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“When the prison doors are opened, the real dragon will fly out”
Ho Chi Minh

Revolutionary Greetings,
Welcome to our National Jericho Movement Newsletter. Thank you to all of our members and affiliations
who contribute critical information regarding our Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War as well as updates on
activities, events and actions.
Moving forward, we stand in fierce determination and solidarity to free our remaining Political Prisoner's and
Prisoner's of War still languishing behind the dungeon walls. Much work has been done by Jericho and other
organizations, and there is still much more work to do.
With 20 years behind us and much work ahead, Jericho is growing and is taking on new projects and
missions. Our shared vision is that we will reach a time in this country (and others) wherein there will be no
more Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War. We envision the day when they all will walk free and into their
families arms-who have been waiting for decades. We hope you join us in making this a reality.

"Settle your quarrels, come together,
understand the reality of our situation, understand that fascism is already here,
that people are dying who could be saved,
that generations more will live poor butchered half-lives if you fail to act.
Do what must be done,
discover your humanity and your love in revolution."
Fallen Black Panther Field Marshal, Comrade George L. Jackson (1941-1971)
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Jericho Movement's Current Work and Progress
Jericho actively maintains direct connections with our political prisoner by visiting or writing them
monthly. We also maintain contact and assists their families as available. We monitor health & legal status
and provide support and intervention. We hold political education classes, table at events, give
presentations, interviews and speak on radio shows. We are actively involved in collaborating with and
supporting other organizations and events which are in alignment with our missions and values to break
down walls of injustice, racism, oppression and Free our Political Prisoners. Jericho meetings occurred
during the month of November across the nation.
Thinking forward-we will be updating our website, increasing our international reach to build continued
solidarity and plan to create additional resources for our Political Prisoners/POW's and their families.
The Jericho Movement has initiated as well as supported and participated in many rallies, events and
calls to action this month.

