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“When the prison doors are opened, the real dragon will fly out”
Ho Chi Minh

Revolutionary Greetings,
Welcome to our National Jericho Movement Newsletter. Thank you to all of our members and affiliations
who contribute critical information regarding our Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War as well as updates on
activities, events and actions.
Moving forward, we stand in fierce determination and solidarity to free our remaining Political Prisoner's and
Prisoner's of War still languishing behind the dungeon walls. Much work has been done by Jericho and other
organizations, and there is still much more work to do.
With 20 years behind us and much work ahead, Jericho is growing and is taking on new projects and
missions. Our shared vision is that we will reach a time in this country (and others) wherein there will be no
more Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War. We envision the day when they all will walk free and into their
families arms-who have been waiting for decades. We hope you join us in making this a reality.

“Tell me the truths that you seek,
for I am sure, like many, you're
tired of living the lie.”
Jalil A. Muntqim
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Jericho Movement's Current Work and Progress
Jericho actively maintains direct connections with our political prisoner by visiting or writing them
monthly. We also maintain contact and assists their families as available. We monitor health & legal status
and provide support and intervention. We hold political education classes, table at events, give
presentations, interviews and speak on radio shows. We are actively involved in collaborating with and
supporting other organizations and events which are in alignment with our missions and values to break
down walls of injustice, racism, oppression and Free our Political Prisoners. Jericho meetings occurred
during the month of November across the nation.
Thinking forward-we will be updating our website, increasing our international reach to build continued
solidarity and plan to create additional resources for our Political Prisoners/POW's and their families.
The Jericho Movement has initiated as well as supported and participated in many rallies, events and
calls to action this month.

Chapter Reports
Richmond Jericho
Richmond Jericho invites you to their last last series on “Critical Issues in Black Richmond”. April, 10 th,
2019 7pm.
VCU’s Department of African American Studies and the National Jericho Movement Present:
The Community Forum on Critical Issues in Black Richmond
Wednesday, April 10, 7:00 PM
Academic Learning Commons
1000 Floyd St, Room 1100
Involvement: The Obstacle of Ambivalence
As students, we must answer the question: are we as open-minded in our community-based work as we
believe ourselves to be? In a political climate, where all hands are needed on deck, this workshop invites
you to take a look at the factors that led you to involve yourself in and the factors that hinder you from
community-based. Come prepared from an immersive experience in storytelling and self-examination. All
are welcome, please come open and willing to share.
The Community Forum is a seminar series devoted to critical discussions about Black life in Richmond
and beyond.
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New York City Jericho Chapter Report for March/April 2019
We visited political prisoners Joy Powell and Jalil Muntaqim in March and brought both of them
their monthly food packages. Joy was especially happy for her food package and her relationship
with NYC Jericho. We are also running a campaign for Joy so she can regain access to the prison
law library at Bedford Hills and have legal documents arbitrarily confiscated from her returned
to her possession.
Joy Powell #07G0632 is requesting that we do a phone and email campaign to Commissioner
Annucci, Assemblymember Carl Weprin, and Bedford Hills in order to regain access to the
prison law library so she can have meaningful communication with the court. She also needs to
have her legal documents, arbitrarily confiscated by the guards, returned to her immediately.
Joy is working on having her conviction overturned. She has been doing this pro se. Since she
has been banned from the law library, Joy was unable to submit her documents on time to the
court. NYC Jericho called the court in order to get a postponement for Joy’s submission of
documents to the court, which was granted. Ms. Powell submitted her documents to the court on
March 15, 2019. She had to add an explanation that all of her exhibits are missing due to the
arbitrary confiscation.
People need to call and email DOCCS Commissioner Annucci at518-457-8126 and email him at:
Anthony.Annucci@doccs.ny.gov, and Bedford Hills at 914-241-3100 (ask to speak with the
superintendent, which will probably not happen). Be polite but firm. State that you are calling
regarding Joyce Powell #07G0632 and request that she have access to the prison law library and
that all of her legal documents be returned to her immediately. People should also write to
Annucci: Anthony J. Annucci, Dept. of Correctional and Community Supervision, The State
Office Building Campus, Albany, NY 12226. Also call and email Assemblymember David
Weprin, Chair of the Crime and Correction Committee:518-455-5806and
email:WeprinD@nyassembly.gov
Some members of the NYC Chapter were able to attend former political prisoner Albert
Woodfox’s Solitary book tour event on March 27, 2019. The place was packed with more than
200 people in attendance, and Albert probably got writer’s cramp from signing so many books!
Here are some reviews of the book:
―An uncommonly powerful memoir about four decades in confinement . . . A profound book
about friendship . . . Woodfox reminds us, in Solitary, of the tens of thousands of men, women,
and children in solitary confinement in the United States. This is torture of a modern variety. If
the ending of this book does not leave you with tears pooling down into your clavicles, you are a
stronger system than I am. More lasting is Woodfox’s conviction that the American justice
system is in dire need of reform.‖—Dwight Garner, New York Times
―A candid, heartbreaking, and infuriating chronicle . . . as well as a personal narrative that shows
how institutionalized racism festered at the core of our judicial system and in the country’s
prisons . . . It’s impossible to read Solitary and not feel anger . . . A timely memoir of that
experience that should be required reading in the age of the Black Lives Matter movement. It’s
also a story of conviction and humanity that shows some spirits are unbreakable.‖—NPR
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New York City Jericho participated in the RAPP Campaign and Parole Preparation Project rally
at Governor Cuomo’s Manhattan office on April 4, 2019, anniversary of the assassination of
Martin Luther King. We were part of a lively crowd of more than 50 people who came out on a
weekday morning for this important event. We are demanding that all 19 parole commissioner
positions be filled, as there are currently only 12 parole commissioners. The following article
from The Gothamist gives a good account of the rally.
For roughly the past year, seven of the nineteen seats on the New York State Parole Board have
sat vacant. Tasked with overseeing about 12,000 parole hearings a year, commissioners are
saddled with a heavy caseload, and may only speak to each candidate for a few minutes. Parole
hearings are generally conducted by video and each panel is supposed to include three
commissioners, who determine parole eligibility by majority vote.
On Thursday afternoon, a few dozen people gathered in front of Governor Andrew Cuomo’s
Midtown office to demand he immediately fill the vacant seats on the board with commissioners
from rehabilitative professional backgrounds. At the rally, which was organized by the Release
Aging People in Prisons (RAPP) Campaign alongside the Parole Preparation Project and other
groups, speakers highlighted how significantly the composition of the parole board affects the
lives of incarcerated people, as well as Cuomo’s newfound political freedom to appoint
commissioners committed to parole reform.
According to RAPP, the
board’s low staffing levels
means that many prisoners
have faced two-person panels
and received split decisions,
forcing them to plead their
case again within a matter of
weeks.
―I went to the Parole Board
five times in seven months,‖
said Lawrence Bartley, who
was arrested at the age of 17
and became eligible for
release 20 years later.
―If there were three people
there, maybe it wouldn’t have
been a split decision. I’ll let you decide,‖ Bartley told the crowd.
RAPP has also called for the dismissal of two current Board members, W. William Smith and
Marc Coppolla, on the grounds they are unsuitable for office. In 2016 The New York Times
characterized spots on the board as ―prime patronage gifts.‖ Board members, who earn over
$100,000 a year, have made donations to legislators, including Republican State Senator Patrick
Callivan, according to the New York State Board of Elections.
―There are no more excuses,‖ said David George, RAPP’s associate director. ―We need a fully
staffed parole board with commissioners who embrace the concept of change and
transformation.‖
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The rally came just days after the Governor and the New York State Legislature finalized a $175
billion budget that incorporates a number of progressive criminal justice initiatives, including the
elimination of cash bail for most nonviolent crimes and substantive changes to the state’s
discovery and speedy trial laws. Democrats gained control of the State Senate in November,
giving them full control over the state government and the opportunity to pursue legislative
initiatives that had been stalled for years.
Since the State Senate must approve the Governor’s appointments, the new composition of the
chamber also gives Cuomo new leverage to appoint commissioners who come from restorative
justice backgrounds, said George.
In 2016, 70-year-old John Mackenzie died by suicide after being denied parole for the tenth time.
During his 41 years in prison he had mentored several men and earned a number of certificates
and degrees but was seen as unfit for release based on the nature of his crime. RAPP members
and other advocates say they have secured a number of important wins in the years after
Mackenzie’s death.
In June 2017, when the Board was also facing vacancies, the governor appointed six new
individuals from a relatively broader range of professional backgrounds. Several months later, in
September, the Board published revised guidelines to the regulations that govern their practices,
which require commissioners to focus more on the individual’s rehabilitative efforts and current
risk to public safety than their crime of conviction. Since 2017, some commissioners have had
their terms expire, some have retired, and one has died.
While significantly more prisoners were approved for release after Cuomo’s 2017 appointees
became active and the new regulations were enacted, the racial disparity in rates of release
actually widened.
A data analysis provided by RAPP compared release rates from September through January of
2017 to rates during the same period in 2018, after the new members had been appointed and the
new regulations were in place. Forty-three percent of white parole applicants were released from
2017 through 2018, compared to 35 percent of Black applicants. From 2016 to 2017, 27 percent
of white applicants were granted parole, while just 22 percent of Black applicants were released.
―I think there’s a misconception that because they have more minorities on the Parole Board, that
there’s no race, that racism no longer exists at the parole board,‖ said RAPP Director Jose
Saldana, referring to the six commissioners of color on the board.
Saldana is an African-American man who was granted release by the parole board in January
2018 after being denied four times. ―If they still promote the same racist system, it doesn’t matter
what color they are,‖ he said.
A spokesperson for the governor told Gothamist that ―Governor Cuomo has filled vacancies on
the Board of Parole at the same level and pace as previous governors have for the past several
decades.‖
The spokesperson noted that there is funding for 17 board members in the new budget, and that
the governor ―continues to engage with the legislature‖ on additional appointments, and added
that ―the Governor has also supported additional reforms to the parole system.‖
NYC Jericho will once again accompany the RAPP Campaign and the Parole Preparation Project
on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 – the next Albany Advocacy Day for parole justice.
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NYC Jericho was also honored to be invited to
the wedding of Debbie and Mike Africa on
Saturday, April 6, 2019. This was a truly joyous
occasion as the two renewed their lifelong
commitment to each other after spending 40
years in prison for a crime they did not commit. It
was certainly an uplifting moment. Several men
who had done time with Michael Africa spoke of
his mentorship and example over the years. The
beautiful photo of Mike and Debbie is by our
comrade Joe Piette.
Following is a report by their son, Mike Africa
Jr.:
This wedding day was the most perfect day. Mike
and Debbie got the love and support they deserve
and worked so hard for. The 300 guests got to enjoy the the reunification of two souls that
refused to be denied oneness. The love within my parents has generated cohesion amongst
people that were otherwise enemies. This love that my parents share for one another has pulled
people together that had not been seen for decades. It has created opportunities for people who
never knew, to discover and take part in this beautiful celebration. Thank you all for coming and
participating in the fun games we played. Thank you all for showing your love. Thank you all for
loving me as I love you. Thank you all for embracing my parents. Thank you all for just being
you. I love you all. ―Righteousness is the power that pulls all things together‖ John Africa.
In a previous post, Mike
Africa Jr. honors his mother:
My SHERO starts with my
mother. She was attacked by
hundreds of cops while in her
home, with a baby in her arms,
a baby in her belly, secretly
gave birth in prison, kept the
baby for a couple of days,
sentenced to 100 years in
prison, raised two kids from
prison, spent 40 years in
prison, fought and succeeded
in getting released from prison
and came out clean on the
other side. She is lighthearted, Debbie with her children, Mike and Whit
loves to laugh and have fun, but don’t mess with her. She is a mother, grandmother, greatgrandmother, sister, auntie, niece and a revolutionary. I salute and admire my mother. Long Live
#DebbieAfrica. Long Live #JohnAfrica #mikeafricajr #move9 #2down5togo mikeafricajr.com
If you want to contact Debbie & Mike Africa Sr., Mike Africa Jr. or if you need information
about the Move organization, please write Mike Jr. at mikeafricajr@gmail.com
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As part of NYC Jericho’s Dare to Struggle series at The People’s Forum, we will be hosting an
event along with NYC Free Peltier and ProLibertad with Lenny Foster, AIM member and
longtime friend of political prisoner Leonard Peltier. Below is the information for this event:
Lenny Foster: Native American Issues and Leonard Peltier
Sunday, April 28, 2019 from 2 to 5 p.m.
The People’s Forum, 320 West 37th St., NYC
Light Refreshments Will Be Served
Other Speakers and Culture TBA

