the
report and co-director of FirstFollowers Re-Entry Program, an organization that provides services and
guidance to people impacted by the criminal justice system. “Number two, [monitors are] extending
someone’s sentence who’s already done time. The third point that’s really crucial is there’s no research
that shows that it does anything positive.”
Electronic monitors are ankle devices placed on individuals who are recently out of prison and on parole.
Some come equipped with Global Positioning System (GPS) capabilities, while others operate using radio
frequency systems." For full article please see: http://inthesetimes.com/article/21504/electronicmonitoring-parole-prison-expensive-criminal-justice
-Keeping the Spirit of the Prison Labor Strike Alive By James Kilgore - October 1, 2018
"In 2005, when I was in Lompoc US Penitentiary, prison authorities sent me a slip telling me they had
returned a book a publisher had sent me because it included a chapter entitled “How to Organize a Strike.”
They deemed this as inappropriate reading material — a measure of their paranoia about the “S”-word.
Thirteen years later, the prison authorities haven’t changed. Their fear of collective action by people in
prison is central to their identity. Hence, when I hear about events like the Prison Labor Strike of 2018 and
its aftermath, I find it stunning that so many people behind the walls are now prepared to take mass action
against the system of incarceration.
The Prison Labor Strike of 2018
This year’s Prison Labor Strike was one of the most amazing mobilizations of liberatory politics in the past
decade. It was the latest iteration in the most recent generation of prison rebellions, which has included
labor strikes in Georgia prisons in 2010, the three Pelican Bay Hunger Strikes in California 2011-2013, and
the direct predecessor of the latest action: the strike against prison slavery in 2016.
The authoritarian nature of prison bureaucracies prevents us from compiling a precise chronicle of what
takes place behind the walls. However, according to the lead organization in the strike, the network of
prisoners known as Jailhouse Lawyers Speak, actions occurred in 16 states and federal prisons. Plus, over
200 people went on strike in the Northwest Immigration Detention Center.
Amani Sawari, the official spokesperson for Jailhouse Lawyers Speak, emphasized that the mobilization
took many forms. In some prisons, striking meant refusing work; in others it involved hunger strikes or
refusing to spend money for commissary and phone services. Apart from actions inside prisons, Sawari
reported that more than 200 community organizations across the country endorsed the strike. These
supporters carried out dozens of solidarity actions including call-in campaigns known as phone zaps,
noise demonstrations, teach-ins, sit-ins and massive email campaigns." For full article please see:
https://truthout.org/articles/keeping-the-spirit-of-the-prison-labor-strike-alive/
-The Immigrant Prison Crisis Remains
"Even though the haunting sounds and troubling images of crying toddlers and families in cages are no
longer front and center in the news, the reality remains; immigrant prisons and family separation are still
wreaking havoc on families. We must keep this fight alive. At Brave New Films, we use the power of film to
keep shining light on these continuing injustices.
We released the Immigrant Prisons series a few years ago to spotlight how locking up immigrants is a cash
cow for the private prison industry. Today, we wanted to let you know that we have added another
segment to the series. Trauma at the Border is an essential update to the story about how the Trump
administration is worsening an already inhumane and unjust system." For full article please see:
https://www.bravenewfilms.org/immigrantprisons
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For video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilkUkJma4nA and https://www.youtube.com/watch?
time_continue=16&v=jjsVmKAXCBs
-Bold and repressive tactics from PA prison guards and politicians are going down in Pennsylvania
prisons.
"No visits. No mail. 24 hour lockdown in all 27 Pennsylvania State Prisons. After the lockdown, new
policies. No books allowed into prisons. All mail routed to a private Florida firm who will copy it, scan it
and send it electronically. Legal mail will not be delivered directly to inmates, first it will be opened and
copied.
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Drawing by Kevin "Rashid" Johnson, incarcerated at Sussex State Prison in Virginia.

In the fantasy of "Guard exposed to toxic drug crisis" the The PA Department of Corrections lied and
exaggerated a front line officer's contact with toxic substances. Yes, there is a Fentanyl crisis, but it is not
happening to prison guards!
Read the Philadelphia Inquirer's reports here and check out the legal response by the ACLU and the
Abolitionist Law Center. http://www.philly.com/archive/samantha_melamed/
http://www2.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania-department-corrections-aclu-legal-mail-inmates-k2synthetic-cannabinoids-20181002.html https://www.facebook.com/AbolitionistLawCenter/
If you think this sounds like a scam, it is. The constitution be damned and add $15 million more to
taxpayers' bills. These new policies of censorship come from bamboozled PA Governor Wolf (running to
the right as a candidate) arm in arm with the the guards' union. They are trying to get away with stomping
on inmates rights and freedoms.
It's ugly, but expected. These are hard times in the fight for social justice and liberation. When Prison
Radio broadcasts voices from behind prison walls we are releasing wisdom and experiences that guide our
work outside. As we continue to amplify the voices of incarcerated people, powerful institutions push
back. The September 5th lockdown in Pennsylvania prisons violated the rights of all incarcerated people in
the state. The new policies are an attack on privacy, censor access to information, ignore the American
Disabilities Act and dehumanize prisoners and their families. But people inside refuse to be silent, and
Prison Radio is committed to amplifying their resistance.
Follow the work of Amistad Law Project for action updates and ways to get involved so prisoners can have
access to basic rights that the DOC is denying them.”
-RAPP Campaign Statement and Videos from Oct. 1 Hearing in Albany -Republicans Try to Bolster
Mass Incarceration, Advocates Say No
“Albany, NY, Oct 1, 2018: Today, a broad coalition of criminal justice advocates, formerly incarcerated
people and community members gathered in advance of the NYS Senate Republican hearing on the State
Parole Board’s conduct and the Governor’s restoration of voting rights to more than 24,000 people on
parole. Advocates Rallied to Call Out Senate Republican Leadership’s Racist Political Agenda, Interference
in Independent Parole Board Decisions and Peoples’ Right to Vote
WATCH the short press conference here https://www.pscp.tv/w/1lPJqkmRvRPKb
WATCH Parole Preparation Project and RAPP testimony here https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3ih0_F8zJ4A&feature=youtu.be
Advocates stood in support of voting rights for all people and increases in Parole Board release rates
despite strong opposition from some Republican Senators. Advocates called out the racist political tactics
of many Senate Republicans attempting to demonize and attack currently and formerly incarcerated
people for political purposes and before the November elections. Advocates said that Senate Republicanled hearings were not rooted in concerns for “public safety” or crime victims, but aimed at mobilizing their
voting base in battleground Senate districts and scaring their constituency. Advocates said that the Parole
Board should release more incarcerated people and that all people on parole should have the opportunity
to vote, regardless of their crime. They stood with representatives of victims and survivors of crime to
make clear that mass incarceration does not support healing, safety or justice for crime survivors and
victims."
-Republicans Try to Bolster Mass Incarceration, Advocates Say No
"Advocates stood in support of voting rights for all people and increases in Parole Board release rates
despite strong opposition from some Republican Senators. Advocates called out the racist political tactics
of many Senate Republicans attempting to demonize and attack currently and formerly incarcerated
people for political purposes and before the November elections. Advocates said that Senate Republicanled hearings were not rooted in concerns for “public safety” or crime victims, but aimed at mobilizing
their voting base in battleground Senate districts and scaring their constituency. Advocates said that the
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Parole Board should release more incarcerated people and that all people on parole should have the
opportunity to vote, regardless of their crime. They stood with representatives of victims and survivors of
crime to make clear that mass incarceration does not support healing, safety or justice for crime survivors
and victims.”
“New York State Senate Republican leaders need to stop playing political football with the lives of
currently and formerly incarcerated people,” said Jose Hamza Saldana, Community Organizer with the
Release Aging People in Prison Campaign. “After 38 years in prison, four parole denials and having just
voted for the first time in my life, these political optics are a direct attack on me, my family and all
incarcerated and formerly incarcerated men and women. There are thousands of parole-eligible and
community-ready people languishing in prisons across the state, some for over three decades. The Parole
Board should release them instead of re-sentencing them to death by incarceration.” Saldana continued,
“Parolees are returning citizens. We were once a part of the problem but today and for a long time we have
been an integral part of the solution. We are committed to working with faith and community-based
organizations to develop viable strategies to address the social ills plaguing our communities. We will
educate, organize, and advocate to retain our fundamental right to vote, and with the support of the
community, we will vote our elders home. Let not one more of our elders die in prison.” For full article
please see: http://rappcampaign.com/advocates-rally-against-republican-attempt-to-bolster-massincarceration/
WATCH the short press conference here: https://www.pscp.tv/w/1lPJqkmRvRPKb
WATCH Parole Preparation Project and RAPP testimony here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
reload=9&v=3ih0_F8zJ4A&feature=youtu.be
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-A thought-provoking interview on Imam Jamil & The 1968 Olympic Protest
“Assalaamu Alaikum (Greetings of Peace):
I just did a Facebook Live reading of the interview of Professor Harry Edwards conducted by Heather Gray.
The focus of this thought-provoking interview was Imam Jamil Abdullah Al-Amin (the former H. Rap
Brown), and The 1968 Olympic Protest.
Here is the link to my presentation of the interview:
https://www.facebook.com/mauri.saalakhan/videos/10160967250335623/
If you appreciate the share, please consider making a much needed tax-deductable donation to the work of
The Aafia Foundation, A large part of work is dedicated to Political Prisoners like Imam Jamil Abdullah AlAmin.
To donate: www.aafia.org And please give a shout out to my friend Heather Gray for this interview:
hmcgray@earthlink.net
In the struggle for peace thru justice!
El-Hajj Mauri' Saalakhan
ABOUT JAMIL AL-AMIN (AKA H. RAP BROWN) AND THE 1968 OLYMPIC PROTEST
An Interview with Dr. Harry Edwards
https://www.facebook.com/mauri.saalakhan/videos/10160967250335623/ “