Richmond Jericho (Other Chapter Reports to Follow Next Month)
“VCU’s Department of African American Studies and the National Jericho Movement Present: The
Community Forum on Critical Issues in Black Richmond
Thursday, February 21, 7:00PM Institute for Contemporary Art, 601 W. Broad Street
Please join us for the spring 2019 kickoff meeting of The Community Forum, a seminar series devoted to
critical discussions about Black life in Richmond and beyond. This special presentation, titled Awareness
—Protection—Involvement, utilizes theater, poetry, martial arts, and audience interactive engagement to
explore the past and present of Black Richmond and to marshal resources for the future. During this Black
History Month, on the four-hundredth anniversary of slavery in Virginia, and on the fifty-fourth
anniversary of the assassination of Malcolm X, we meet to reaffirm Black identity, Black power, and the
heroic grassroots traditions of the Black liberation struggle.
Awareness—Protection—Involvement will feature interactive performances by Rob Gibsun (Awareness),
Jihad Abdulmumit (Protection), and Rebecca Keel (Involvement).
About the Contributors
Jihad Abdulmumit was incarcerated for 23 years as a political prisoner for his involvement with the Black
Panther Party. He is the Chairperson for the National Jericho Movement, www.thejerichomovement.com, a
vanguard organization that supports domestic political prisoners/POWs and calls for their
freedom/amnesty from prison. He travels nationally and internationally speaking and championing the
cause of freedom for Political Prisoners. He presently lives in Richmond, VA. with his wife and three
children. He is a community activist and playwright. He is a Community Case Manager at the Health
Brigade, a health clinic in Richmond, and gives HIV/STI workshops in schools and prisons, does HIV
testing in jails/prisons, and case manages HIV + inmates upon their release. He and his wife own their own
community theater company – For Our Children Productions – which has produced many original socialpolitical theme orientated performances since 2004. He has a Masters in Business Administration, with a
concentration in Health Services from Strayer University.
Born in Richmond, Virginia, Rob Gibsun is an artist and writer. Graduate of Virginia Commonwealth
University’s Communication Arts department, Gibsun’s art and poetry have been published in Yemasse
Journal, The Offing, Kinfolks Quarterly, Minetta Review and Amendment. He has shared stages with Sonia
Sanchez, Charlie Wilson, Lianne La Havas, and Saul Williams. Founder of Virginia’s award-winning poetry
organization, Good Clear Sound, Rob has extensive knowledge as a poetry slam coach. As a teaching artist,
Gibsun has instructed watercolor painting classes with senior citizens at Pine Camp Art Center and
facilitated creative writing and performance workshops with inner city youth through local non-profit
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Art180. A TEDxRVA Speaker, Southern Fried Champion, and Verses and Flow Poet, he urges you to keep it
real, create fearlessly, and work with what you got to get what you want. Find more of Rob’s art at
robgibsun.com
Rebecca Keel MSW is an Intersectional Community Organizer and local advocate. With a background in
social work research, youth justice, direct action planning and conflict resolution, they have a longstanding
history of advancing a liberation-focused agenda in Richmond. Rebecca graduated from VCU in 2013 with
a dual degree in Gender Sexuality & Women’s Studies and Psychology, then again in 2016 with Masters of
Clinical Social Work. During their time at VCU, they were involved in both on and off campus organizing
efforts, most notably co-founding the School of Social Work Student and Faculty Black Lives Matter
Collective. Rebecca now works as a freelance researcher, studying southern political infrastructure and
progressive electoral campaigns.
Questions? Contact Adam Ewing at aewing2@vcu.edu. You can visit The Community Forum’s website at
rampages.us/thecommunityforum, and you can visit our event page on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/events/284394835565514/ “
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Jericho Highlights and Tributes
We are deeply saddened and outraged regarding the horrific terrorist attack in
Christchurch, New Zealand.
Fifty lives were lost, and almost as many were wounded, as a terrorist made his way into a
Masjid, opening fire on innocent worshipers.
Additionally, thousands worldwide are psychologically traumatized as they watched the
attack on video or heard about it from friends or news streams.
Churches, Temples, Synagogues, Masjids, and other places of worship are considered
sacred places. One must ask, is nothing sacred anymore?
In Islam we say: Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji'oon. “May Allah give them an easy and
pleasant journey and shower blessings on his/her grave”.
We extend our deepest condolences to the families and friends of the victims. You are in
our thoughts and prayers. We send you our love and ask Allah swt to grant you ease at this
most difficult time.
Salams from your Jericho brothers and sisters.

Chairman's Corner
Please check next months newsletter for updates!

Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War
POLITICAL PRISONER OF THE MONTH
Please Check Our Next Issue!

Medical Updates
No current medical Updates
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Legal Updates
Jalil Muntaqim