Lenny Foster of the Diné Nation is the former Director of the Navajo Nation Corrections Project
and the Spiritual Advisor for more than 2,000 Native American inmates in ninety-six state and
federal prisons in the Western U.S. He has co-authored legislation in New Mexico, Arizona,
Utah and Colorado allowing Native American spiritual and religious practice in prison and
resulting in significant reductions in prison returns.
He is a board member of the International Indian Treaty Council, a sun dancer and member of
the Native American Church. He has been with the American Indian Movement since 1969 and
has participated in actions including Alcatraz, Black Mesa, the Trail of Broken Treaties,
Wounded Knee 1973, the Menominee Monastery Occupation, Shiprock Fairchild Occupation,
the Longest Walk and the Big Mountain land struggle. Lenny Foster has received many
accolades and honors for his groundbreaking work with Indigenous prisoners’ human rights and
has testified many times at the United Nations on both Indigenous issues and Political Prisoner
Leonard Peltier.
Leonard Peltier is a Native American activist who was unfairly and illegally tried and convicted
for his participation in a firefight on the Pine Ridge Reservation in 1975. This event took place
amid the high tensions and extreme violence known as the ―Reign of Terror‖ and left one Native
American and two FBI agents dead. After a trial the following year, in which two other firefight
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participants were acquitted on the grounds of self-defense, the FBI went to extraordinary lengths
to get Leonard Peltier—someone had to pay.
Leonard Peltier was illegally extradited from Canada to face a trial filled with Constitutional
violations. Since his sentencing, documents proving FBI misconduct that included the fabrication
and suppression of evidence, have been revealed. During subsequent oral arguments, the US
Prosecutor admitted ―... we can’t prove who shot those agents.‖ Leonard Peltier remains in
prison after being denied Executive Clemency by President Obama.
Sponsors: NYC Free Peltier, NYC Jericho, ProLibertad, NYC ABC
For more info: nycfreepeltier@gmail.com; 718-325-4407
FB Event Page:https://www.facebook.com/events/1291669940987836/
NYC Jericho will also be bringing Lenny Foster to visit Jalil Muntaqim on Saturday, April 27,
2019. Lenny was able to meet both Jalil and Robert Seth Hayes when he was here in 2018, and is
looking forward to seeing Jalil again. Jalil is also very happy that Lenny is coming to see him.
There will also be a march and rally for political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal in Philadelphia on
Saturday, April 27, 2019. Here is the information:
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Jericho Highlights and Tributes
The National Jericho Movement expresses great sadness and loss of our comrade,
brother, Political Prisoner, Abdullah Majid who transitioned on April 3rd, 2016. We
express our deepest condolences to the family and friends of Abdullah. May Allah
swt grant him mercy and the highest place in Jannah.
Rest in Power Comrade-Your Jericho Family

Political prisoner Abdullah Majid dies after 33 years in jail
Saeed Shabazz| 4/7/2016, midnight

“United States-held political prisoner Abdullah Majid, 66, died April 3 in an upstate hospital,
according to reports, from acute cholecystitis, which affects the gall bladder.”
“Majid, sentenced to 25-to-life in the shooting of two NYPD officers in 1981, was serving his time
at the Five Points Correctional Facility. The Brooklyn-based Malcolm X Commemoration
Committee stated the following in an email: “Tall, fearless, humble and selfless, we are proud to
unequivocally say that he would come to embody the best of the Black Panther Party.
Unfortunately, it would also make him and his comrades obsessive targets for the COINTELPRO
repression.” Majid and his Black Liberation Army brother in arms, Bashir Hameed, were convicted
of killing police officer John Scarangella and the attempted murder of police officer Richard
Rainey. Hameed died in prison a few years ago.
The New York City mass media has attempted to paint Majid as a ruthless killer. However, there
are observers who say differently. A lawyer familiar with the case, Moira Meltzer-Cohen, was
quoted in the MXCC email saying that after reading the trial transcripts, “Majid was being
railroaded.”
“I don’t know anything criminal about that brother [Majid],” Iyaluua Ferguson, wife of the late,
great freedom fighter, Herman Ferguson, told the AmNews. “Abdullah was a member of his
community—worked for his community.”
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Ferguson said that Abdullah organized patrols to get the women who worked late home safely in
his South Jamaica community. Pam Africa of the International Committee for Mumia Abu Jamal
and MOVE said, “He was about the work.” Inside prison or outside of prison, Majid was a person
doing the work, she told the AmNews.
According to Zayid Muhammad, press officer for the movement, Majid worked with the Lifer’s
Organization and helped facilitate classes to develop the skills of young inmates. “His teachings,
leadership and counseling skills helped young males to cope with their long sentences,” wrote
Muhammad. “The government knew what it was doing when they came after us, coming at the
best of us such as Abdullah,” Muhammad told the AmNews. “He needs to be appreciated.”
Assemblyman Charles Barron (D-Bklyn) told the AmNews that he remembers Majid as a young
man in South Jamaica helping young single mothers when they had problems with local
landlords. He would provide social service information and help for the women in the community,
Barron noted. “When it came to the struggle, he [Majid] was there,” Barron added. Barron said an
independent investigation into the circumstances surrounding Majid’s death is needed.
“Free all political prisoners!” he declared.”
Retrieved from http://amsterdamnews.com/news/2016/apr/07/political-prisoner-abdullah-majid-diesafter-33-ye/

CONGRATULATIONS MIKE AND DEBBIE AFRICA!

Mr. & Mrs. Africa were united in Marriage on April 6th, 2019 in Philadelphia, PA. Their love for
each other survived four decades and is still going strong!
Family and friends filled the room with joy as Debbie and Mike took their vows.
As Sade would say
“This is no Ordinary Love”
The National Jericho Movement sends
Congratulations, Love and Wishes for a Blessed Life Together!!
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(All Photos by : Joe Piette)
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Chairman's Corner
No News this month

Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War
POLITICAL PRISONER OF THE MONTH
Please check Back Next Month!

Medical Updates
No Updates at this Time
Jalil Muntaqim

Legal Updates

Parole Hearing in September2019 and Letters to Governor Cuomo

Letters to Parole Board & Letters to Governor Cuomo re: Clemency Petition for Commutation of
Sentence to Time Served.
Below is the letter that a group of Jalil's supporters in California put together. Feel free to use it as a basis
for letters to Cuomo re Clemency Petition for Commutation of Sentence to Time Served.
Please also use it as a basis for letters to the parole board. Jalil goes again in September. Letters
should be done by July at the latest.
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“We the undersigned offer our strongest support for the release of Jalil Muntaqim (aka Anthony Bottom)
#77A4283 on parole. We also ask that New York Governor Andrew Cuomo commute his sentence to time
served. Jalil was arrested in 1971 when he was only 19 years-old and a member of the Black Panther Party.
Forty-eight years later he is the only Black Panther prisoner who remains incarcerated in New York State
prisons. It is time for this father, grandfather and great-grandfather to come home.
Over the decades, Jalil has consistently demonstrated his commitment to sustaining family relationships,
pursuing educational advancement and providing service to the community, inside and outside of prison.
He has served as a teacher, mentor and role model for hundreds of other incarcerated people. He stands as
an example of the potential to reflect, change and grow despite the many challenges of the prison
environment.
Jalil is scheduled for his twelfth parole hearing this coming September. One of his co-defendants, Albert
‘Nuh” Washington, died in prison in 2000. The other, Herman Bell, was released in April 2018 after serving
almost forty-five years in prison. There is no justification for Jalil to be held in prison any longer. He should
be released at his next parole hearing when he will be sixty-eight years old.
We believe in the principles of restorative justice. While we understand the serious nature of the crimes
for which Jalil has been convicted, a life sentence should not be a death sentence. Forty-eight years is long
enough. After all this time, Jalil Muntaqim belongs with his family and his community.
Here is the contact info for Governor Cuomo:
https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
If you use the above contact form to the Governor, please also copy and paste your letter into a Word
document so you can send it by snailmail. Snailmail and phone calls always have more impact.
Contact us by phone:
1-518-474-8390
Office hours: 9:00am to 5:00pm
Contact us by mail:
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224
If you use the online form, it is a good idea to copy that letter and paste it into a Word doc so you can also
send via snailmail
Parole letters:
Jalil will have a parole hearing in September 2019. To write a letter in you own words in support of parole
for Jalil, address to:
Senior Offender Rehabilitation Coordinator
Sullivan Correctional Facility
325 Riverside Drive
Fallsburg, New York 12733
BUT SEND TO:
Nora Carroll
The Parole Preparation Project
168 Canal Street, 6th Floor
New York, NY 10013
The subject line should be "Anthony Bottom 77-A-4283"
We are making an effort to include letters of support for Jalil that are personalized and from people who
are familiar with him and his work.
If you want further instructions for how to write a strong, personalized letter of support, please email
carroll.nora@gmail.com.
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Also, please send a copy of your letter to Jalil for his files: Anthony Jalil Bottom #77A4283, Sullivan
Correctional Facility, P.O. Box 116, Fallsburg, NY 12733-0116.

Imam Jamil Al-Amin
“After years of appeals and protests from us, his friends, family and supporters, the 11th Circuit
Court of Appeals will hear oral arguments on May 3rd, 2019 in Atlanta, GA. This hearing will
determine whether we receive a new trial and we would love to see you there. Kairi Al-Amin ,
Attorney & Son of Imam Jamil Al-Amin FKA H. Rap Brown (See call to Action)

Birthdays
Please send a card!
April
JANINE PHILLIPS AFRICA-Birthday: April 25th, 1956

Contact Information-Prison Address
#006309--451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238. United States
Captured: 1978.
On the MOVE! I’m Janine Africa, Minister of Education for the MOVE Organization. I’ve been in MOVE since
1973. I’m one of the MOVE Nine. We all were sentenced to 30-100 years for a crime we didn’t commit. This
system gave us these life sentences to try to stop MOVE. Since they didn’t kill us when they attacked us
August 8th, 1978, they figured they could stop MOVE by putting us in prison for the rest of our lives. But
just like this system’s guns, bombs, police, tear gas, deluge guns haven’t stopped MOVE people from being
committed to our belief, to JOHN AFRICA’s Teaching, neither will this system’s prisons. If I have to be in
prison for the rest of my life, I will still stay committed to JOHN AFRICA’s Teaching because of all JOHN
AFRICA is doing for me.
I met MOVE people when I was 17 years old. They were having a demonstration and I just happened to be
passing by. I stopped to see what was going on, I listened to them speak and what really caught my
attention was the strength, confidence, and assertiveness of the MOVE women. They were everything I
wasn’t and all I could think about was that I wanted to be like them. After the demonstration, I approached
some of the MOVE women and asked who they were. They told me they were the MOVE Organization and
explained to me what the organization’s belief is. They invited me to come to their weekly study sessions
they held to teach people about JOHN AFRICA’s Teaching. I started going to these study sessions regularly
and listening to the information from MOVE’s Guidelines and I could hear that what JOHN AFRICA teach is
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the truth, is right. JOHN AFRICA’s Teaching is what I’ve been looking for because I was just like everybody
else in the system, unhappy, riddled with problems, and desperately looking elsewhere for the solution to
these problems. My search stopped with JOHN AFRICA.
I had a baby and got married when I was very young. I didn’t know how to be a mother or a wife and trying
to be both was driving me to a nervous breakdown. I developed a condition where my throat would close
up on me and I couldn’t eat. I went from doctor to doctor, hospital to hospital and none of them could do
anything for me. I was at the end of my rope until I met MOVE. I joined MOVE and started living JOHN
AFRICA’s Teaching. JOHN AFRICA cured the condition with my throat and made me a good loving mother
and wife, and made me a loyal sister to my MOVE family. JOHN AFRICA gave me strength, health, security
and confidence that I’ve never had! LONG LIVE JOHN AFRICA FOREVER!
I will never leave MOVE and give up all that JOHN AFRICA as given me, even if it means being in prison for
30-100 years! LONG LIVE JOHN AFRICA’S REVOLUTION! On the MOVE! Janine Africa-----Hear insightful audio essays by Janine Africa on Prison Radio
MUMIA ABU-JAMAL-Birthday: April 24th