H. Rap Brown, John Carlos, Harry Edwards, Stokely Carmichael
Howard University, Washington, DC - October 1968
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-Iman Jamil Al-Amin Event-Oakland, CA
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-Indigenous Peoples Solidarity Day -International Leonard Peltier Defense Committee
“Dear Supporters & friends
October 12, 2018 and I wanted send Leonard’s greetings & thanks to all his supporters that have proven
“Indigenous Peoples Day" reimagines Columbus Day and changes a celebration of colonialism into an
opportunity to organize against current injustices, and to celebrate indigenous resistance.”
There are many ways to resists and work for Leonard’s freedom. And Leonard sees this in the legal as well
as peoples support for his freedom. This week he hired a Civil Rights lawyer to push forward his struggleLawrence Hildes of Bellingham, WA. was just hired and spent 4 days with Leonard and the Tampa legal
team to put together another strategy to move the goal of Leonard’s freedom forward. We will be sharing
more of the discussion with in the next few weeks as attorney Hildes is able to turn the discussion into an
outline of action. This move forward will entail us requesting Leonard’s supporters to help make this a
reality by contributing to Leonard’s legal fund. And we can let you know that we can send you a tax
deduction for your donation as our 501c3 has after much struggle become a reality! So please help us
bring Leonard home before Oct 12, 2019!”
https://www.thestranger.com/slog/2018/07/18/29350845/leonard-peltier-freedom-of-speech-lawsuitallowed-to-proceed

“The People’s acts of resistance can be seen in the “Freedom Ride” from Mankato, MN to Coleman FL. The
riders are decedents of the Mankato 38. Chipewyan & Dakota natives who were hung by President Lincoln
for resistance to the encroachment and destruction of their land by white settlers. One of the 38 was White
Dog a great uncle of Leonard’s. These riders rode to Coleman with 3 horses as an act of solidarity with
their elder, Leonard and to educate folks along the way of his innocents
It was a long ride and at about the 1200-mile mark Sheridan and I meet Ken Four Cloud, the riders and
their caravan, as they crossed the border from Georgia into Florida. It was wonderful to meet and greet
them and travel with them to their first stop in Fl.
One of the most important places that we took them to was Ft. Marion/Castillo de San Marcus National
Monument in St. Augustine, FL. This horrific fort is where over 500 Native men, women & children were
held as the U.S. government attempted to destroy Apache, Ponca, Kowa, Caddo’s, Comanches and some
Dakota people. We all went to the Fort and held a prayer ceremony in the cell that had housed Osceola, as
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well as the wives and children of Geronimo. It was a beautiful day for our family from the North to greet
the Ocean in the South. The riders will continue their ride to Washington DC and with many other people
of all nations be part of the Explanation of The Message of Peace depicted by the Six Symbols on the Great
Spirit Relay Global Peace Pole, and on the Global Peace Baton being passed to the Freedom Ride on Nov1
Noon on the Capitol Mall near David’s Tent DC! http://global-emergency-alertresponse.net/GPPsymbols.html
My pleasures in letting you know that the raffle to supporter The Freedom Riders was very much
appreciated by Ken Four Cloud and the rest of the riders. The painting “Filling the Chunapa for Prayer”
donated by Leonard as a way to support the riders was won by our wonderful supporter Yvonne Trachsel
in Switzerland.
We hope Leonard’s Texas/Oklahoma supporters will be able to attend the pre-concert discussion of
Leonard case as well as“The Spirit of Crazy Horse” concert next Tuesday Oct. 16 at the Verizon Center
outside of Dallas.
We thank you again for your support and want you to know it is appreciated by Leonard, myself and the
National Board.
In Solidarity
Paulette-Tampa, FL “
Ofc. 813-488-7861
C 218-790-766

-Nebraska’s most controversial prisoner Ed Poindexter marks forty-eight birthdays behind bars
Michael Richardson - November 1, 2018
“Edward Alan Poindexter was born November 1, 1944, in Omaha, Nebraska. Forty-eight birthdays have
passed in prison as Poindexter, now 76, is two years short of a half-century locked up for a crime he says
he did not commit. Poindexter and David Rice (later Wopashite Mondo Eyen we Langa) were convicted
after a controversial trial for the August 17, 1970 bomb murder of Patrolman Larry Minard.
Leaders of Omaha’s Black Panther affiliate chapter, the National Committee to Combat Fascism, Poindexter
and Rice were targets of COINTELPRO, a clandestine counterintelligence operation of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation. The pair was arrested and prosecuted for murder in a trial marred by a missing 911
recording of a killer’s voice, contradictory dynamite testimony by two detectives, and planted dynamite
particles.
During a prison interview with Nebraska’s most controversial prisoner, Poindexter complained of the
confessed bomber’s lack of remorse and his disgust of Duane Peak’s attitude about the bombing that left
five young children fatherless. Peak, after six different versions of the crime, implicated Poindexter in
exchange for never serving a day in prison and laughed about the murder. Poindexter empathized with the
five children of Minard, as he lost his own father at an early age.
Ed’s father helped him learn to read. “I remember learning how to read by sitting on the floor between my
father’s legs as he read the newspaper, and would point up to words and pictures that he would either
read for me or explain what the photos were.”
“Daddy worked on the railroad. He must have really hated his job and the role he had to play for white
folks because he would never talk about the job, and would always return at the end of the day so angry
that we’d often clear the living room until Daddy had chilled out and read the papers.”
“One day I misread Daddy’s mood, and went to sit on the floor in front of him for my daily lesson in
reading, but he slapped me up side of the head and yelled to leave him alone. I ran upstairs toward the
bedroom crying and mumbling under my breath, “I hate you! I wish you were dead!”
“I think that was on a Friday, because the next morning was a Saturday when I awakened and went
downstairs. There was that familiar but peculiar odor of grease-fried hair under a straightening comb. The
living room was filled with neighbors, quiet and somber. They all spoke to me, but said nothing else. A
couple of the women were crying.”
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“I entered the kitchen for breakfast, and Aunt Alice was frying Mama’s hair. She did not mince words with
me or sugar coat it with typical fairy tales, but instead told me directly, “Butch honey, your father’s dead.
He drown at Carter Lake last night, and you are never going to see him again.”
“I was stunned. The searing pain and shock was unspeakable. I was only eight, and Daddy was just twentysix, and I’d never see him again.”
“I’d wished him dead on Friday, and come Saturday morning he was dead. Actually, he drowned Friday
evening late. I got my wish. I blamed myself for his death, and it took me nearly two years to come out of
my guilt shell and begin acting like a normal kid again. It wasn’t until 1992 that I finally come to grips with
the entire issue of my father’s untimely death that was probably driven by his alcoholism.”
“My Uncle Bob would come to Omaha about once a year to check on us. I remember one visit Uncle Bob
said he would buy me anything I wanted. I thought for a long time, kids want a lot of things, but I didn’t
want anything. I just wanted my father back.”
At his April 1971 trial, Poindexter testified he did not know officer Minard, had no ill will toward him, and
had nothing to do with his murder. Poindexter and Rice were convicted by a jury that never heard the 911
recording that lured Minard to his death. Nor did the jury know the dynamite testimony was unreliable as
post-trial revelations would show. Rice died in prison in March 2016. Poindexter, who has repeatedly been
denied a new trial, remains imprisoned at the maximum-security Nebraska State Penitentiary serving a
life without parole sentence.
Ed Poindexter has never wavered in his steadfast denial of any guilt or role in the Minard murder and
continues to maintain his innocence. “I was unjustly accused of a crime I did not commit.”
https://richardsonreports.wordpress.com/2018/11/01/nebraskas-most-controversial-prisoner-edpoindexter-marks-forty-eight-birthdays-behind-bars/