Parole Hearing in September2019 and Letters to Governor Cuomo

Letters to Parole Board & Letters to Governor Cuomo re: Clemency Petition for Commutation of
Sentence to Time Served.
Below is the letter that a group of Jalil's supporters in California put together. Feel free to use it as a basis
for letters to Cuomo re Clemency Petition for Commutation of Sentence to Time Served.
Please also use it as a basis for letters to the parole board. Jalil goes again in September. Letters
should be done by July at the latest.
“We the undersigned offer our strongest support for the release of Jalil Muntaqim (aka Anthony Bottom)
#77A4283 on parole. We also ask that New York Governor Andrew Cuomo commute his sentence to time
served. Jalil was arrested in 1971 when he was only 19 years-old and a member of the Black Panther Party.
Forty-eight years later he is the only Black Panther prisoner who remains incarcerated in New York State
prisons. It is time for this father, grandfather and great-grandfather to come home.
Over the decades, Jalil has consistently demonstrated his commitment to sustaining family relationships,
pursuing educational advancement and providing service to the community, inside and outside of prison.
He has served as a teacher, mentor and role model for hundreds of other incarcerated people. He stands as
an example of the potential to reflect, change and grow despite the many challenges of the prison
environment.
Jalil is scheduled for his twelfth parole hearing this coming September. One of his co-defendants, Albert
‘Nuh” Washington, died in prison in 2000. The other, Herman Bell, was released in April 2018 after serving
almost forty-five years in prison. There is no justification for Jalil to be held in prison any longer. He should
be released at his next parole hearing when he will be sixty-eight years old.
We believe in the principles of restorative justice. While we understand the serious nature of the crimes
for which Jalil has been convicted, a life sentence should not be a death sentence. Forty-eight years is long
enough. After all this time, Jalil Muntaqim belongs with his family and his community.
Here is the contact info for Governor Cuomo:
https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
If you use the above contact form to the Governor, please also copy and paste your letter into a Word
document so you can send it by snailmail. Snailmail and phone calls always have more impact.
Contact us by phone:
1-518-474-8390
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Office hours: 9:00am to 5:00pm
Contact us by mail:
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224
If you use the online form, it is a good idea to copy that letter and paste it into a Word doc so you can also
send via snailmail
Parole letters:
Jalil will have a parole hearing in September 2019. To write a letter in you own words in support of parole
for Jalil, address to:
Senior Offender Rehabilitation Coordinator
Sullivan Correctional Facility
325 Riverside Drive
Fallsburg, New York 12733
BUT SEND TO:
Nora Carroll
The Parole Preparation Project
168 Canal Street, 6th Floor
New York, NY 10013
The subject line should be "Anthony Bottom 77-A-4283"
We are making an effort to include letters of support for Jalil that are personalized and from people who
are familiar with him and his work.
If you want further instructions for how to write a strong, personalized letter of support, please email
carroll.nora@gmail.com.
Also, please send a copy of your letter to Jalil for his files: Anthony Jalil Bottom #77A4283, Sullivan
Correctional Facility, P.O. Box 116, Fallsburg, NY 12733-0116.

Imam Jamil Al-Amin
“After years of appeals and protests from us, his friends, family and supporters, the 11th Circuit
Court of Appeals will hear oral arguments on May 3rd, 2019 in Atlanta, GA. This hearing will
determine whether we receive a new trial and we would love to see you there. Kairi Al-Amin ,
Attorney & Son of Imam Jamil Al-Amin FKA H. Rap Brown "

Leonard Peltier
“On Monday March 4th, 2019 Leonard Peltier was advised that his request for a transfer had been
unceremoniously denied by the United States Bureau of Prisons.
The International Leonard Peltier Defense Committee appreciates and thanks the large number of his
supporters who took the time to write, call, email, or fax the BOP in support of Leonard’s request for a
transfer. Those of us who have been supporting Leonard’s freedom for a number of years are disappointed
but resolute to continue pushing for his freedom and until that day, to continue to push for his transfer to
be closer to his relatives and the Indigenous Nations who support him.

Birthdays
Please send a card!
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February
Veronza Bowers-Birthday-February 4th

#35316-136, FMC Butner,
Box 1600 Butner, NC 27509
"Veronza Bowers Jr. is a former Black Panther Party member framed for the murder of a U.S. Park Ranger.
He is being illegally held past his 30 year sentences, making him one of the longest-held political prisoners
in U.S. history. Unjustly convicted in 19 of this murder on the word of two government informers, both of
whom received reduced sentences for other crimes by the Federal prosecutor's office.There were no eyewitnesses and no evidence independent of these informants to link him to the crime. At his trial, Veronza
offered alibi testimony which was not credited by the jury. Nor was testimony of two relatives of the
informants who insisted that they were lying. The informants had all charges against them in this case
dropped and one was given $10,000 by the government according to the prosecutor's post-sentencing
report. Veronza has consistently proclaimed his innocence of the crime he never committed, even at the
expense of having his appeals for parole denied, for which an admission of guilt and contrition is virtually
required, he insists on maintaining his innocence. "
https://www.thejerichomovement.com/profile/bowers-veronza