Black Panther Party - Move
Contact Information-Prison Address
#AM 8335 SCI- Mahanoy, Frackville, PA 17932, United States
Affiliation: Black Panther Party, MOVE Captured: 1981-Life without parole
“Very few people in prison have voices that go beyond the wall. It's my job to do the work for them because
they have no one.”
FreeMumia.com Author, U.S. Prisoner
CHARLES SIMS AFRICA-Birthday: Birthday: April 7, 1956

MOVE POLITICAL PRISONER
Contact Information-Prison Address
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#AM4975--SCI Dallas, 1000 Follies Road, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612-0286, United States
Affiliation: MOVE Captured 1978: sentenced to 30 to 100 years
I meet MOVE in 1973, and the things that I heard stayed with me for the rest of my life. My introduction to
JOHN AFRICA’S GUIDELINES, opened my mind up to actually use it and question the nor, the constraints of
every day life, the lies, the hidden truths in a world of constant dishonesty.”
For more information on the MOVE 9 see http://onamove.com and http://move9parole.blogspot.com
U.S. Prisoner
JANET HOLLOWAY AFRICA-Birthday: April 13, 1951

MOVE POLITICAL PRISONER
CONTACT INFO-Prison Address
#006308--451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238
Affiliation: MOVE Captured: 1978.
“ I would like to put one thing out there about the need for everybody to join this revolution. We always
speak of JOHN AFRICA’S revolution, we speak of that only in terms of people knowing that this impetus for
giving US the direction the drive to carry on this, but the main thing we always stress is THIS IS FOR
EVERYBODY! …So what we’re doing is necessary for everybody to do on what ever level they can do it on!”
For more information on the MOVE 9 see http://onamove.com and http://move9parole.blogspot.com
U.S. Prisoner
ROMAINE “CHIP FITZGERALD-Birthday: April 11, 1949
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Contact Information-Prison Address
#B-27527 CSP-LAC, P.O. Box 4490 B-4-150, Lancaster,, CA 93539, United States
Affiliation: Black Panther Party- Longest held Black Panther Political Prisoner
Captured: 1969 - Life
“The prison administrators and their advocates within the state want to create fear in the minds of the
public in an effort to persuade the people to give state authorities carte blanche in the inhumane
treatment of convicts, and allow the prison administrators to operate without oversight and
accountability.”
http://www.freechip.org U.S. Prisoner

DELBERT ORR AFRICA-Birthday: April 7th

MOVE POLITICAL PRISONER
Contact Information-Prison Address
#AM4985--SCI Dallas, 1000 Follies Road, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612-0286, United States
Affiliation: MOVE Captured: 1978.
“ I would like to put one thing out there about the need for everybody to join this revolution. We always
speak of JOHN AFRICA’S revolution, we speak of that only in terms of people knowing that this impetus for
giving US the direction the drive to carry on this, but the main thing we always stress is THIS IS FOR
EVERYBODY! …So what we’re doing is necessary for everybody to do on what ever level they can do it on!”
For more information on the MOVE 9 see http://onamove.com and http://move9parole.blogspot.com

March
Ruchell Cinque Magee-Birthday March 17,

Contact Information
Prison Address
#A92051 B3 - 270 California Men’s Colony State Prison
P.O. Box 8103,San Luis Obispo,, CA 93409-8103, United States
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Capture: August 7, 1970
Ruchell is the longest held political prisoners in the U.S., having been locked up since 1963. Politicized in
prison, he later participated in the Marin County Courthouse Rebellion (Aug 7, 1970) in the attempted
liberation of political prisoner George Jackson by his younger brother, Jonathan Jackson. Ruchell has
worked tirelessly as a jailhouse lawyer, working on his own case and helping many other prisoners win
their freedom….
http://denverabc.wordpress.com/prisoners-dabc-supports/political-prisoners-database/ruchell-cinquemagee/. U.S. Prisoner

Karl Jaan Laaman-Birthday: March 21, 1948

Affiliation: Ohio 7
Contact Information
Prison Address #10372-016--USP McCreary,P.O. Box 3000. Pine Knot, KY 42635, United States
Captured: 1984. Eligible for Parole in 2018.
“Ohio 7/United Freedom Front--a clandestine anti-imperialist organization took responsibility for urban
guerrilla actions targeting many institutions of repression in the 1970’s and 1980’s…Freedom Struggle is
necessary and possible in the U.S., just like anywhere else in this world. We need to create the conditions
and changes, by every possible means, for all our people to have a chance for a real life.”*
4STRUGGLEMAG.ORG https://www.facebook.com/jaan.laaman?fref=ts&ref=br_tf Author, U.S. Prisoner
REV. JOY POWELL -Birthday: March 5th, 1962
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COMMUNITY ACTIVIST
Contact Information-Prison Address
#07G0632--Bedford Hills CF, P.O. Box 1000, Bedford Hills, NY 10507-2499, United States
Affiliation: Community Activist
Captured: 2007 - life plus 16 years.
As a pastor and a consistent activist against police brutality, violence and oppression in her community,
Rev. Joy Powell was warned by the Rochester Police department that she was a target because of her
speaking out against corruption, the police brutality and “police justifications” in Rochester NY. As a result,
Rev. Joy was accused and convicted of 1st Degree Burglary and Assault.”
FreeJoyPowell.org U.S. Prisoner

The National Jericho Movement sends our Beloved PP's/POW's
Love, Respect, and Honor as we Celebrate your Birthday with Continued Hope
and Determination for Freedom...Now!

Political Prisoners/POW's (Past & Present)
Art, Writings, Statements, Interviews
Please Check Back Next Month

Community Calls for Action
Two Black men were shot by Pittsburgh police. This man covered it up.
"Two Black men were shot by the police, and a grand jury investigation just proved the local Fraternal
Order of Police (FOP) President, Officer Robert Swartzwelder, deliberately covered it up.1 Pittsburgh
police officers murdered 57-year-old Christopher Mark Thompkins in his own home.2 In 2018, 20-yearold Christopher Howard was shot and wounded by police and subsequently sentenced to prison.
According to an Allegheny County grand jury investigation, Officer Swartzwelder, intentionally withheld
information and attempted to block investigators.3 Yet, nothing is being done to reprimand Officer
Swartzwelder for his overreach in power and attempt to pervert the course of justice.
We need your help to put a spotlight on the lengths to which police unions around the country will go to
keep officers from being held accountable for taking Black lives. If we bring enough attention to
Swartzwelder's corrupt actions then we can secure his dismissal and set a new standard for police
accountability across the country.
Sign the petition: Demand Pittsburgh City Officials fire Officer Robert Swartzwelder.
https://campaigns.organizefor.org/petitions/stop-the-pittsburgh-police-cover-up-machine-fire-robertswartzwelder?akid=23653.3038170.r27BGF&rd=1&t=9

20

According to the issued report, Swartzwelder acted with, “deliberate malfeasance,” and “utter disregard,”
for the policies and ethical standards of the Police Bureau following the 2017 shootings of both
Thompkins and Howard.5 Swartzwelder prevented investigators from gathering needed evidence, which
led to an “appearance of impropriety” and an apparent cover-up. All of which Swartzwelder arranged -- as
he abused his overseeing power to obstruct each stage of the investigation.7As a result, the command staff
from the city police acquiesced to Swartzwelder’s demands and implemented no longstanding policies for
future investigations.8 And what’s worse, no one with authority over Swartzwelder told him to stop. While
the grand jury has recommended a series of actions for the Pittsburgh police to follow, including bringing
in Allegheny County police to further investigate officer-involved shootings, this is not enough. According
to Pittsburgh's own Mayor Bill Peduto,“... [A]ny time the supervising detectives from the district attorney’s
office could have intervened to stop the FOP president’s interference at the scenes but did not do so.” Not
punishing Swartzwelder is tantamount to admitting that a culture of corruption and violence exists inside
the Pittsburgh Police Department unabated. Demand Swartzwelder is held accountable for his actions -Together we can set a precedent for holding the police accountable for their violence against Black
communities.
Police killings are cutting the lives of Black people short. Black people are dying at the hands of police at a
rate of 7.2 per million, while whites are killed at a rate of 2.9 per million -- it’s no secret that policeinvolved shootings impact Black people at disproportionately high rates.4 With the recent acquittal of the
police officers responsible for the murders of both Stephon Clark and Terence Crutcher, both of whom
were Black men -- the lack of will in police departments and courts across the country to hold police
officers accountable for their violence is undeniable. This is not an issue we can afford to ignore. "
Gaza's Great March of Return - 1 Year Anniversary Rally& March-Sat. March 30, 12 noon 24th and
Mission St.

Gaza's Great March of Return - 1 Year Anniversary Rally& March-Sat. March 30, 12 noon 24th and
Mission St.
“We call on supporters of freedom, justice and humanity to join us in solidarity with Gaza and the
Palestinian struggle as a whole. We will meet at 24th and Mission BART in SF, then march through the
Mission.
Saturday, March 30, 2019, marks the first anniversary of the Great March of Return in the Gaza Strip and
the 43rd anniversary of Land Day in Palestine. This is an invitation for supporters of justice around the
world to raise their voices. One year ago on March 30, tens of thousands of Palestinian refugees from Gaza
began weekly peaceful protests calling to lift the Israeli-Egyptian blockade and for the right to return to
their ancestral homes. Since the Great Return March protests began Israeli snipers have killed 256
Palestinian men, women and children in cold blood and injured 30,000. Meanwhile today, U.S. made
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bombs are literally raining down on 2 million trapped Gazans. The Higher National Commission for the
March of Return and Breaking the Siege announced preparations to organize a mega march on the first
anniversary of the March of Return and on the Land Day, March 30. In a news conference held in Gaza,
head of the Commission Khaled al-Batsh said that this event would be one hundred percent peaceful and
would take place in the five border camps of the March of Return. He also called for a general strike in all
of Palestine on the same day of the anniversary, urging Palestinians in the West Bank and the world to
organize marches to confront the dangers threatening their lives as a result of Israeli barriers and
settlements. Join us! #GreatReturnMarch #March30"
A letter from Kairi Al-Amin Son of Imam Jamil
"I begin with the greeting of peace, As-Salaamu Alaikum,
I hope all is well and thank you for you time. As you may know, my father Imam Jamil Al-Amin, formerly
civil rights leader and humanitarian H. Rap Brown, was convicted of murder in 2002.
My father's conviction and subsequent exile was a vendetta realized and much like the man himself, the
truth about this case and his legacy have been erased from public view…until now.After years of appeals
and protests from us, his friends, family and supporters, the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals will hear oral
arguments on May 3rd, 2019 in Atlanta, GA. This hearing will determine whether we receive a new trial
and we would love to see you there.
Leading up to May 3rd, I am raising funds for my father’s awareness campaign. The campaign will feature a
documentary (end of the year) with distribution (Netflix or Youtube preferred), celebrity endorsers, a
social media campaign, interviews, a record and music video, awareness events around the country, radio
+ print advertising and influencer marketing.
While this is exciting, I know that we cannot fight this fight alone. We were forced to try this case in the
dark once...we will not allow that this time. We need the the public engaged and we need them to have the
whole story if we want fairness. Most importantly, we need your assistance to make this possible.
We have 30 days to Raise $50,000.00 and with everyone’s assistance, we are confident.
That being said, even a small contribution helps.