“The story of Ed Poindexter, the flawed investigation, prosecution, and trial is now available in my new
book, FRAMED: J. Edgar Hoover, COINTELPRO & the Omaha Two story, in print edition at Amazon and in
ebook format at Kindle. Portions of the book may also be read free online at NorthOmahaHistory.com. The
book is also available to patrons of the Omaha Public Library."
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-Behind 12-Day State-Wide PA Prison Lockdown—Control, Power, Money (Excerpted and slightly
edited for this communication) By Major Tillery
“The lockdown of 47,000 prisoners in all 25 PA prisons began August 29, 2018 and lasted for 12 days.
Department of Corrections (DOC) Secretary John Wetzel backed by Governor Tom Wolf said the lockdown
was an emergency measure to protect prison guards. They claimed there was widespread illness of guards
from physical contact with synthetic drugs. This is false.
For every prisoner, the lockdown was 24 hours locked in his or her cell, most double-celled; a minority,
one-man to a cell. No yard time; no time outside the cell on the block; infrequent showers. Food brought to
cells by guards. No law library. No commissary. No contact with the outside world. No mail, no phone, no
visitors. Prisoners missed court dates—no transport of prisoners was allowed. No medications for several
days. Even mail from the court and DAs addressed to a prisoner was “returned to sender.” Those
conditions were worse than solitary confinement, the “hole.”
The lockdown looks like it was a planned pre-emptive action so that the National Prison Strike didn’t
spread to Pennsylvania prisons. The “drug emergency” was a pretext to isolate, repress and control
prisoners. Not only during the lockdown, but to set up permanent restrictions on visitation and personal
mail, ending confidentiality of legal mail, ending prisoners’ ability to purchase newspapers, magazines and
books, and putting this all totally under the control and complete censorship of the DOC. All incoming
letters, newspapers, magazines are being digitally copied and retained by the DOC. Prisoners get lousy
paper copies.
The estimated costs for these changes in visiting procedures, mail and book purchases, including paying
for drones in the name of security measures are expected to be $15,000,000 to start and then at least $4
million a year for the mail processing.
But the DOC says they don’t have the money to treat and cure the 6000 prisoners who have the deadly
hepatitis-C virus. They do nothing about the toxic contaminated water prisoners have to drink and use to
wash up and shower. They refuse to provide adequate medical care and social programs for elderly
prisoners. There are over 10,400 prisoners over the age of 50, almost a quarter of the inmate population..."
For full article please see: https://www.justiceformajortillery.org/
-Nationwide Prison Strike press statement - Oct. 15, 2018
"The extent of repression and retaliation by prison authorities against suspected participants in this year's
nationwide prison strike continues to emerge slowly. The National Lawyers Guild Prisoners’ Legal
Advocacy Network (NLG-PLAN) has received additional details from 12 states, including:
widespread "staff-perpetrated physical abuse, destruction of prisoners’ personal property,
theft/destruction of prisoners’ legal property, and obstruction of prisoners’ access .. e.g. .. to process
grievance forms" scatter-shot retaliation against jailhouse lawyers, including "prevent[ing] them from
jailhouse lawyering by placing them into solitary confinement under false pretenses"
preemptive lock-down and segregation of thousands of prisoners, "in the absence in many cases of any
apparent indication that the prisoners were involved in [the nationwide strike]"
"remarkable nationwide consistency in .. correctional systems’ talking points as cited in the media" —
prison officials in areas where intense repression was reported "have staunchly refused to acknowledge
prison strike activities in their facilities", following a plan distributed by the American Correctional
Association after the 2016 strike.
In Halifax, Nova Scotia, testimony in a habeas corpus application has confirmed that 40 people held in a
"close supervision unit" have been confined to their cells 23 hours a day, on one occasion for a continuous
36-hour period, for several weeks. This action comes after 10 members of prison staff refused to work in
the unit, and commenced during the non-violent strike previously reported.
The Times-Union in Jacksonville, Florida reported that two letters from its journalists asking about the
strike were rejected by officers at Okeechobee Correctional Institution on the grounds that they were a
"threat to the security, order, or rehabilitative objectives of the correctional system, or the safety of any
person".
Meanwhile, severe restrictions have been imposed on correspondence and reading materials in
Pennsylvania and Ohio following claims that contact with synthetic cannabinoids left dozens of prison
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staff sick. This theory has been broadly rejected by medical professionals; a past president of the American
College of Medical Toxicology said "In a word, it's implausible.. One thing we know about [synthetic
cannabinoids] is that they don't cause the effects these folks are having, and certainly not by the route that
they're being exposed ... The symptoms are much more consistent with anxiety." People in prison, their
families and supporters fear that the changes, costing tens of millions of dollars, will effectively shut down
groups like Books Through Bars in those states, as well as expose client-attorney communications to
surveillance.
At Indiana State Prison, whistleblower Aaron McDonald is now under a one year non-contact visitation
status in retaliation for exposing the inhumane conditions and rampant abuse going on inside. His mother,
Leslie Hernandez is facing bogus charges for her outside organizing and support for her son. IDOC Watch
is monitoring the situation and preparing the next move to defend them both.
The crackdown against incarcerated activists in Youngstown, Ohio has intensified. Imam Siddique Hasan, a
prisoner leader on death row following the 1993 uprising in Lucasville Ohio received a one year phone
restriction and security level hike, while multiple supporters were permanently banned from visiting any
Ohio prisons. Officials at the supermax where Hasan is held have also engaged in collective punishment by
increasing visitation restrictions, especially targeting organizer Greg Curry. Prosecutor Mark Peipmeier
also filed motion to set an execution date for Hasan’s friend, Keith LaMar, who was also falsely convicted
following the uprising. This motion came shortly after the strike, but LaMar was not involved in strike
organizing.
In nearby Toledo, Ohio David Easley, James Ward, and Matt Hinkston engaged in another hunger strike
September 14th to raise up the ten prison strike demands, in protest to their own isolation after the
August 21st strike and to fight for proper mental health treatment for their fellow incarcerated comrades.
In order to most effectively capture the energy that has been generated during the National Prison Strike
Jailhouse Lawyers Speaks has established the Millions for Prisoners’ Human Rights Coalition. The coalition
aims to include 400+ groups and organizations that endorsed the National Prison Strike as well as
individuals who’ve signed on in solidarity with prisoners. The coalition is committed to the achievement of
all of prisoners demands beyond the strike dates.
The Coalition will be led by incarcerated organizers who relay updates to coalition members on at least a
bi-weekly basis. The strategy moving forward will include outside members supporting different forms of
prisoner led resistance. At this time JLS is focused on informing policymakers about the National Prison
Strike and has requested that the coalition collect signatures and send letters to members of Congress on
the state and federal levels. To date the online petition has collected well over 30,000 signatures and has
sent thousands of letters demanding that prisoners’ human rights be met. Coalition Sign up link:
http://sawarimi.org/jls-prisoners-initiative
While reporters and supporters are eager to know, no plans have been solidified and no dates have been
released for a National Prison Strike next year. In the coming months JLS will be leading resistance by
relaying actions through the Millions for Prisoners’ Human Rights Coalition. Supporters as well as
reporters are encouraged to join the coalition in order to stay informed about JLS’s next steps.
We look forward to seeing the outcomes of JLS strategy leading collective action from the inside in pursuit
of each of the demands. As the months continue, actions progress and results materialize, JLS will be able
to give more informed details about future events that best respond to the nation’s desperately volatile
criminal justice climate."
Statement regarding the Nationwide Prison Strike of 2018-Issued October 15, 2018 by the Prison Strike
Media Team.”
Amani Sawari, official outside media representative of Jailhouse Lawyers Speak
prisonstrikemedia@gmail.com
Jared Ware, Freelance journalist covering prisoner movements
jaybeware@gmail.com @jaybeware on Twitter
Incarcerated Workers Organizing Committee (IWOC)
National Media Subcommittee, media@incarceratedworkers.org @IWW_IWOC on twitter
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-NOTE: “If you send these updates to Joe-Joe Bowen or Sundiata Acoli, their addresses have
changed:
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Joe-Joe Bowen* #AM4272
SCI Fayette
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
*Address envelope to Joseph Bowen.
Sundiata Acoli* #39794-066
FCI Cumberland
Post Office Box 1000
Cumberland, Maryland 21501
*Address envelope to Clark Squire “
-2019 Certain Days: Freedom for Political Prisoners calendar “This is the main project I work on
year-round and I finally have something to show for it. The 2019 Certain Days: Freedom for Political
Prisoners calendar is back from the printer and it looks great. I hope you can get your hands on one or a
stack. All of our proceeds go to groups that work on prison issues like Release Aging People in Prison
(RAPP) and Addameer (Palestinian political prisoner association).
One cool thing is we have a new distributor, Burning Books in Buffalo, NY, and they are offering FREE
SHIPPING on orders over $25. In this case, that's two calendars or feel free to buy one of our calendars and
any number of their excellent books. Its also a steal if you buy 10 as its only $100 and you can sell each for
$15, keeping the extra 5 dollars for yourself or your project. Thanks so much for checking this out. Daniel
We are happy to announce that pre-sales for the 2019 Certain Days calendar have begun! You can order in
the United States, Canada and Internationally at:

• US orders->https://burningbooks.com/products/certain-days-2019-calendar-awakeningresistance

• Canadian orders (1-9 copies)->https://www.leftwingbooks.net/book/content/certain-daysfreedom-political-prisoners-calendar-2019

• Canadian Bulk (10 copies+) --> scroll down at https://www.certaindays.org/order/
• Prisoner copies (only $8)--> https://www.certaindays.org/order/prisoners/
• Outside of North America--> https://www.certaindays.org/order/
Certain Days 2019: Health/Care The Certain Days: Freedom for Political Prisoners Calendar is a joint
fundraising and educational project between outside organizers in Montreal, Hamilton, New York and
Baltimore, in partnership with a political prisoner being held in maximum-security prison in New York
State, David Gilbert. Co-founders Robert Seth Hayes and Herman Bell were released from prison in 2018.
Your group can buy 10 or more for the rate of $10 each and then sell them for $15, keeping the difference
for your organization. Many campaigns, infoshops and projects do this as a way of raising funds and
spreading awareness about political prisoners. Use the discount code "BULK" to get 10 or more calendars
for $10 each. This year’s theme is “Health/Care,” and features art and writings by David Gilbert, Bec
Young, RISE: Radical Indigenous Survivance and Empowerment, Aviva Stahl, Debbie, Mike and Chuck
Africa, Roger Peet, Addameer, Leah Jo Carnine, Suzy Subways, Farha Najah, Ashanti Alston, Alec Dunn,
Barbara Zeller, Hikaru Ikeda, Giselle Dias, Micah Bazant, Alisha Walker, Fernando Marti, Sins Invalid, Tom
Manning, Dave George, Laura Whitehorn, Frizz Kid, Abolitionist Law Center, Cindy Milstein, and more. The
proceeds from Certain Days 2019 will be divided among these groups: Addameer Prisoner Support and
Human Rights Association (Palestine), Release Aging People in Prison (RAPP) and other groups in need.
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Don't forget- if you buy 10 or more, be sure to use the discount code "BULK" to get 10 or more calendars
for $10 each. love,Certain Days collective”

-Government Repression, National Prisoners Strike & the Case of Mumia Abu-Jamal
"Thurs. Oct. 25, 7pm Public Forum: 2969 Mission St. San Francisco
Speakers:
Gloria La Riva, ANSWER Coalition
Yvette Felarca, BAMN
Gerald Smith, Labor Action Committee to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal, former Black Panther
Clarence Thomas, former Black Panther, ILWU Local 10 Sec.-Treas. retired
Bilal Mafundi Ali, leader of Bay Area National Prison Strike Solidarity Committee; Poor Magazine
Moderators: Jack Heyman, ILWU retired, Labor Action Committee, and leading participant in port
shutdowns for Mumia, Oscar Grant, and to oppose the Iraq War; and Ras Ceylon, Local Educator, Rapper &
Organizer
Recorded greetings: Kevin Cooper, innocent death row inmate at San Quentin. Kevin Cooper is the first in
line to face execution if/when the death penalty is reactivated in California
Recorded Commentary: Mumia Abu-Jamal, political prisoner in Pennsylvania and former Black Panther,
framed for a crime he did not commit.
Open discussion will follow the speakers.
Endorsers: Labor Action Committee To Free Mumia Abu-Jamal, ANSWER Coalition, Communist Workers
League, Oscar Grant Committee, BAMN, Socialist Viewpoint, Oakland Teachers for Mumia, and Party for
Socialism and Liberation."
-