Kamau Sadiki-Birthday: February 19

Hilton, Freddie (Kamau Sadiki) #0001150688
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Augusta State Medical Prison, Bldg 23A-2, 3001 Gordon Highway, Grovetown, GA 30813
"Kamau Sadiki is a former member of the Black Panther Party and was convicted of a 30-year old murder
case of a Fulton County Police Officer found shot to death in his car outside a service station. Kamau joined
the Black Panther Party and began the struggle for his freedom at the age of 17 by dedicating his life to the
service of his people. He worked out of the Jamaica, New York office of the Black Panther Party. A rank and
file party member, Kamau worked in the Free Breakfast Program each morning and then went out into the
community to sell the BPP newspaper later in the day. While selling his papers he continued to educate the
people, while organizing tenants, welfare mothers, whomever he came in contact. At the end of the day, he
reported to the office. He wrote his daily report and attended political education classes.
At 19 Kamau became a member of the Black Liberation Army (BLA). Several members of the BLA,
including Kamau, left New York City and lived in the Atlanta area for a short period of time. On November
3, 1971 Atlanta Police Officer James Green was murdered. On the night of the murder, two witnesses
observed three black males run from a van where Officer Green sat at a gas station in downtown Atlanta.
Both witnesses failed to identify Kamau from a photographic line-up and there was no physical evidence
that implicated Mr. Sadiki. In 1971, the Atlanta police department closed the case as unsolved. Then in
1999, the FBI in pursuit of collaboration in their attempts to recapture Assata Shakur, a political exile in
Cuba, threatened Sadiki with life in prison if he did not assist them. When Sadiki did not comply the FBI
convinced Atlanta police to re-open the case and charge Sadiki. In 2001, an alledged former BLA member
gave a statement about the 1971 murder after being detained during a traffic stop. With no eyewitness
testimony and no physical evidence, the State based its case entirely upon the statements of three alleged
BLA members who were present in Atlanta at the time of Officer Green's murder.
In 2002 Kamau was finally arrested again in Brooklyn, New York some thirty one (31) years later after the
murder; And then on November 10, 2003, Judge Stephanie Manis sentenced Kamau Sadiki to life
imprisonment for murder and ten (10) years to run consecutively for armed robbery after a Fulton County
Superior Court jury found him guilty for the murder of Atlanta Police Officer James Green on November 3,
1971. " https://www.thejerichomovement.com/profile/hilton-freddie-kamau-sadiki
ABDULLAH MALIK KA'BAH, (AKA JEFF FORT)- Birthday: February 20, 1947

Contact Information: Prison Address
#92298-024 USP Florence ADMAX,, P.O. Box 8500, Florence, CO 81226
Affiliation: El Rukin Captured: 1987: Sentenced to 80 years
“We believe that Abdul Malik was indicted because of the new vision that he had acquired and which he
was trying to share with other street organizations not only in Chicago, but throughout the U.S.! He was
indicted because, for example, he (and others) had worked and were continuing to work to maintain a
peace among street organizations, so that they could begin to redirect their energies in ways that would
ensure the survival of their people, and the development of their communities.”
http://newafrikan77.wordpress.com
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Chubbuck, Byron Shane (Oso Blanco)- Birthday: February 26, 1967

First Nation Political Prisoner
Contact Information: Prison Address
#07909051 USP Victorville, PO Box 3900, Adelanto, CA 92301
Affiliation: Ejército Zapatista de Liberación Nacional, EZLN Defender
Captured: 1999 – Release Date 2071
“ The new Aztlan is now. We shall no longer kill mother Earth and everything else just to have modern
technologies, the time of that will end soon. We shall rise up as warriors-refusing to be slaves of commerce
and political lies. In our own land we shall be HIGH Master, high master of the heart, high masters of
consciousness. I am Oso Blanco de Aztlan, I support EZLN and the Brown Berets.
http://freeosoblanco.blogspot.com
Author, U.S. Prisoner