We have partnered with Kickstarter for this campaign. To make a contribution or for more information
visit: http://bit.ly/whathappened2rap "
Support Prisoners Who Are Being Starved at Dekalb County Jail
"Background: Prisoners in Dekalb County Jail (Atlanta) are being starved, beaten, and forced to live with
and breathe mold causing skin irritation and illness.Call the Dekalb County Jail on Friday April 12th and
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demand they put a stop to inmate mistreatment and hold those responsible accountable, See here as well
for for an instance of family receiving reports of retailiation against their loved ones inside who spoke out.
https://www.instagram.com/p/BwFe8UKDjyA/
Contact: Sharon Williams Jail Division Operations Command 404.298.8508
Don't worry if call goes to voicemail. Fill it up!
Script: "I know about the mistreatment of inmates in Dekalb County Jail and I expect changes. Clean the
mold out of their cells, feed them, and stop the physical abuse immediately."
Please reportback with results of your call here in the comments! Status Urgent"
Emergency demonstration on Saturday at NOON in Times Square. APRIL 13 th Facebook event:
https://www.facebook.com/events/431761667634830/ The message is:
“Defend Whistleblowers! Exposing the Pentagon is not a crime! Sponsored by IAC
Saturday's Emergency action is supported by: Accion Revolución EEUU y Canada, Comité por la libertad
de Jorge Glas, United National Antiwar Coalition – UNAC, BAYAN, Pro Libertad - Free the Puerto Rican
Political Prisoners,Jersey City Peace Movement, International League of Peoples Struggles, Pakistan USA
Freedom Forum, Alberto Lovera Bolivarian Circle, Jericho-NYC, Add your support and hold emergency
actions where ever possible”
RALLY FOR PAROLE JUSTICE

THURSDAY, APRIL 4TH at 10AM
GOV. CUOMO’S NYC OFFICE
633 3rd Ave (between 40th and 41st)
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"The New York State Parole Board is in a state of crisis. With only 12 seated Commissioners and seven
vacancies, parole interviews are being postponed, applicant files are going unread and caseloads have
become unmanageable.
Release rates have also dipped since a short-term increase last year. As a result, thousands of our loved
ones remain locked up and away from their families, serving decades in prison for crimes they were
convicted of many years ago. Please join us to demand change now:
We’ll demand the Governor fully staff the Board by appointing seven new Commissioner who believe in
principles of mercy, redemption and transformation. We’ll demand an increase in release rates and the
release of our elders and loved ones from prison."
Please email Mark Shervington with questions: markshervington1@gmail.com.
Zionism is Not Compatible with Prison Abolition or Reform
“Read and sign on to our statement here http://criticalresistance.org/abolition-anti-zionism/
“Earlier this year, movement partners called Critical Resistance to action when they became aware of a
“Criminal Justice Reform” conference being hosted with content promoting attacks on the pro-Palestinian
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement. Unsettled by the alleged alignment of reforming
imprisonment while attacking resistance to colonial occupation, CR understood that we could not allow
these politics to become normal in the national movement to dismantle the prison industrial complex
(PIC).

Critical Resistance and members of the U.S. Prisoner, Labor, and Academic Solidarity Delegation to
Palestine have co-authored a statement against the Zionist efforts to repress and criminalize proPalestinian activism while simultaneously claiming to challenge imprisonment and the criminal legal
system in the U.S. The statement, titled “Zionism is not Compatible with Prison Abolition or Reform,”
comes as many renowned Black leaders of the anti-imprisonment movement have recently come under
attack for challenging Israel’s oppression of the Palestinian people.
We share this statement today, on the one-year anniversary of the Great March of Return in Gaza.
Palestinians in Gaza, with nearly no freedom of movement, have been enduring the siege of their air, land,
and water imposed by Israel, a reality that has been likened to an “open air prison,” and the Great March of
Return is only the latest demonstration of their resistance and resilience.
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Many criminal justice and anti-prison organizations are compelled to challenge the U.S. imprisonment
system because of the fact that this country locks up more people than any other on earth. We also must
remember that the state of Israel has imprisoned Palestinians at one of the highest rates in the world:
It is two-faced for Zionist organizations to set themselves up as prison reformers while turning a blind eye
to—and covering up—the abhorrent conditions that Palestinians experience in Israeli prisons. Since 1967,
Israel has imprisoned over 800,000 Palestinians meaning that 1 in 5 Palestinians have been incarcerated
since that time…
[W]e cannot challenge a system that is founded on racism by aligning with Zionism, an ideology and
practice rooted in racism against Palestinians. Our struggle can only grow stronger when we join in
solidarity with Palestine’s struggle for self-determination and freedom.
From Zionism is not Compatible with Prison Abolition or Reform statement,
March 2019
For those of us organizing for abolition and freedom in the U.S., we cannot claim to oppose the prison
industrial complex here while supporting—or even remaining silent about—Israel’s routine
imprisonment of Palestinians, its intentional creation of a dire humanitarian crisis in Gaza, or its military
occupation, checkpoints, and settler-colonial land theft throughout historic Palestine and the Golan
Heights. In the spirit of international solidarity, we march alongside those in Palestine and with oppressed
people everywhere in the struggle toward liberation.” Until Victory, Critical Resistance
A U.S. government database tracking journalists
"SIGN NOW: End the harassment and surveillance of journalists. Defend press freedom at our southern
border.
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/sign-now-end-the-harassment-and-surveillance-of-journalists-atour-southern-border?source=direct_link&
The Trump administration’s targeting of journalists has reached a new level. Recent reports from the U.S.Mexico border—and leaked documents from a Department of Homeland Security whistleblower—indicate
that US government agencies have been tracking and monitoring over 50 individuals, mostly journalists
and immigration advocates, as they report on the humanitarian situation at our southern border.
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Several U.S. government entities, including Customs and Border Protection, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, and U.S. Border Patrol, have reportedly participated in the tracking and monitoring of these
journalists, including the creation of a U.S. government database containing sensitive personal
information.
Mexican government officials have also been accused of photographing the passports of journalists at the
border and detaining journalists at airports ― reportedly on behalf of and in coordination with the U.S.
government.
The existence of a government database monitoring legal comings and goings of law-abiding journalists is
a shocking and unwarranted violation of their First Amendment rights. The conclusive reporting that this
database actually exists, and that the government justifies its monitoring of these advocates as ‘routine,’ is
an appalling violation of press freedom and a threat to our most basic constitutional rights.
Whether it is tear gassing at our southern border of migrants fleeing violence in their homelands or the
separation of children from their families, we are only aware of the administration’s actions thanks to the
dogged reporting of brave journalists. At a time when the president has declared a national emergency on
our southern border, it is particularly critical that journalists continue to be able to report freely on what is
happening there without fear of retaliation. The Department of Homeland Security says it has launched an
internal investigation, but congressional oversight is needed, too.
Join PEN America and our partners in demanding that Congress act immediately to hold the Trump
administration accountable for these violations of freedom of the press at our southern border. Sign the
petition today »
The U.S. government database reportedly contains extensive personal information about journalists like
Ariana Drehsler, who has been reporting on both sides of the border on the movement of Central American
migrants toward the U.S. since last fall.
Several other journalists have also reported being detained and interrogated for hours upon returning to
the U.S. from their reporting in Mexico, including having their notes and electronic devices searched.
This is a shameful violation of press freedom and a threat to our most basic constitutional rights."

Community News, Articles and Updates
Bobby Hutton Day-Bobby Hutton Day at Oakland Public Library

Join us to celebrate the life of a young brother who fought for the rights of the people of West Oakland. He
was the first member to join the Black Panther Party (BPP) in 1966. We will have speakers, music, and
films on the legacy of the BPP. This program is sponsored by It's About Time. For more information contact
916-455-0908 or itsabouttime3@juno.com. When-Saturday, April 13, 2019 – 2:00pm Where-West
Oakland Branch Library-1801 Adeline St.. Oakland, CA 94607. Phone: (510) 238-7352
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News From Buffalo, NY-Upcoming Events!!

Thursday March 21st- 7pm Walsh Amphitheater St. Bonaventure University 3261 W. State Street St.
Bonaventure. New York 14778A Panel Discussion - sponsored by the Race Unity Circle of Olean. Come and
join panelists in an interactive discussion on this timely topic. Jil is one of the primary organizers and Pete
is one of the panelists!
Friday March 22nd-Second annual Bless The Allegheny/Ohi:yo' River will be held on March 22, United
Nations Global Water Awareness Day, same location as last year; Coudersport Area Recreational Park,
Pennsylvania 16915 (CARP) at 5:30 pm.
March Saturday 23rd-Join us Saturday March 23, for, 'Buffalo Creek Revisited' at St John's Grace Church,
Colonial Circle, Buffalo, NY from 3-9 for information and updates on Buffalo Creek and the efforts to
preserve the area in south Buffalo., free admission
Monday, March 25 at 5 pm Prof. Kent Blansett will give a public talk, Think Indigenous: Richard Oakes
and the Red Power Movement. This event, which is free and open to the public, will take place at UB
NORTH 10 Capen Hall (The Buffalo Room).Drawing from his recent book A Journey to Freedom: Richard
Oakes, Alcatraz, and the Red Power Movement (Yale University Press, 2018), Professor Blansett will
discuss Richard Oakes’s critical role in early years of Red Power activism in the 1960s & 1970s. This
presentation is particularly timely as 2019 marks the 50th Anniversary of the takeover of Alcatraz Island
by the organization Indians of All Tribes. Oakes helped organize the highly publicized Alcatraz, Fort
Lawton, and Pit River “takeovers.” His assassination in 1972 galvanized the Trail of Broken Treaties march
on Washington, D.C., and unified a movement that eventually ushered in the era of self-determination in
the mid-1970s.
Thursday March 28th- 7pm Burning Books- Unseen Tears documentary showing as an educational and
fundraiser for the Witness to Injustice Training. Come out and see us there!
April 1st Lexington Coop Board meeting to tell them to stop carrying Nestle' and other unethical
products! for more information contact Diane-Diane.Hinman@yahoo.com
April 20th is the Annual Earth Day Run Walk or Paddle Cattaraugus Creek. All day more details to follow,
just mark the date.

US government uses several clandestine shelters to detain immigrant children

By Aura Bogado and Patrick Michels / March 18, 2019
"The federal government is relying on secret shelters to hold unaccompanied minors, in possible violation
of the long-standing rules for the care of immigrant children, a Reveal investigation has found.
The Office of Refugee Resettlement, the government agency that cares for unaccompanied minors, has
never made the shelters’ existence public or even disclosed them to the minors’ own attorneys in a
landmark class-action case.
It remains unclear how many total sites are under operation, but there are at least five in Arkansas,
Florida, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania and Virginia, holding at least 16 boys and girls for the refugee agency,
some as young as 9 years old.
Minors being held at the clandestine facilities initially were placed at known shelters around the country
but later were transferred to these off-the-books facilities that specialize in providing for youth with
mental health and behavioral challenges." For full article please see:
https://www.revealnews.org/article/us-government-uses-several-clandestine-shelters-to-detainimmigrant-children/

Justice for Rasmea Odeh! Justice for Palestine!