-ICONIC BLACK PANTHER FINE ART EXHIBITION OPENING WEEKEND
“(BLACK PANTHERS AND ARTISTS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND ALL EVENTS):
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 2, 2018:
PRESS PREVIEW:3-5 PM
VIP PREVIEW: 6-7 PM
GRAND OPENING, PUBLIC: 7-10PM
THIS EVENT WILL BE FILMED
SATURDAY NOV 3, 2018:
PANTHER + ARTIST + COLLECTOR BREAKFAST: 10-11AM
FREE BREAKFAST + FOOD DRIVE, PUBLIC (done in collaboration with Black Panther food drive on the
West Side): 11AM-1PM
PANTHER POSTER SIGNING: + DJ, PUBLIC: 1-3PM
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SUNDAY NOV 4, 2018:
FREE ANGELA MOVIE SCREENING, PUBLIC: 12-2PM
HER WORDS: BLACK PANTHER WOMEN SPEAK, PUBLIC: 2:30-4PM
THIS EVENT WILL BE FILMED
STONY ISLAND ARTS BANK
6760 STONY ISLAND AVE
CHICAGO IL 60649
***ALL EVENTS ARE FREE***
Link to Newsletter:
https://mailchi.mp/45e641b29b8c/iconicchicagoannouncement
Link to Press Release: https://bit.ly/2QrIALh "
-Comrade Malik: I am nearly at my breaking point! Please intervene! October 23, 2018 by Keith
‘Malik’ Washington
Peace and blessings, Sisters and Brothers!
I woke up this morning and went to outside recreation. Before being escorted to rec, the officers came to
my cell with a male sergeant named Espinoza. He had the video cam-corder in his hand and I was asked to
submit to a strip search. I complied. These strip searches are humiliating and degrading!
TDCJ has me classified as a “High Profile Inmate,” but no one here has actually told me why I have been
placed on high profile status. The only reasons I’ve been given is “you have lawsuits.” However, this
supports my argument that the prison agency TDCJ has been retaliating against me for accessing the
courts.
Last year I won a civil lawsuit when I challenged TDCJ’s unconstitutional beard and religious headgear
policy. While I was litigating that suit I was not subjected to this humiliating treatment. So why now? Why
the video camera?
TDCJ has me classified as a “High Profile Inmate,” but no one here has actually told me why I have been
placed on high profile status." For full article please see: http://sfbayview.com/2018/10/comrade-maliki-am-nearly-at-my-breaking-point-please-intervene/
-Announcing the Solitary Confinement Resource Center By Jean Casella and James Ridgeway November 2, 2018
“The Solitary Confinement Resource Center is a curated, fully searchable database of media, research,
firsthand accounts, court and policy documents, and advocacy tools on the use of solitary confinement in
U.S. prisons, jails, and juvenile detention facilities.
Although some 80,000 people are held in isolation in the United States on any given day, solitary
confinement units and supermax prisons long functioned as virtual black sites, hidden from the public,
policymakers, and the press. Today, despite the best efforts of a system that resists transparency, the body
of information on solitary confinement is growing, but it remained scattered and difficult to access.
Believing that information can be a powerful force for change, Solitary Watch joined with the Unlock the
Box national campaign to create this central, comprehensive bank of resources for use by advocates,
journalists, scholars, educators, attorneys, health care providers, corrections officials, solitary survivors
and their loved ones, and other concerned citizens who seek to shine a light on one of the darkest corners
of our criminal justice system. We encourage Solitary Watch readers to explore the Solitary Confinement
Resource Center, and use the form found on the site to suggest additional resources.
The Solitary Confinement Resource Center is made possible through a grant from the Jacob and Valeria
Langeloth Foundation." https://solitarywatch.org/2018/11/02/announcing-the-solitary-confinementresource-center/
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-Behind 12-day statewide Pennsylvania prison lockdown: Control, power, money
by Major Tillery
“The lockdown of 47,000 prisoners in all 25 Pennsylvania prisons began Aug. 29, 2018, and lasted for 12
days. Department of Corrections (DOC) Secretary John Wetzel backed by Gov. Tom Wolf said the lockdown
was an emergency measure to protect prison guards. They claimed there was widespread illness of guards
from physical contact with synthetic drugs. This is false. For every prisoner, the lockdown was 24 hours
locked in his or her cell, most double-celled; a minority, one-man to a cell. No yard time; no time outside
the cell on the block; infrequent showers. Food brought to cells by guards. No law library. No commissary.
No contact with the outside world. No mail, no phone, no visitors. Prisoners missed court dates – no
transport of prisoners was allowed. No medications for several days”. For full article please see:
http://sfbayview.com/2018/10/behind-12-day-statewide-pennsylvania-prison-lockdown-control-powermoney/
-NOTE: “ANY PRISONER IN PENNSYLVANIA (all Pennsylvania prisoners must now have their mail
sent to a private contractor in Florida), their addresses have changed:
Dion Ortiz
Burleigh County Detention Center
Post Office Box 2499
Bismarck, North Dakota 58502
Connor Stevens #57978-060
FCI Jesup
2680 301 South
Jesup, Georgia 31599
Reality Winner #22056-021
FMC Carswell
Post Office Box 27137
Fort Worth, Texas 76127
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Mumia Abu-Jamal #AM8335
SCI Mahanoy
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Charles Sims Africa #AM4975
SCI Dallas
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Delbert Orr Africa #AM4985
SCI Dallas
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Edward Goodman Africa #AM4974
SCI Mahanoy
Post Office Box 33028
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St Petersburg, Florida 33733
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Janet Holloway Africa #OO6308
SCI Cambridge Springs
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Janine Phillips Africa #OO6309
SCI Cambridge Springs
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Michael Davis Africa #AM4973
SCI Phoenix
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Joe-Joe Bowen* #AM4272
SCI Coal Township
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
*Address envelope to Joseph Bowen.
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Muhammad Burton* AF3896
SCI Somerset
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
*Address envelope to Fred Burton.
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Russell Maroon Shoatz #AF3855
SCI Dallas
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
Free 'em all, NYC ABC”
-On Veteran's Day, and Every Day, Support 'OUR' Troops!
"You may have already seen this video. However, a revisit will only be a much needed reminder.
SUPPORT OUR TROOPS
PLEASE TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO VIEW THE LINK BELOW.
http://blackagendareport.com/content/support-our-troops
Peace thru Revolutionary Love & Revolutionary Action!”
-12/15: Holiday Letter Writing for Nina and Ana!
“Support our International Campaign to Free Ana Belen Montes:
http://www.prolibertad.org/u-n-campaign-for-ana-belen
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Sign the petition to help Free Nina Droz Franco:
https://www.change.org/p/libertad-para-nina-droz-franco
Join us as we celebrate a year of building a movement to Free our Puerto Rican Political Prisoners! Our
letters to the prisoners are an amazing gift to them! Enjoy some letter writing, poetry, music, light
refreshments and fun!”
The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign www.ProLibertad.org ProLibertad@hotmail.com
Facebook.com/ProLibertadFC Twitter: @ProLibertad Instagram: @ProLibertadFC 718-601-4751
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-The Root of America's Over-Use of Solitary Prison Confinements - and How Reform Can Happen
Keramet Reiter - November 2, 2018
"Tens of thousands of prisoners across the United States spend months, years – and sometimes decades –
locked alone in windowless concrete rooms the size of wheelchair accessible bathroom stalls for at least
23 hours a day, seven days a week. Prison officials, not judges or juries, decide both which prisoners end
up in solitary confinement and how long prisoners spend locked in these conditions. The United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Torture says that more than 15 days in these conditions can violate international
human rights law. And social psychologists argue that these conditions can induce symptoms of psychosis
after anywhere from just a few days to weeks. Solitary confinement is not only psychologically expensive –
it is fiscally expensive, too. A year in solitary averages $75,000 per prisoner – about three times the
average annual cost of incarceration in the United States and eight times the average annual cost of public
university tuition. In spite of these investments, solitary confinement does not actually reduce violence or
prison problems.
My research examines how and why solitary confinement, especially its modern iteration in supermax
facilities, became widespread and popular in the 1980s – and why the practice began to wane in
popularity if not prevalence in the 2010s. By examining the history of supermax prisons and doing
interviews with prisoners and staff, my research presents possibilities for reform." For full article please
see: https://scholars.org/brief/root-americas-over-use-solitary-prison-confinements-and-how-reformcan-happen “

-RAPP: New York State Parole Interview Feedback Form
“In collaboration with the Parole Preparation Project, we are launching the New York State Parole
Interview Feedback Form to promote more community oversight and feedback of the Parole Board. The
form is specifically for family members and friends of incarcerated people. We want those connected to
parole applicants in NYS prisons to have an easy way of accounting their loved ones' experiences with the
Parole Board. We want to know what happened during someone's parole interview; which Commissioners
were present and what questions did they ask; and whether or not the Commissioners followed the law
when making their decision. Please fill out the form if it applies to you or your loved one, and share it with
anyone who you think might be interested. We will use the feedback we acquire in our advocacy efforts,
including by sharing it with key policymakers, the media and other influential parties.”
Form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeIyJjXYq3hEEVcNEzRByrfhborp5iTiGQZlm4atFiWagqg/viewform