"The Committee to Stop FBI Repression strongly supports Rasmea Odeh’s right to speak in Berlin about
the Palestinian liberation struggle. We stand with the many other organizations who condemn the
German, Israeli, and U.S. governments’ attacks on Rasmea and their attempts to silence her by revoking
her visa and prohibiting her from political activity (see article about the March 15 incident).
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The actions of these governments blatantly reflect their racist anti-Palestinian and anti-Muslim views. But
we want to draw attention to the underlying reason for their targeting of Rasmea. The attack on her right
to speak is deeply tied to U.S. and German support for the Israeli apartheid and settler colonialism in
Palestine. Moreover, the attack on Rasmea reflects these countries’ imperialist strategies for control of the
Middle East. By the same token, these governments are clearly acting out of fear - fear that when
Palestinian women and activists like Rasmea speak up, it chips away at such countries’ grasp on Palestine
and the surrounding region.
The attacks on Rasmea and Palestine also relate to political repression taking place across the globe.
Germany, the U.S. and Israel are attempting to silence Rasmea for the same fundamental reasons that the
Duterte government has murdered and attacked activists and human rights defenders in the Philippines;
that the U.S. government is trying to forcibly install a new government in Venezuela; and that the NYPD’s
Strategic Response Group is surveilling and harassing leaders and activists in the Black Lives Matter
movement. The imperialists who are in power are clearly afraid that people like Rasmea might inspire
others to rise up and fight back against the racist and oppressive system in place.
We want to send a message to these imperialist powers, to say that fighting back is exactly what we plan to
do. It is imperative that we fight back against this unjust system that tries to silence Palestinian women
like Rasmea. We demand that Rasmea Odeh be permitted to speak in Germany, and we demand an end to
state repression against all Muslim women, and all Palestinians who have boldly raised their voices against
the imperialist and colonialist powers that are oppressing people across the world. Activists are not
terrorists! We stand in solidarity with Rasmea and all Palestinian people in their struggle for liberation."
-- NYC Committee to Stop FBI Repression

THE BLACK PANTHERS SPEAK.....FORMER 43 YEAR LONG CAPTURED "ANGOLA 3" PANTHER
POLITICAL PRISONER ALBERT WOODFOX TO SPEAK & SIGN BOOKS TONIGHT DURING HIS NATIONAL
BOOK TOUR @ BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOK SIGNING- 7:30 PM!
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“Book Excerpt Reflects on Three Years Ago February 19, 2016.
I woke in the dark. Everything I owned fit into two plastic garbage bags in the corner of my cell. "When are
these folks gonna let you out," my mom used to ask me. Today, mom, I thought. The first thing I'd do is go
to her grave. For years I lived with the burden of not saying goodbye to her. That was a heavy weight I'd
been carrying.
I rose and made my bed, swept and mopped the floor. I took off my sweatpants and folded them, placing
them in one of the bags. I put on an orange prison jumpsuit required for my court appearance that
morning. A friend had given me street clothes to wear, for later. I laid them out on my bed.
Many people wrote me in prison over the years, asking me how I survived four decades in a single cell,
locked down 23 hours a day. I turned my cell into a university, I wrote them, a hall of debate, a law school.
By taking a stand and not backing down, I told them. I believed in humanity, I said. I loved myself. The
hopelessness, the claustrophobia, the brutality, the fear, I didn't say. I looked out the window. A news van
was parked down the road outside the jail, headlights still on, though it was getting light now. I'll be able to
go anywhere. To see the night sky. I sat back on my bunk and waited.
Brooklyn, New York: March 27, 7:30 PM
Albert Woodfox of the Angola 3 will be in Brooklyn for the launch of his memoir, “Solitary: Unbroken by
Four Decades in Solitary Confinement. My Story of Transformation
and Hope,” which received a terrific review in the New York Times under the title" ‘Solitary’ Is an
Uncommonly Powerful Memoir About Four Decades in Confinement."
Date: Wednesday, March 27, 2019
Time: 7:30 pm
Location: Brooklyn Public Library Central Branch, Dweck Cultural Center, Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn
In conversation with Jelani Cobb
UPDATED SCHEDULE:
Long Island City, New York: March 28, 10:30 AM
Fortune Society, 2976 Northern Blvd.
In conversation with Vinnie Schiraldi
Princeton, New Jersey: April 17
Princeton University
(More details to be announced)
Los Angeles, California: May 2, 6:00 PM
Eso Won Books, 4327 Degnan Blvd
(More details to be announced)
Berkeley, California: May 4
Bay Area Book Festival
(More details to be announced)
WHAT: Political Prisoner Letter-Writing Dinner
WHEN: 7pm sharp, Tuesday, April 2nd, 2019
WHERE: The Base – 1302 Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn, New York 11221
(directions below)
NOTE: The Base is on the ground floor, is wheelchair accessible, and has
a gender neutral toilet.
COST: Free
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"Hey, everybody, jump in the car–we’re going on a road trip. Really? No. However, we are doing something
fun and while we might not be heading cross country, the letters we write and mail at this weeks’ political
prisoner letter-writing dinner are going all the way to…VIRGINIA. That’s because this week, NYC ABC is
focusing our every-other-week event on Chelsea Manning, being jailed, in solitary confinement, for being
principled in her resistance to a secretive federal grand jury. Chelsea Manning, an anti-secrecy activist and
former U.S. Army intelligence analyst whose release of classified information to WikiLeaks in 2010
sparked worldwide controversy over transparency in the military and whistleblower protections, was
taken into custody at a federal court after a federal judge found her in contempt of court for refusing to
answer questions before a secret grand jury. She can beimprisoned for the duration of the grand jury
proceedings, up to 18 months. More information: https://xychelsea.is
If for whatever reason you cannot join us, we hope you will still write
to Chelsea:
Chelsea Elizabeth Manning #AO181426
William G. Truesdale Adult Detention Center
2001 Mill Road
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
The deal, as always, is that you come bringing only yourself (and your friends and comrades), and we
provide you with a delicious vegan meal, information about the prisoners as well as all of the letterwriting materials and prisoner-letter-writing info you could ever want to use in one evening. In return,
you write a thoughtful letter to a political prisoner or prisoner of war of your choosing or, better yet, keep
up a long-term correspondence. We’ll also provide some brief updates and pass around birthday cards for
the PP/POWs whose birthdays fall in the next two weeks thanks to the PP/POW Birthday Calendar."
https://nycabc.wordpress.com/2019/03/27/Chelsea2019
Ralph Poynter: What's Happening – BlogTalkRadio-Tuesday, April 2, 2019 Call in 1-347-857-3293- 910pm
Ralph Poynter: What's Happening – BlogTalkRadioTuesday, April 2, 2019 Call in 1-347-857-3293- 9-10pm est
“American foreign policies create the migration crisis which is Colonial Wars both at Home & Abroad”—
Think Venezuela, Haiti, El Salvador, Honduras.
*Update on -UNANIMOUS IS NOT ENOUGH & Abolish the 13th Amendment*
1. NEWS ANALYSIS---- An anatomy of oppression requires an anatomy of colonialism/imperialism i.e. An
anatomy of the American Capitalist System: Ralph Poynter, Larry Pinkney, Tom Siracuse, Joel Meyers, Bro.
Tarik, Raymond Nat Turner, Gwen Goodwin, Prof Louis,
2. Excerpts from Black Activist Writers Guild- Larry Pinkney (frmr Pol. Pris. & Black Panther)
3. Updates from the Political Prisoner Death Camps- Anne Lamb (NYC Jericho)
4. Liberation Poetry - Nat Turner – (in remembrance of Sister Lynne)
The NYPD Union’s War Against Parole Reform By Natasha Lennard - March 29, 2019
"For decades, cops have aggressively opposed even minor reforms concerning accountability and criminal
justice. Now, they’re finding they no longer have the state’s parole board under their thumb.
New York’s largest police union is nothing if not consistent: The Police Benevolent Association of the City
of New York (PBA) has aggressively opposed even the most minor reforms concerning police
accountability and criminal justice for decades.
In 1966, Mayor John Lindsay proposed establishing a Civilian Complaint Review Board in response to
rising public concern over police brutality; PBA members protested in their thousands, lobbied and
managed to keep civilians off the police-oversight agency for another 20 years. When Mayor David Dinkins
put forward a police-oversight plan in 1992, the union organized a near-riot outside City Hall, jumping on
cars and breaking barricades. In 2014, the blustering union president Patrick Lynch said that “blood was
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on the hands” of Mayor Bill De Blasio following the murder of two NYPD cops. The mayor’s crime: deigning
to mention the problem of police violence in the months before the attack.
But nothing whips the powerful police union into a fury like the possibility that an individual convicted of
killing an officer might one day walk free. “Keep Cop Killers in Jail for Life” is among the animating
missions of the PBA—a whole page on its website, labeled “Cop Killers,” is dedicated to this issue alone.
The New York State Board of Parole, which determines the release of eligible prisoners who have already
served their determined sentences, currently consists of 12 commissioners appointed by Governor
Andrew Cuomo. In recent decades, the board was typically made up of individuals with previous lawenforcement careers who naturally tended towards denying parole. Over the last year, though, with the
adoption of new regulations and the addition of new commissioners without law-enforcement
backgrounds, the board has granted some long-overdue releases. As I have previously written, the decision
to grant parole after 44 years to 70-year-old Herman Bell, a former Black Panther convicted of the 1971
murder of two NYPD officers, was a litmus test for whether the parole board would follow its own
guidelines and release the aging man with a stellar institutional record, or bend to the political influence of
the police union.
In 2018, the PBA reacted with ire to Bell’s release; Lynch, with his flare for blatant racism, stated that “to
let this animal onto the streets is disgraceful.” The union continues to pursue strained legal avenues to see
the septuagenarian back behind bars. Both Governor Cuomo and Mayor de Blasio publicly condemned the
board’s rightful decision; the parole board’s decision later in the year to release Hayes, also a former Black
Panther, was a heartening signal that the commissioners would uphold the principles of parole rather than
kowtow to police union pressure.
The PBA has since doubled down on its campaign. The powerful union is taking aggressive aim at the New
York State Board of Parole at the very moment parole reform is moving (albeit slowly) in the right
direction. If the police union is successful in its efforts with regards to “cop killers”—as it historically has
often been—it would undermine the very premises on which the parole system is supposed to function.
“Every time someone whose crime involved injury or death to police comes up for parole, the PBA
launches a frontal media attack, ignoring completely who the person is today, and exaggerating wildly the
crime they were convicted of committing,” Laura Whitehorn, an organizer with the project Release Aging
People in Prison (RAPP) and a former political prisoner herself, said in a recent interview. “They portray
themselves as guardians of public safety, but the way they block advances in parole release have nothing
whatsoever to do with public safety, only with police supremacy.”
The PBA’s go-to tactics include hammy appeals to public safety and citizen’s concerns. Last week, the
police union announced that it would hand-deliver to the parole board tens of thousands of letters,
apparently written by members of the public, asking that “cop killers” never be released. The police union
claims that since 2014, some 200,000 letters from the public have been “purposefully ignored” by the
board.
The story behind these letters gives lie to the police union’s claim of vast public support and exposes the
cynical efforts it is willing to undertake in its crusade against reasonable parole decisions. Two hundred
thousand individuals did not write to the parole board; the PBA’s letters represent as few as around 3,000
people clicking on a website link. The vast majority of letters were automatically generated by the PBA’s
site, which invites visitors to “send a letter for all cop killers” in a bold red font and then generates 62
separate letters with one click—one for each “cop killer” listed on the site.
According to Corrections, between 2012 to 2014, the department enabled what RAPP’s Whitehorn called a
“secret pipeline,” by which these mass-generated letters would be dispatched directly to the parole board
through the police union’s online portal.
Without warning the police union, Corrections shut down the portal between its site and the PBA’s in
2014, around the same time advocacy organizations like RAPP were mounting pressure on the board to
grant release to aging prisoners. Now, the union and its supporters have to complain to the parole board
like any other members of the public (DOCCS has a link on its website for such messages and accepts
mail). The union only discovered the change in February—that’s the downside to automating letterwriting–and took it as evidence of a “decision” to “ignore” the public.
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The New York Daily News was swift to trumpet the PBA’s outrage, echoing the union’s soundbite that
200,000 messages had been “left in limbo.” The tabloid at no point mentioned that the PBA site generated
dozens of messages per single click. The corrections department, on its part, has pushed back on the PBA’s
narrative. “The PBA’s most recent attack on the Board of Parole is disingenuous and is effectively a demand
for exclusive access to the board that is not otherwise provided to any other New Yorker,” said DOCCS
spokesperson Thomas Mailey, adding that the “clerical change” that ended the online portal “has in no way
prevented the PBA or anyone else from providing letters of opposition or support.”
More optimistically, the letters saga indicates fresh independence in the parole board. In 2017,
administrators brought in new regulations in an attempt to instantiate what should have long been
standard practice: basing parole decisions on an evaluation of the inmate’s risk to the public instead of the
nature of the crime that led to their incarceration. Last year, Governor Andrew Cuomo appointed six new
parole commissioners, a number of whom have a history in public health and family services, rather than
the typical law-enforcement careers of parole commissioners.
The new regulations stipulated that hearings would no longer serve as a relitigation of an original crime
but, rather, a reasoned consideration of an individual and their circumstances at the time of their parole
hearing. Such changes are especially crucial for aging prisoners who have served lengthy sentences and
pose a negligible risk of recidivism. Even some members of law enforcement also now argue for shifts
towards a more presumptive parole system when aging prisoners are concerned. “Imprisoning the elderly
is extremely expensive—estimated to cost between two to five times as much as a regular prisoner, and
potentially costing hundreds of thousands of dollars per year. On top of that, it’s ineffective,” said Maj. Neill
Franklin, a retired police officer and executive director of the nonprofit Law Enforcement Action
Partnership. “Most people simply age out of crime as they get older, and very few people over the age of 55
constitute a public-safety risk,” Franklin said.
The PBA’s letters stunt is thus best read as a scrambling reaction to a parole board no longer entirely
under its thumb. “There has been a major shift in parole decisions in the past three years,” Albert O’Leary,
the PBA’s communications director, explained. “The nature of the crime used to be the leading
consideration for release, but has been reduced to the least-considered factor under changes implemented
internally by DOCCS without public review or comment.” It has, however, been in the parole board’s
guidelines since 2011 that assessments about a prisoner’s current “risk and needs” be given major weight
in parole considerations, rather than a focus on the nature of the original crime. New regulations simply
asserted that this guideline should be upheld.
The parole system is still mired in problems both procedural and structural. The New York State Parole
Board is currently understaffed (there are seven vacancies), leading to harmful and cruel delays. That an
incarcerated person will likely not be granted parole unless they admit guilt and show penance in front of
the board leads to gross injustices for the many innocent individuals in prison who have exhausted their
limited appeals.
But for the parole board to both enact and assert its independence from the police union and the political
power it exerts constitutes a notable and welcome shift. It’s high time that the PBA’s mendacious
campaigns for police supremacy be met with the silence they deserve."
https://www.thenation.com/article/nypd-parole-lynch-herman-bell/
Palestinian Prisoners Launch Hunger Strike to Protest Israeli Punitive Measures
March 29, 2019
"Palestinian prisoners detained in Israeli prisons announced the launching of an open hunger strike to
protest against the occupation’s attacks on them.
The movement said a statement signed by representatives of prisoners from Fatah, Hamas, Islamic Jihad,
the Popular Front and the Democratic Front that the Israeli prison administration has launched an
unprecedented fierce attack against Palestinian prisoners including daily repressions and harassment,
increasing the frequency and magnitude of punitive measures, deliberate medical negligence, and a mass
media incitement campaign to present them as terrorists and murderers.
Palestinian prisoners launch mass hunger strike in Israeli jails – https://t.co/29O2jDsZSl via @palinfoen
#Palestine pic.twitter.com/1r7sI1jOWK
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— al whit (@soitiz) March 28, 2019
The movement called on the Palestinian people and the world free people to stand by them and support
their “battle of dignity”, stressing that their strike is purely national and has no political dimension.
Israel has been intensifying a crackdown on Palestinian inmates over the past two months. In February,
Israel’s prison administration installed phone jamming devices at Al-Naqab (Ketziot) and Ramon prisons.
The devices produce powerful radiation and stop radio and television signals from penetrating into the
area, in a bid to stop prisoners maintaining contact with the outside world.
Israeli Occupation fines Palestinian prisoners in further crackdown on Al-Naqab, Ramon facilities
pic.twitter.com/UJs6Ljr0v1
— Palestinian Voices (@FalastinVoices) March 28, 2019
Human rights organizations have condemned these events, with the Prisoner Support and Human Rights
Associations – better known as Addameer – issuing a statement to say:
“We are following up closely and with much concern, the systematic increasing crimes carried out by the
Israeli prison services against the Palestinian prisoners. [These] violations are opposed by all
international conventions related to the protection of prisoners.”
#Israel Intensifies Crackdown on Palestinian #Prisoners https://t.co/aMst8GdN7E via @PalestineChron
pic.twitter.com/qyBbtAhXp8
— Palestine Chronicle (@PalestineChron) March 28, 2019
The Palestinian Prisoners’ Movement warned that Israel is trying to “burn us and kill us through the
devices, and we will stand up against them at any cost”. In March it emerged that the prisoners were
suffering from depression, headaches and fainting as a result of the radiation from the devices, with
experts saying this can lead to “genetic deformities of human cells and cancer”.
http://www.palestinechronicle.com/palestinian-prisoners-launch-hunger-strike-to-protest-israelipunitive-measures/
DOJ: Alabama prisoners exposed to horrifying violence; rape, murders a regular occurrence
"The Justice Department said conditions in Alabama's prisons deteriorated so badly they probably violate
the Constitution's prohibition of cruel and unusual punishment. "
Check out this story on USATODAY.com:
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2019/04/03/violence-murder-rape-alabama-prisonsunconstitutional-justice-department-investigation/3351480002/
Lenny Foster: Native American Issues and Leonard Peltier
Sunday, April 28, 2019 2 to 5 p.m. The People’s Forum 320 West 37th St.,
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Light Refreshments Will Be Served Other Speakers and Culture TBA
“Lenny Foster of the Diné Nation is the former Director of the Navajo Nation Corrections Project and the
Spiritual Advisor for more than 2,000 Native American inmates in ninety-six state and federal prisons in
the Western U.S. He has co-authored legislation in New Mexico, Arizona, Utah and Colorado allowing
Native American spiritual and religious practice in prison and resulting in significant reductions in prison
returns.
He is a board member of the International Indian Treaty Council, a sun dancer and member of the Native
American Church. He has been with the American Indian Movement since 1969 and has participated in
actions including Alcatraz, Black Mesa, the Trail of Broken Treaties, Wounded Knee 1973, the Menominee
Monastery Occupation, Shiprock Fairchild Occupation, the Longest Walk and the Big Mountain land
struggle. Lenny Foster has received many accolades and honors for his groundbreaking work with
Indigenous prisoners’ human rights and has testified many times at the United Nations on both
Indigenous issues and Political Prisoner Leonard Peltier.
Leonard Peltier is a Native American activist who was unfairly and illegally tried and convicted for his
participation in a firefight on the Pine Ridge Reservation in 1975. This event took place amid the high
tensions and extreme violence known as the “Reign of Terror” and left one Native American and two FBI
agents dead. After a trial the following year, in which two other firefight participants were acquitted on the
grounds of self-defense, the FBI went to extraordinary lengths to get Leonard Peltier—someone had to
pay.
Leonard Peltier was illegally extradited from Canada to face a trial filled with Constitutional violations.
Since his sentencing, documents proving FBI misconduct that included the fabrication and suppression of
evidence, have been revealed. During subsequent oral arguments, the US Prosecutor admitted “... we can’t
prove who shot those agents.” Leonard Peltier remains in prison after being denied Executive Clemency by
President Obama.”
Sponsors: NYC Free Peltier, NYC Jericho, ProLibertad (list in formation)
For more info: nycfreepeltier@gmail.com; 718-325-4407
FB Event Page: https://www.facebook.com/events/1291669940987836/
A Man Died in a Private Prison Van. The Company Says: Not Our Problem
How the dangerous prisoner transport business has dodged responsibility for “gross negligence.”
By Alysia Santo and Eli Hager - March 29, 2019
"Johnny Smith spent almost 24 hours shackled in the back of a prison van — barely conscious and
muttering incoherently — before he died there in 2011. A private company was hauling Mr. Smith, 48, to
Florida from Kentucky to face a drug charge: possession of a single oxycodone pill.
A judge ruled that the company’s “carelessness and gross negligence” had caused the death of Mr. Smith, a
disabled construction worker, and awarded his children nearly $650,000 in damages.
Such lawsuits are the only recourse that families like the Smiths have against private prisoner transport
companies, which remain almost entirely unregulated despite the industry’s extensive history of
passenger deaths and injuries. Federal agencies that are supposed to oversee the industry almost never
act, and because the vans cross state and county lines, local officials can say they don’t have jurisdiction."
for full article please see: https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/03/29/a-man-died-in-a-privateprison-van-the-company-says-not-our-problem

DJ Free Leonard (Broken Treaty Poet) drops new music video for "You Playin' Games"
filmed in Ventura,CA https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oD9eHlw8Weg
Please Note:
NOTE: If you write to Marius Mason, he’s been moved:
Marie Mason #04672-061, FCI Danbury, Route 37
Danbury, Connecticut 06811
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Judge in Mumia Abu-Jamal’s case blasts Krasner for trying to block latest appeal Bobby Allyn - April
1, 2019
"The Pennsylvania judge in the Mumia Abu-Jamal case has issued an opinion blasting Philadelphia District
Attorney Larry Krasner for trying to block the world-famous death row inmate from having a chance to
reargue his case in front of the state’s high court. In December, Common Pleas Judge Leon Tucker breathed
new life into Abu-Jamal’s case by reinstating the former Black Panther’s appeal rights, citing new evidence
that emerged during the appeal’s legal discovery allegedly showing that a former Pennsylvania Supreme
Court justice who denied Abu-Jamal’s appeal was biased against him.
Abu-Jamal was convicted of killing a city police officer more than 30 years ago, and, during some of the
appeals, Ron Castille was Philadelphia district attorney. Castille later became a state Supreme Court
justice, then chief justice of the court, where he was among the judges who rejected Abu-Jamal’s final
appeal in 2012. The evidence that rejuvenated Abu-Jamal’s case is a 1990 letter Castille wrote to then-Gov.
Bob Casey urging him to more quickly sign the execution warrants for death row inmates “to send a clear
and dramatic message to all police killers that the death penalty in Pennsylvania actually means
something.”
Tucker said since Abu-Jamal did not know about the letter at the time of his appeal, he could not point to it
as justification for Castille to recuse himself. And so, Tucker said in his Friday opinion, Abu-Jamal deserves
a new chance to make the case for his innocence to the state Supreme Court.
But lawyers in Krasner’s office are fighting to prevent that from happening. In court filings, Krasner’s
assistants wrote that Castille was merely expressing his personal view in the letter to the governor, saying
it did not affect his ability to be a fair judge during Abu-Jamal’s appeals.
In a new opinion elaborating on the December ruling, Tucker doubled down on his rejection of Krasner’s
position. “Our system of laws, rightfully so, endeavors to prevent even the appearance of bias,” Tucker
wrote, saying the letter to Casey creates “an unconstitutional appearance of bias and would lead a
significant minority of the lay community to reasonably question Justice Castille’s impartiality.”
“He’s basically making the very strong rebuttal to DA Krasner’s statements that this is just an overly broad
decision and also a rebuttal to the factual misrepresentations in the DA’s recent filings,” said Rachel
Wolkenstein, former lawyer and longtime activist for Abu-Jamal.
State Supreme Court to decide
The decision is now up to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, which is weighing whether to take Abu-Jamal’s
new appeal and potentially grant him a new trial.
Judith Ritter, Abu-Jamal’s lawyer, said the judge elaborating on his former opinion “clarifies even more that
Judge Tucker’s decision is correct.” Krasner spokesman Ben Waxman said the office is “still evaluating the
new opinion and have not made a decision yet on how to proceed.”
But in filings, Krasner’s office has maintained that Tucker’s ruling is problematic since it could potentially
require “any lead prosecutor who becomes a judge to recuse in every case that was pending in that
person’s office when the now-judge was the lead prosecutor.” — (WHYY)
In other words, Krasner’s prosecutors say, defendants involved in cases from a judge’s past career should
not necessarily be barred from being heard in that judge’s courtroom. Otherwise, scores in Philadelphia
would have trouble finding an impartial judge. But Tucker said pushing for Abu-Jamal to be executed, then
ruling to dismiss his appeal was a clear conflict of interest. “To have the former leader of the district
attorney’s office decide the outcome of a dispute involving that office which occurred during his tenure as
district attorney gives the appearance of being fundamentally unfair, unjust and improper,” Tucker wrote.
Earlier this year, prosecutors wrote to the court about six boxes linked to Mumia’s case found in an out-ofthe-way storage room. The surprise discovery set off much speculation, which was put to rest when
Krasner shortly after said there was nothing new found in the boxes, mostly paperwork and legal filings.
Still, how and when the boxes became separated from the rest of Abu-Jamal’s case documents remain a
mystery.
Abu Jamal, 64, who has cirrhosis of the liver and is receiving treatment for hepatitis C, has continued to
write extensively from behind bars about race and mass incarceration.
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The family of the officer Abu-Jamal was convicted of killing, Daniel Faulkner, has said that the new appeal
is reopening old emotional wounds. During a court hearing late last year, Maureen Faulkner, the widow of
the slain officer, had an emotional outburst and had to be escorted out of
court.https://www.phillytrib.com/news/local_news/judge-in-mumia-abu-jamal-s-case-blasts-krasnerfor/article_4b96bbb7-7e47-5cfc-8c5d-3e1551deaef8.html
6,000 Palestinian children jailed by Israel since 2015 April 7, 2019
"West Bank, ALRAY -- At least 6,000 Palestinian children have been detained by Israeli authorities since
2015, according to the Palestinian Prisoners' Association.
In a statement issued on Friday to mark Palestinian Children's Day, the NGO said 98 percent of the children
held had been subjected to psychological and/or physical abuse while in Israeli custody.
The association said dozens of minors were detained by Israeli authorities after first being shot and
wounded by Israeli troops.
According to Committee for Prisoners' Affairs, the total number of Palestinians currently imprisoned by
Israel stands at 5,700, including 48 women and 250 children." For full article please see
http://alray.ps/en/index.php?act=post&id=11607
Exposing the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 4/12 6 pm
"The ADL is a neoconservative organization that's influential in NYC and national policy as a “civil rights”
organization. It trains police in militarized methods, advocates for the War on Terror, and attacks antiracist movements led by people of color — all while advising politicians and media on racism,
homophobia, and Islamophobia (and a lot more.) Its work has quietly embedded the conservative
definitions of “civil rights” that anti-racist and queer movements struggle against. The ADL has also been
one of the least understood, least accountable organizations in US politics, but activists are gearing up to
look more closely.