Jericho Movement's Current Work and Progress
Jericho actively maintains direct connections with our political prisoner by visiting or writing them
monthly. We also maintain contact and assists their families as available. We monitor health & legal status
and provide support and intervention. We hold political education classes, table at events, give
presentations, interviews and speak on radio shows. We are actively involved in collaborating with and
supporting other organizations and events which are in alignment with our missions and values to break
down walls of injustice, racism, oppression and Free our Political Prisoners. Jericho meetings occurred
during the month of October across the nation.
Thinking forward-we will be updating our website, increasing our international reach to build continued
solidarity and plan to create additional resources for our Political Prisoners/POW's and their families.
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The Jericho Movement has initiated as well as supported and participated in many rallies, events and
calls to action this month.
Local Activities in Richmond
After a successful 2017-2018 years of seminars and workshops, Jericho is again is in the planning stages of
collaborating with Virginia Commonwealth University to roll out another series of revolutionary
community programs starting in 2019.
New York City Jericho October Chapter Report
On October 1, 2018, Ann Jaffe from NYC Jericho went with friends from the Campaign to Bring Mumia
Home to Albany for Republican hearings on the issue of parole reform. Release Aging People in Prison
(RAPP) and the Parole Preparation Project (PPP) were invited to testify at these hearings. Following is
RAPP’s report:
On October 1, 2018, a broad coalition of criminal justice advocates, formerly incarcerated people and
community members gathered in Albany before a NYS Senate Republican hearing on the State Parole
Board’s conduct and the Governor’s restoration of voting rights to more than 24,000 people on parole.
Advocates Rallied to Call Out Senate Republican Leadership’s Racist Political Agenda, Interference in
Independent Parole Board Decisions and Peoples’ Right to Vote

Advocates stood in support of voting rights for all people and increases in Parole Board release rates
despite strong opposition from some Republican Senators. Advocates called out the racist political tactics
of many Senate Republicans attempting to demonize and attack currently and formerly incarcerated
people for political purposes and before the November elections. Advocates said that Senate Republicanled hearings were not rooted in concerns for “public safety” or crime victims, but aimed at mobilizing their
voting base in battleground Senate districts and scaring their constituency. Advocates said that the Parole
Board should release more incarcerated people and that all people on parole should have the opportunity
to vote, regardless of their crime. They stood with representatives of victims and survivors of crime to
make clear that mass incarceration does not support healing, safety or justice for crime survivors and
victims.
On October 16, 2018, a hearing was held at the United Nations regarding so-called political prisoners in
Cuba, those who take money from the CIA to help undermine the Cuban government. We decided to bring
the real U.S.-held political prisoners to the rally across the street at Ralph Bunche Park. We put up the
posters and were able to keep them up for at least 90 minutes before police made us take them down
(which we did extremely slowly).
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Political Prisoner Wall at Ralph Bunche Park on October 16, 2018. Thanks to all who helped put posters
up!
NYC Jericho also participated in the International Tribunal on U.S. Crimes in Puerto Rico, held at Holy Rood
Church on Saturday, October 27, 2018. Frank Velgara played a key role in the organization of the Tribunal
We had our monthly chapter meeting on October 20, 2018 and have an excellent working plan for the
upcoming months with our “Dare to Struggle” series at the People’s Forum. Our first event will be on
Sunday, November 25, 2018.
On October 29, 2018, NYC Jericho mobilized to Philthydelphia along with many others for yet another
court hearing for Mumia Abu-Jamal.
https://www.workers.org/2018/10/30/new-evidence-of-castilles-bias-in-mumia-abu-jamal-case/
New evidence of Castille’s bias in Mumia Abu-Jamal case
By Betsey Piette posted on October 30, 2018
As supporters demonstrated in the
streets outside Philadelphia’s
Criminal Justice Center on Oct. 29,
inside the courthouse attorneys for
political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal
presented new arguments of
substantive bias by former District
Attorney Ronald Castille as grounds
for granting Abu-Jamal’s petition.
Abu-Jamal’s initial petition, filed in
August 2016, is based on the 2016
U.S. Supreme Court ruling in
Williams v. Pennsylvania that found
due process was violated when Castille participated in the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s consideration of
William’s appeal in a capital post-conviction case. Castille, in his previous position as district attorney of
Philadelphia, had approved decisions to seek the death penalty. The SCOTUS ruling established that a
petitioner is entitled to relief when a reasonable observer could conclude that a judge harbored
disqualifying bias against the petitioner.
Representing Abu-Jamal, Judith Ritter and Samuel Spital asked Common Court of Appeals Judge Leon
Tucker to vacate Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s decisions that denied Abu-Jamal’s right to appeal his 1983
capital conviction, stemming from the death of Philadelphia police officer Daniel Faulkner. The appeal is
asking for Abu-Jamal’s right to a new evidentiary hearing.
The petition was first heard on April 24, 2017. Since January 2018, when Philadelphia’s current district
attorney, Larry Krasner, took office, six additional hearings have been held. At each the Commonwealth has
sought to deny Abu-Jamal’s petition, claiming “no evidence exists” of Castille’s direct involvement in AbuJamal’s case while he served as district attorney.
New evidence surfaces
The lawyers’ new amendment is based on two pieces of evidence that came to light during searches of
hundreds of boxes of files looking for a letter written by DA Castille in June 1990 to then Gov. Robert P.
Casey. An initial search of files in September 2017 uncovered a draft for a letter written on Castille’s behalf
by former Deputy DA Gaele Barthold. Her June 1, 1990, memo to Castille states, “As discussed, I have
drafted a letter to Governor Casey for your signature, Ron, requesting that death warrants be issued in
appropriate Philadelphia County death cases.”
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In his June 15, 1990, letter to Casey, Castille used Barthold’s draft but inserted a paragraph urging Casey to
sign death warrants to send a message to “all police killers.” At her recent deposition, Barthold confirmed
that the paragraph concerning “cop killers” was not in her draft and was not in language she would have
used. While the Commonwealth uncovered Barthold’s draft, which refers to a copy of Castille’s letter being
attached, they maintain that Castille’s final signed letter to Casey cannot be found.
Castille’s letter referred to a list of capital cases then before
Casey. Because he had not exhausted his appeals before the
DA’s office, Abu-Jamal’s case was not on the list. However,
his attorneys hold that Castille had to have examined the
status of Abu-Jamal’s case as of June 15, 1990, to determine
that it was not ready for a death warrant. They charge that
this reflects substantial, personal involvement in a critical
decision in Abu-Jamal’s case.
Support for pro-death penalty legislation
A few days before the Aug. 30 hearing regarding the status
of their search for the missing letter, the Commonwealth notified the court that they had also uncovered
evidence of communications between DA Castille and former Pennsylvania State Senator Michael Fisher
regarding passage of legislation to further restrict state appeals of death penalty convictions.
The evidence was a letter, on letterhead identifying Ron Castille as district attorney, from then
Philadelphia Assistant District Attorney Kathleen McDonnell sent “pursuant to Sen. Fisher’s request, in
order to provide him with, the current status of certain death row inmates.” Abu-Jamal’s name was the
first of nine capital defendants.
As with the Barthold memo, the “request” that gave rise to McDonnell’s letter was not provided, and the
Commonwealth could not verify to whom Fisher addressed his request. Abu-Jamal’s attorneys charge that
if Fisher’s letter was addressed to Castille, it would be additional evidence of his personal significant
involvement. The Commonwealth claims that, even after searching more boxes of files, it cannot locate the
request letter.
The attorneys further argued that there can be little doubt of Castille’s ardent support for capital
punishment and his frustration that it wasn’t being implemented during his term as DA. According to their
new amendment, “Fisher had introduced a new death penalty statute designed to bring capital
punishment back to Pennsylvania after an earlier statute had been declared unconstitutional.”
The amendment also notes that “on Sept. 23, 1988, DA Castille wrote directly to Fisher urging passage of
an amendment to the death penalty law and conveying his fears about the impact of Mills v. Maryland.”
Castille feared that “Mills may lead to the vacating of scores of death penalties.” Abu-Jamal’s case not only
contained a Mills claim — it became the basis for his eventual sentencing relief.
Failure to secure evidence is grounds for appeal
Abu-Jamal’s attorneys have argued that despite the Commonwealth’s failure to find missing records, “The
newly discovered evidence in these proceedings establishes that a reasonable observer could conclude
that Justice Castille harbored disqualifying bias against Mr. Abu-Jamal as a person convicted of killing a
police officer.”
Speaking in court today, Samuel Spital again raised that the Commonwealth’s proven inability to secure
evidence favorable to the defendant constitutes adverse interference that arises under the state court’s
spoliation doctrine. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court holds that “spoliation of evidence is the nonpreservation or significant alteration of evidence for pending future litigation.”
Noting that Abu-Jamal and the DA’s office have been involved in post-conviction litigation for most of the
last 30 years, Spital stated that the Commonwealth had the duty to preserve these documents, yet failed to
do so. The amendment also notes that, after having obtained a two-month continuance and assigned a
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paralegal to work full-time to search for it, the Commonwealth has recognized that the missing memo is
central to this case. To date the Commonwealth admits that many boxes of files remain unaccounted for.
Abu-Jamal’s case was the most important capital case in Philadelphia’s history. It involved the killing of a
police officer, allegedly by a former member of the Black Panther Party. The case remains important, not
just to Philadelphia, but to an international liberation movement.
To argue that DA Castille was wholly uninvolved in the decisions around the response to Abu-Jamal’s first
appeals lacks credibility. During Castille’s term as DA, his office aggressively fought Abu-Jamal’s initial
appeals. As DA in 1988, Castille received a “Man of the Year award” from the Fraternal Order of Police,
which has arduously sought Abu-Jamal’s death.
Spital noted that as DA, Castille’s focus on sending a message to “police killers” could be seen as either bias
against a particular defendant or a class of cases. Under the Constitution, claims of judicial bias do not
require proof of actual bias. The question for the court is whether the judge is likely to be neutral or
whether there is unconstitutional potential for bias. The PA Supreme Court has held that recusal is
required wherever there is substantial doubt as to the judge’s ability to preside impartially. Castille had
denied repeated requests from Abu-Jamal to recuse himself.
FOP intimidation
For the third time in as many hearings, the Faulkner family and dozens of FOP members were given
priority seating in the small courtroom, leaving little space for Abu-Jamal’s family and supporters. Former
Assistant District Attorney Joseph McGill, who produced a training video for prosecutors to keep Black
people off juries, and former police officer Gary Bell, who lied about hearing Abu-Jamal’s confession, were
part of today’s FOP contingent — a clear effort to intimidate the court.
Abu-Jamal’s lawyers requested a one-month extension to await the results of their right-to-know request
to the Pennsylvania State Senate Judiciary Committee for documents. Tucker granted the request and was
determining that the court would reconvene on Dec. 3 when Maureen Faulkner, Daniel Faulkner’s spouse,
stood up to denounce the extension. When she refused to stop her outburst, Tucker had her ejected from
the court.
Tucker ended the session noting, “The court is not going to rush to judgment in this matter. Just to be clear,
no matter how long it takes, this court is going to do the right thing.”
NYC Jericho also visited Jalil Muntaqim twice during the month of October and brought him part of a food
package. Another visitor had brought him 25 pounds of food on October 27, 2018, so we brought him 10
pounds on the next day.
We have also been communicating with Joy Powell, since her son Terrell Blake was killed by police on
October 10, 2018 in Rochester. Obviously, this is a difficult time for Joy, so we have been providing as much
support as possible, mostly through correspondence and telephone calls, as well as communicating with
her other children. We were able to send Joy a food package by mail. Unfortunately, although the package
was received at 7 a.m. on Saturday, October 6th, it was not delivered to Joy until Tuesday, October 9th, so
all the perishables were spoiled. Just another example of the sadism of the CO’s!