Please help spread the word about this workshop/discussion on Friday, April 12."
https://www.facebook.com/events/2366243626941964/
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Chelsea Manning Again Takes Fall for Defending Public’s Right to Know Janine Jackson - April 1, 2019
"Chelsea Manning was a US Army soldier who released to WikiLeaks Iraq and Afghan war logs, with
information on torture and civilian killings, including an airstrike that killed two Reuters correspondents;
and diplomatic cables revealing, among other things, a secret deal between the US and Yemen in which the
US would bomb the country, and the Yemeni government would claim the attacks. For Manning, these
were acts that shocked the conscience, and that US citizens, in whose names they were claimed, should
know about. She hoped the release to the media and the public via WikiLeaks would spark “worldwide
discussion, debates and reforms.” The military sought a court martial and a life sentence, claiming her
disclosure “aided the enemy”; she was eventually sentenced by a military judge to 35 years, but her
sentence was commuted by Barack Obama after she had served seven years—still the longest time anyone
has served for disclosing classified information to the media. It’s generally understood that Obama
recognized that it wasn’t possible to charge WikiLeaks editor-in-chief Julian Assange, via Manning, without
exposing journalists at the New York Times or the Washington Post to prosecution for sharing the same
information—not to mention collecting prizes for it." For full article please see
https://fair.org/home/chelsea-manning-again-takes-fall-for-defending-publics-right-to-know/
Celebrate Bud Korotzer Monday From Joe Catron:
"By now, most of us have heard about the passing of Bud Korotzer, a renowned movement photographer,
lifelong political activist, and friend to hundreds of us in the New York City area.
While a more formal memorial service is possible later, his "funeral" - a gathering of family, friends and
comrades - will be at 10:30 am Monday in the Greenwich Village Funeral Home.
Of course nothing is required, but because I was unsure, and had to call and ask: yes, flowers are
appropriate."

April 13: MALCOLMITES READY FOR MALCOLM X AND FRED HAMPTON!

"On Saturday, April 13th, 2019, the Malcolm X Commemoration Committee will present a powerful forum
observing the anniversaries of the assassinations of Malcolm X and Fred Hampton! This engaging forum is
called ‘Can’t Kill Fightin’ For Freedom!To Malcolm And Fred With Love’ and will take place at CEMOTAP,
135-05 Rockaway Blvd, So Ozone Park Queens from 1 to 4pm.
The line-up for this forum includes a stellar panel of participants, Prof. William Sales, author of From Civil
Rights To Black Liberation: Malcolm X and the OAAU, Basir Mchawi, longtime broadcaster, educator and a
leader of the legendary Brooklyn establishment The East, Imam Al-Hajj Talib Abdur-Rashid, Imam (leader)
of Malcolm’s Islamic continuum, The Mosque of Islamic Brotherhood, Cyril Innis, better known as our
beloved ‘Captain Bullwhip,’ who will share important background on the underappreciated emergence of
the Queens Chapter of the Black Panther Party with People’s artist Yasmine Sutton, as well as his
recollections of Malcolm’s impact on their Queens’ neighborhood.
This forum was originally scheduled for February 16th in anticipation of the anniversary of the
assassination of Malcolm X. It was postponed to observe the memorial of a hugely beloved exiled comrade
Nehanda Abiodun. The panel will take not only take on the painful subject of Malcolm’s assassination, but
will also take on how the Black Liberation Movement had to endure the onslaught of repression from his
assassination to the assassination of premier Black Panther leader Fred Hampton several years later.
“One of the painful layers the global African world has had to endure with the three key assassinations of
the 60s, Lumumba, Malcolm and Fred, is that they were all executed with violently self-hating Black hands,
and what that has meant for the eruption and the continuation of the internecine violence that has
plagued the African world ever since then has not come anywhere near being adequately addressed!
The event is free. Donations received will go to designated political prisoners.
Malcolm X was assassinated on February 21, 1965 at the Audubon Ballroom. Fred Hampton, the
compelling chairman of the Illinois chapter of the Black Panther Party was on December 4, 1969. This year
will mark the 50th anniversary of his assassination.
For more information, please call or text press officer Zayid Muhammad at 973 202 0745 "
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WHAT'S REALLY GOING ON IN VENEZUELA? COME TO A "FROM ON THE GROUND REPORT
BACK" TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2019, NYC @ 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

SPEAKERS
"Ajamu Baraka: Black Alliance for Peace, is a noted US human rights activist. In 2016 he was the Green
Party's candidate for Vice President.
Sara Flounders: Co-director of the International Action Center and helps coordinate the United National
Antiwar Coalition and the No War On Venezuela Campaign.
Raymond Nat Turner: "Town Crier," NWU-NY Co-Chair and Poet-in-Residence of Black Agenda Report will
perform.
Danny Haiphong: Author of the new book "American Exceptionalism and American Innocence: A People's
History of Fake News―From the Revolutionary War to the War on Terror" will talk about fake news.
Update: William Camacaro, co-producer of WBAI's "La Voz Latina," is from Venezuela. He will talk about
his recent stay in Caracas.
Moderator: Margaret Kimberley, Senior Editor of Black Agenda Report and a member of NWU.
Join us for a report back from US Peace Council delegates about their fact-finding trip to Venezuela.
Prominent activists Ajamu Baraka and Sara Flounders were in Caracas during the nationwide black-out.
They visited working-class neighborhoods, clinics and "collectivos" to see first hand how people are
dealing with the sanctions. What do ordinary Venezuelans think of Maduro? Bring your questions!
Space is wheelchair accessible.
Learn more about these other NWU programs:
- Click here to see the schedule of our many other upcoming events.
- Looking for a writing mentor? The NWU can help you.
- Want to host a small NWU event? Seed grants are now available.
- The NWU is seeking workshop leaders."

38

Big news! Announcing the 2019 #Law4thePeople Convention

“... in Durham, North Carolina!
This October, we're thrilled to bring the #Law4thePeople convention back to the South! Details on
registration, housing, calls for programing, and more will be available soon at nlg.org/convention.”

What Happened 2 Rap?

Student. Coordinator. Chairman. Firebrand. Revolutionary. Linguist. Poet. Teacher. Reformer. Imam.
Builder. Protector. Political Prisoner.
The unbelievable story of H. Rap Brown/Imam Jamil Al-Amin. An American civil rights icon wrongly
accused and falsely imprisoned, still fighting to escape the ghosts of J. Edgar Hoover's United States.
The original jury was never presented with the full story, including another man's confession to the crime.
His supporters believe his conviction was the culmination of a decades‐long federal vendetta targeting him
for his activism and anti‐establishment rhetoric.
As he sits imprisoned, his family and legal team continue the fight to clear his name and bring him home
before the destructive effects of solitary confinement debilitate his mind and body. After years of appeals
and protests from us, his friends, family and supporters, the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals will hear oral
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arguments on May 3rd, 2019 in Atlanta, GA. This hearing will determine whether we receive a new trial
and we would love to see you there. While we are ecstatic for this win, we now need help. This is where
you come in. We need allies such as yourself to assist not only with shining a spotlight on this opportunity
for change, but also with the funding of this last push for freedom. Now is the best opportunity we have
ever had. For more information on how to get involved please click here to contact us. Thank you

https://whathappened2rap.myshopify.com/pages/contact-us
WH2R? The Talking Points”
We have compiled 15 of the most compelling talking points about this case. We have a right to be outraged.
Were this any other man, he would be free.
Agent Ron Campbell with the FBI was not originally assigned to this case. He however insisted he be apart
of the arresting team and then subsequently insisted that he drive alone in his own vehicle instead of
riding with the team he begged to be apart of.
Agent Campbell is the only person who can establish complete chain of custody for the “evidence” in this
case because he was the only agent present at both the crime scene and the arrest site who drove alone
from one location to the other.
Agent Campbell is also the only agent to get “separated” from the team once the search began. The location
where Agent Campbell was separated happens to also be the location where the fingerprintless gun was
found.
Agent Campbell has a history of planting fingerprint-less guns at crime scenes. In the other instance, he
planted the gun only after shooting the suspect in the back of the head so I guess we are lucky.
Agent Campbell was also a key witness for the prosecution (yes it is ridiculous) and while being cross
examined, he was caught lying under oath. Upon being caught, he admitted to being at the location where
he is once again accused of planting evidence with no explanation as to why.
Deputy Aldranon English, the surviving victim of the crime gave a vivid and detailed description of the
shooter, “5’9 with cold grey eyes” were his primary descriptors. Mr. Al- Amin/Imam Jamil is 6’5 with
brown eyes.
Deputy English also reported shooting his shooter. Mr. Al-Amin/Imam Jamil was not shot.
Bernadette Davy, the firearms examiner in this case, breached protocol when examining the evidence
resulting in faulty results and analysis. She was later fired from the State for breaching protocol when
examining evidence in her cases resulting in faulty results and analysis...Yes really...
Mr. Al-Amin exercised his right not to testify at trial. Instead of honoring his wishes, The State conducted
an impromptu mock cross examination of Mr. Al-Amin where they asked him questions and then
hypothetically answered them for the jury during closing arguments.
On appeal, The Courts agreed that Mr. Al-Amin’s Constitutional Rights were violated by the mock cross
examination, but the violation did not impact the outcome even after the jury conceded a primary reason
for the guilty vote was the spotlight placed on him exercising those rights?
There was and is no physical evidence linking Mr. Al-Amin to the crime.
Otis Jackson committed the crime that Mr. Al-Amin is currently serving life in prison for. Jackson later
confessed and signed an Affidavit only for it later to be dismissed and suppressed.
Mr. Al-Amin was ordered not to speak to the media or public during his trial and has since been denied the
opportunity to tell his story despite numerous requests from media and scholars alike.
Mr. Al-Amin has served the majority of these last 18+ years in 23 hour solitary confinement for his
“protection.”
Mr. Al-Amin was handed from state custody to federal custody with no notification, held without
communication and locked up in numerous locations across the country away from his legal team, family
and support system...with no federal charges.
May 8--Commemorating the Nakba: Indigenous, Palestinian and Black Liberation!
"We're thrilled to let you know about our new event coming up Wednesday, May 8 in Berkeley, with Nick
Estes, Lara Kiswani and Kristian Davis Bailey.

40

It's called "Commemorating the Nakba: Movement-Building for Collective Liberation -- Indigenous,
Palestinian, & Black Liberation."
MECA Bay Area Events
Commemorating the Nakba:
Movement-Building for Collective Liberation
Indigenous, Palestinian, and Black Liberation
Wednesday, MAY 8 – 7pm
Berkeley City College Auditorium
2050 Center Street
Featuring:
LARA KISWANI-Executive Director of the Arab Resource & Organizing Center, from Beit Iksa & Aqir,
Palestine.
KRISTIAN DAVIS BAILEY-Co-founder of Black for Palestine, journalist, and co-author of the 2015 Black
Solidarity with Palestine Statement.”
NICK ESTES-Co-founder of the Red Nation, author of Our History is the Future, and assistant professor of
American studies at the University of New Mexico. Nick is a citizen of the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe.

In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela Campaign
Jericho is spearheading the “In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela” campaign proposed by political prisoner and
co-founder of the National Jericho Movement Jalil Abdul Muntaqim. This initiative appeals to the
international community, including the International Commission of Jurists, to call for special hearings
within the United Nations to review the cases of Political Prisoners.
Several meetings have already occurred in collaboration with interested others, and much headway is
being made regarding organizing efforts. The campaign "In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela” met in NYC on
on March 9th and April 13th. For May's meeting, please contact: nycjericho@gmail.com if you are
interested in becoming involved. We invite you to support this initiative. Everyone is encouraged to
check out the website http://spiritofmandela.org
“Set your calendars now: The International Tribunal on U.S. Human Rights Violations and Political
Prisoners (ITUSHRPP) is set to take place in October 2021. We intend to document, in detailed
evidentiary form and utilizing all available contemporary human rights precedents, the gross violations
faced by colonized people and those who have defended basic self determination principles. But this will
not be a narrow or dry legalistic affair. This people’s Tribunal is designed to both educate and mobilize, so
renewed fight back movements can emerge and be strengthened. We are aware that we stand on
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formidable shoulders.
In the 1940’s, W.E.B. DuBois first petitioned the newly-formed United Nations regarding the rights of U.S.born people of African descent; in the 1950’s Paul Robeson was one of a number who “Charged Genocide”
against the U.S. government to the global body. Minister Malcolm X’s formation in 1964 of the
Organization of Afro-American Unity was part of a direct campaign to put the case of “the 22 million Black
people who are the victims of Americanism” before the Organization of African Unity and the U.N. On
Human Rights Day 1978, attorney Lennox Hinds— working on behalf of the National Conference of Black
Lawyers, the Commission for Racial Justice of the United Church of Christ, and the National Alliance
Against Racism—petitioned the UN’s Human Rights Commission, resulting in a team of seven
international jurists investigating cases of gross violations pertaining to U.S. political prisoners.
Throughout the 1980’s and 1990’s, Dr. Luis Nieves Falcon and a wide array of petitioners held a variety of
Tribunals in Europe, the U.S., and Puerto Rico, with verdicts indicating further abuses of the
U.S. prison, police, political, and military systems. And in 2014, the UN Human Rights Committee issued a
report criticizing the U.S. for 25 distinct violations of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. We are aware that the people’s voice—including the voices of our long-incarcerated elders—
must be heard.
Mutulu Shakur asserted the need for a U.S. process of truth and reconciliation, and many have begun to
discuss and implement grassroots forum for truth-telling, where witnesses listen and reflect upon voices
“from the margins” to organize for an end to structural and militarized state violence. Jalil Muntaqim has
called for campaigns “in the spirit of Mandela,” where the international social and political context which
helped revise the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners in 2015 be utilized in the case
of those incarcerated in the U.S. Our International Tribunal will call for testimony from both sides of the
wall, both on issues of the torturous conditions of political imprisonment and on the root colonial and neocolonial conditions and repression which inevitably lead to growing numbers of political prisoners. We
will not separate the work to free our prisoners with the work to free the land, and for ultimate liberation
of all."
As we continue to launch the In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela, Bring Back the International Jurists Campaign, we
are providing links to some important documents. One of these is the United Nations Mandela Rules,
unanimously passed by the Security Counsel in December of 2015. Another important document is Jalil
Muntaqim's essay regarding the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the
International Jurists. Please see links and Docs at: http://www.freejalil.com/2017juristsUN.html also in
German!! Click here to read the Report of International Jurists—Visit with Human Rights Petitioners in the
United States, August 3-20, 1979.
Political Prisoner/Prisoner of War, Jalil Muntaqim states in his blog “recently the Jericho Amnesty Movement
embarked on a new national and international campaign to persuade the U.N. International Jurists to initiate a
formal investigation on human rights abuses of U.S. political prisoners. To further demand the U.S. Corporate
Government implement the U.N. Minimum Standards on the Treatment of Prisoners, and for the immediate
release of our political prisoners. This especially calls for the release of those with COINTELPRO convictions
who have languished in prison for 30 to 50 years. These political prisoners were contemporaries of Nelson
Mandela; when he was fighting against Apartheid in South Afrika, they were fighting against Jim Crow
segregation and second-class citizenship in the U.S. This Jericho campaign motto is “In the Spirit of Nelson
Mandela” and activists across the country are urged to join and support in whatever way they are able in
political solidarity toward the building of the National Coalition for the Human Rights of Political Prisoners”.
(http://www.freejalil.com/blog47.html).
Please read our invitation below and contact us if you are interested in endorsing, sponsoring or
otherwise becoming involved in “The Spirit of Nelson Mandela” initiative.
“Greetings of Peace!

“It is said that no one truly knows a nation until one has been inside its jails. A nation should not be judged
by how it treats its highest citizens, but its lowest ones.” —Nelson Mandela
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The IN THE SPIRIT OF NELSON MANDELA COALITION invites you to join our campaign to develop an
International Coalition to acknowledge, recognize and push for the release of US held Political Prisoners. The
conditions under which US political prisoners are forced to live and the length of their sentences violates
international law and the UN Nelson Mandela Rules. In December 2015, the United Nations General Assembly
adopted its landmark resolution 70/175 entitled “United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment
of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules”) (https://www.penalreform.org/priorities/prisonconditions/standard-minimum-rules/). These Rules condemn the United States’ policies and practices of
punitive solitary confinement, medical neglect and long term solitary confinement. This particular international
initiative stems from a call from Political Prisoner and co-founder of the National Jericho Movement to Free All
Political Prisoners, Jalil Abdul Muntaqim. Although efforts to present our issues in the international arena
certainly aren’t new—Malcolm X urged such in the 1960s—this Initiative begins with a much needed renewed
energy, focus and commitment.
While constantly organizing and soliciting endorsers and sponsors, our first campaign objective was to contact
the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) (https://www.icj.org) to initiate a formal investigation into the
holding of Political Prisoners in the United States. Representatives from the ICJ had come to the United States
before in 1979 to visit Political prisoners Sundiata Acoli and Ed Poindexter. Some forty years later these
prisoners still remain in prison. Ultimately, we hope to use this investigation to bring the following results:
•

Generate international awareness and attention

•

Implore the United Nation to convene a Truth and Reconciliation Tribunal to explore, expose and address
the social, economic and political historic conditions of people of color, and particularly black people in the
United States, revolutionaries and movement organizations that struggle against these conditions, and the
government’s brutal and illegal response to those organizations and people resulting in the deaths and
incarcerations of hundreds

•

Build political and legal pressure to call for the release of Political Prisoners

We realize that we have a difficult job ahead, but the more national and international solidarity we garner, the
greater the chances for victory. We hope you will join the campaign by 1. Agreeing to support by clearly identifying your organization and contact person;
2. Providing your accurate email and phone number (We will keep you informed of developments of this
initiative); and
3. Partaking of the unique experience of collectively brain storming strategies to bring this struggle to the
international arena and to the United Nations.
Your input is valued at any level.
In solidarity,
The National Jericho Movement
In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela Coalition”

FREE ALL U.S. HELD POLITICAL PRISONERS!!!
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Moving Forward
As we move towards accomplishing our goals, we seek to continue to form new alliances, to help build a more
unified front both nationally and internationally. We look forward to expanding our scope of services as well as
increasing our dedicated members, especially reaching out to the youth to carry on the torch of justice for not
only our beloved freedom fighter's who are now elders still in these dungeons , but also for those Political
Prisoner's who are to come in the future-and surely they will, given the escalating oppression and fascism that
is swiftly seeping through every “right” in this country. Unless a sudden change permeates the power
structures, the number of political prisoner's will grow. COINTELPRO is still alive and running many missives
in which to entrap those who oppose the tyrannical, oppressive & racism regime. In the many decades of their
operations they have become even more cunning and sophisticated. Our hope is to unify the people who truly
want to move forward towards a better future for all, not just some-and to use the power of unified numbers to
stand as strong as a spider web against those who have chosen a destructive path to abolish human rights .
As our Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War are aging and too many have already died behind these dungeon
walls, it is imperative that we as a collective, continue to go even harder in the quest for their freedom. They
have been waiting patiently... for 30, 40, 50 years. “For to be free is not merely to cast off one's chains, but to live
in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of others.”―Nelson Mandela
As Jericho has withstood many obstacles in the past 20 years, we are still here, and we will not fall back. We are
relentless in bringing our beloved freedom fighters home.

Gratitude and Appreciation
It is with great gratitude that we express our sincere appreciation to you-our supporters. Without your
help, we could not accomplish all that we do for our Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War. From helping
their families visit them, to assisting with legal and medical needs, to putting monies in their commissary
as well as providing forums wherein we can hold events to educate others about our Political
Prisoners/Prisoner's of War, your support helps make this possible. We know it, and our Political
Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War know it as well. There is power in the people, and this is where their
freedom lies.
It is because of people such as yourselves, who so graciously give of your time, your donations as well as
your thoughts towards this cause that brings us closer to the day when we can finally say-They are Home
at Last....Can you imagine? After sacrificing for the community-the community is the one who brings them
home. After languishing in a steel dungeon waiting for freedom for decades, when that door finally swings
open and they finally step into their families arms for good, it will be a powerful day indeed.
We are all links that join together as one. No act, no deed is too small. Together we are strong, powerful.
We just have to keep going-as they did back in the days when they were fighting the same old oppressive,
racist regime.
“Freedom can never be taken for granted. Each generation must safeguard it and extend it. Your parents
and elders sacrificed much so that you should have freedom without suffering what they did. Use this
precious right to ensure that the darkness of the past never return.”―Nelson Mandela.
Thank you-for safeguarding and extending the fight for justice, freedom and human rights. There is a light
down the way, it is called our children's eyes. May they know a better world.
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As you know, the obstacles to helping free our political prisoners are immense. It is to challenge the super
power and its many facets. It is to fight repression through education, organizing, mobilizing, and creating
a movement that embraces freedom and dignity for all people and freedom for all political prisoners.
Your financial support at this time is needed for Jericho’s continued work and effectiveness.
If you cannot support financially, please do continue to read our newsletters, share them widely, tell others
about our Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War-volunteer to help us if you can, for everything matters and
no sincere deed is left unnoticed. We are the ones, for a prisoner's options are limited, we have the key, we
just have to figure out together, how to unlock those doors.
Free all Political Prisoners!
In struggle and gratitude, The National Jericho Movement

Your Generous Contributions Help us Provide Real Support to our Political Prisoners!
___ $25 ___ $50 ___$75 ___$100___$250 ___$ Other___
There are two ways to make a donation:
Please make non-deductible donations to:
National Jericho Treasury
Mail to: "Jericho Treasury/Michael Alston"
Ashanti Alston
162 Miller Ave
Providence, R.I. 02905

For tax deductible receipt, send donations to:
Alliance for Global Justice
Subject Line: Jericho
Mail to:
David Archuleta
Alliance for Global Justice
225 E. 26th Street, Suite 1
Tuscon, Arizona 85713

Or Visit our website at: http://www.thejerichomovement.com/donate and click our “donate” button.
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