In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela Campaign
Jericho is spearheading the “In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela” campaign proposed by political prisoner and
co-founder of the National Jericho Movement Jalil Abdul Muntaqim. This initiative appeals to the
international community, including the International Commission of Jurists, to call for special hearings
within the United Nations to review the cases of Political Prisoners.
Several meetings have already occurred in collaboration with interested others, and much headway is
being made regarding organizing efforts. The campaign "In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela” met in NYC on

59

October 13th, 2018. Committee's have been developed and include: Legal, Media, Outreach, Finance,
Fundraising and Research. Also, a bank account has been opened and T shirts are in the process. The
website is also up, please see: http://spiritofmandela.org/ . Everyone is encouraged to check out the
website! Please contact: nycjericho@gmail.com if you are interested in becoming involved. The next
meeting in NYC will be November 10th. We invite you to support this initiative.
“Set your calendars now: The International Tribunal on U.S. Human Rights Violations and Political
Prisoners (ITUSHRPP) is set to take place in October 2021. We intend to document, in detailed
evidentiary form and utilizing all available contemporary human rights precedents, the gross violations
faced by colonized people and those who have defended basic self determination principles. But this will
not be a narrow or dry legalistic affair. This people’s Tribunal is designed to both educate and mobilize, so
renewed fight back movements can emerge and be strengthened. We are aware that we stand on
formidable shoulders.
In the 1940’s, W.E.B. DuBois first petitioned the newly-formed United Nations regarding the rights of U.S.born people of African descent; in the 1950’s Paul Robeson was one of a number who “Charged Genocide”
against the U.S. government to the global body. Minister Malcolm X’s formation in 1964 of the
Organization of Afro-American Unity was part of a direct campaign to put the case of “the 22 million Black
people who are the victims of Americanism” before the Organization of African Unity and the U.N. On
Human Rights Day 1978, attorney Lennox Hinds— working on behalf of the National Conference of Black
Lawyers, the Commission for Racial Justice of the United Church of Christ, and the National Alliance
Against Racism—petitioned the UN’s Human Rights Commission, resulting in a team of seven
international jurists investigating cases of gross violations pertaining to U.S. political prisoners.
Throughout the 1980’s and 1990’s, Dr. Luis Nieves Falcon and a wide array of petitioners held a variety of
Tribunals in Europe, the U.S., and Puerto Rico, with verdicts indicating further abuses of the
U.S. prison, police, political, and military systems. And in 2014, the UN Human Rights Committee issued a
report criticizing the U.S. for 25 distinct violations of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. We are aware that the people’s voice—including the voices of our long-incarcerated elders—
must be heard.
Mutulu Shakur asserted the need for a U.S. process of truth and reconciliation, and many have begun to
discuss and implement grassroots forum for truth-telling, where witnesses listen and reflect upon voices
“from the margins” to organize for an end to structural and militarized state violence. Jalil Muntaqim has
called for campaigns “in the spirit of Mandela,” where the international social and political context which
helped revise the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners in 2015 be utilized in the case
of those incarcerated in the U.S. Our International Tribunal will call for testimony from both sides of the
wall, both on issues of the torturous conditions of political imprisonment and on the root colonial and neocolonial conditions and repression which inevitably lead to growing numbers of political prisoners. We
will not separate the work to free our prisoners with the work to free the land, and for ultimate liberation
of all."
As we continue to launch the In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela, Bring Back the International Jurists Campaign, we
are providing links to some important documents. One of these is the United Nations Mandela Rules,
unanimously passed by the Security Counsel in December of 2015. Another important document is Jalil
Muntaqim's essay regarding the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the
International Jurists. Please see links and Docs at: http://www.freejalil.com/2017juristsUN.html also in
German!! Click here to read the Report of International Jurists—Visit with Human Rights Petitioners in the
United States, August 3-20, 1979.
Political Prisoner/Prisoner of War, Jalil Muntaqim states in his blog “recently the Jericho Amnesty Movement
embarked on a new national and international campaign to persuade the U.N. International Jurists to initiate a
formal investigation on human rights abuses of U.S. political prisoners. To further demand the U.S. Corporate
Government implement the U.N. Minimum Standards on the Treatment of Prisoners, and for the immediate
release of our political prisoners. This especially calls for the release of those with COINTELPRO convictions
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who have languished in prison for 30 to 50 years. These political prisoners were contemporaries of Nelson
Mandela; when he was fighting against Apartheid in South Afrika, they were fighting against Jim Crow
segregation and second-class citizenship in the U.S. This Jericho campaign motto is “In the Spirit of Nelson
Mandela” and activists across the country are urged to join and support in whatever way they are able in
political solidarity toward the building of the National Coalition for the Human Rights of Political Prisoners”.
(http://www.freejalil.com/blog47.html).
Please read our invitation below and contact us if you are interested in endorsing, sponsoring or
otherwise becoming involved in “The Spirit of Nelson Mandela” initiative.
“Greetings of Peace!

“It is said that no one truly knows a nation until one has been inside its jails. A nation should not be judged
by how it treats its highest citizens, but its lowest ones.” —Nelson Mandela
The IN THE SPIRIT OF NELSON MANDELA COALITION invites you to join our campaign to develop an
International Coalition to acknowledge, recognize and push for the release of US held Political Prisoners. The
conditions under which US political prisoners are forced to live and the length of their sentences violates
international law and the UN Nelson Mandela Rules. In December 2015, the United Nations General Assembly
adopted its landmark resolution 70/175 entitled “United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment
of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules”) (https://www.penalreform.org/priorities/prisonconditions/standard-minimum-rules/). These Rules condemn the United States’ policies and practices of
punitive solitary confinement, medical neglect and long term solitary confinement. This particular international
initiative stems from a call from Political Prisoner and co-founder of the National Jericho Movement to Free All
Political Prisoners, Jalil Abdul Muntaqim. Although efforts to present our issues in the international arena
certainly aren’t new—Malcolm X urged such in the 1960s—this Initiative begins with a much needed renewed
energy, focus and commitment.
While constantly organizing and soliciting endorsers and sponsors, our first campaign objective was to contact
the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) (https://www.icj.org) to initiate a formal investigation into the
holding of Political Prisoners in the United States. Representatives from the ICJ had come to the United States
before in 1979 to visit Political prisoners Sundiata Acoli and Ed Poindexter. Some forty years later these
prisoners still remain in prison. Ultimately, we hope to use this investigation to bring the following results:
•

Generate international awareness and attention

•

Implore the United Nation to convene a Truth and Reconciliation Tribunal to explore, expose and address
the social, economic and political historic conditions of people of color, and particularly black people in the
United States, revolutionaries and movement organizations that struggle against these conditions, and the
government’s brutal and illegal response to those organizations and people resulting in the deaths and
incarcerations of hundreds

•

Build political and legal pressure to call for the release of Political Prisoners

We realize that we have a difficult job ahead, but the more national and international solidarity we garner, the
greater the chances for victory. We hope you will join the campaign by 1. Agreeing to support by clearly identifying your organization and contact person;
2. Providing your accurate email and phone number (We will keep you informed of developments of this
initiative); and
3. Partaking of the unique experience of collectively brain storming strategies to bring this struggle to the
international arena and to the United Nations.
Your input is valued at any level.
In solidarity,
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The National Jericho Movement
In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela Coalition”

FREE ALL U.S. HELD POLITICAL PRISONERS!!!

Moving Forward
As we move towards accomplishing our goals, we seek to continue to form new alliances, to help build a more
unified front both nationally and internationally. We look forward to expanding our scope of services as well as
increasing our dedicated members, especially reaching out to the youth to carry on the torch of justice for not
only our beloved freedom fighter's who are now elders still in these dungeons , but also for those Political
Prisoner's who are to come in the future-and surely they will, given the escalating oppression and fascism that
is swiftly seeping through every “right” in this country. Unless a sudden change permeates the power
structures, the number of political prisoner's will grow. COINTELPRO is still alive and running many missives
in which to entrap those who oppose the tyrannical, oppressive & racism regime. In the many decades of their
operations they have become even more cunning and sophisticated. Our hope is to unify the people who truly
want to move forward towards a better future for all, not just some-and to use the power of unified numbers to
stand as strong as a spider web against those who have chosen a destructive path to abolish human rights .
As our Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War are aging and too many have already died behind these dungeon
walls, it is imperative that we as a collective, continue to go even harder in the quest for their freedom. They
have been waiting patiently... for 30, 40, 50 years. “For to be free is not merely to cast off one's chains, but to live
in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of others.”―Nelson Mandela
As Jericho has withstood many obstacles in the past 20 years, we are still here, and we will not fall back. We are
relentless in bringing our beloved freedom fighters home.

Gratitude and Appreciation
It is with great gratitude that we express our sincere appreciation to you-our supporters. Without your
help, we could not accomplish all that we do for our Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War. From helping
their families visit them, to assisting with legal and medical needs, to putting monies in their commissary
as well as providing forums wherein we can hold events to educate others about our Political
Prisoners/Prisoner's of War, your support helps make this possible. We know it, and our Political
Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War know it as well. There is power in the people, and this is where their
freedom lies.
It is because of people such as yourselves, who so graciously give of your time, your donations as well as
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your thoughts towards this cause that brings us closer to the day when we can finally say-They are Home
at Last....Can you imagine? After sacrificing for the community-the community is the one who brings them
home. After languishing in a steel dungeon waiting for freedom for decades, when that door finally swings
open and they finally step into their families arms for good, it will be a powerful day indeed.
We are all links that join together as one. No act, no deed is too small. Together we are strong, powerful.
We just have to keep going-as they did back in the days when they were fighting the same old oppressive,
racist regime.
“Freedom can never be taken for granted. Each generation must safeguard it and extend it. Your parents
and elders sacrificed much so that you should have freedom without suffering what they did. Use this
precious right to ensure that the darkness of the past never return.”―Nelson Mandela.
Thank you-for safeguarding and extending the fight for justice, freedom and human rights. There is a light
down the way, it is called our children's eyes. May they know a better world.
As you know, the obstacles to helping free our political prisoners are immense. It is to challenge the super
power and its many facets. It is to fight repression through education, organizing, mobilizing, and creating
a movement that embraces freedom and dignity for all people and freedom for all political prisoners.
Your financial support at this time is needed for Jericho’s continued work and effectiveness.
If you cannot support financially, please do continue to read our newsletters, share them widely, tell others
about our Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War-volunteer to help us if you can, for everything matters and
no sincere deed is left unnoticed. We are the ones, for a prisoner's options are limited, we have the key, we
just have to figure out together, how to unlock those doors.
Free all Political Prisoners!
In struggle and gratitude, The National Jericho Movement

Your Generous Contributions Help us Provide Real Support to our Political Prisoners!
___ $25 ___ $50 ___$75 ___$100___$250 ___$ Other___
There are two ways to make a donation:
Please make non-deductible donations to:
National Jericho Treasury
Mail to: "Jericho Treasury/Michael Alston"
Ashanti Alston
162 Miller Ave
Providence, R.I. 02905

For tax deductible receipt, send donations to:
Alliance for Global Justice
Subject Line: Jericho
Mail to:
Elane Spivak Rodriguez
Alliance for Global Justice
225 E. 26th Street, Suite 1
Tuscon, Arizona 85713

Or Visit our website at: http://www.thejerichomovement.com/donate and click our “donate” button.
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