March
Ruchell Cinque Magee-Birthday March 17,

Contact Information
Prison Address
#A92051 B3 - 270 California Men’s Colony State Prison
P.O. Box 8103,San Luis Obispo,, CA 93409-8103, United States
Capture: August 7, 1970
Ruchell is the longest held political prisoners in the U.S., having been locked up since 1963. Politicized in
prison, he later participated in the Marin County Courthouse Rebellion (Aug 7, 1970) in the attempted
liberation of political prisoner George Jackson by his younger brother, Jonathan Jackson. Ruchell has
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worked tirelessly as a jailhouse lawyer, working on his own case and helping many other prisoners win
their freedom….
http://denverabc.wordpress.com/prisoners-dabc-supports/political-prisoners-database/ruchell-cinquemagee/.
U.S. Prisoner

Karl Jaan Laaman-Birthday: March 21, 1948

Affiliation: Ohio 7
Contact Information
Prison Address
#10372-016--USP McCreary,P.O. Box 3000. Pine Knot, KY 42635
United States
Captured: 1984. Eligible for Parole in 2018.
IN PRISON 34 YEARS
“Ohio 7/United Freedom Front--a clandestine anti-imperialist organization took responsibility for urban
guerrilla actions targeting many institutions of repression in the 1970’s and 1980’s…Freedom Struggle is
necessary and possible in the U.S., just like anywhere else in this world. We need to create the conditions
and changes, by every possible means, for all our people to have a chance for a real life.”*
4STRUGGLEMAG.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/jaan.laaman?fref=ts&ref=br_tf
Author, U.S. Prisoner

The National Jericho Movement sends our Beloved PP's/POW's
Love, Respect, and Honor as we Celebrate your Birthday with Continued Hope
and Determination for Freedom...Now!
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Political Prisoners/POW's Art, Writings, Statements, Interviews
Albert Woodfox
“Happy Anniversary!
At long, long, long last...
From 1998 to 2016, we sent a newsletter annually commemorating another year that King, Herman and
Albert remained in prison. It is such a great joy to be able to commemorate their freedom.
Today is the anniversary of Albert's 2016 release (shown in the photo to the right as he drove away from
the prison gates). This is Albert's third year out here in the so called free world...the third year he can see
the sky, go where he wants to go and do what he wants to do. After 44 years it seems like a miracle every
time we talk on the phone or we book another trip to Europe or elsewhere for him to give a presentation.
We're so excited to share the news of Albert's long awaited book, Solitary, which will be released on March
5 by Grove Atlantic Press. The book tour schedule is featured below and you can visit the Grove Atlantic
website for more information.
This month also marked the 18th anniversary of Robert
King's Feb. 8, 2001 release from Angola (shown in the photo
to the left). True to his word when he was released, King has
been free of Angola, but Angola and all prisons will never be
free of his critical efforts. King and his partner Kenyatta
presided over a rousing home-warming last month. See the
photo below!
To cap all this off, Malik Rahim's special awards evening
occurred last month as well and we're happy to share some
of the accolades and images from this memorable event that
honored one of the founders of the Angola 3 effort.
--For more on the three year anniversary of Albert's release,
visit the compilation of news articles from three years ago
today, as well as the many interviews with Albert n the
days that followed. If you have not yet done so, also be sure to watch our interview with Albert
conducted in May, 2016, just a few months after his release.
Book Excerpt Reflects on Three Years Ago February 19, 2016.
“I woke in the dark. Everything I owned fit into two plastic garbage bags in the corner of my cell. "When
are these folks gonna let you out," my mom used to ask me. Today, mom, I thought. The first thing I'd do is
go to her grave. For years I lived with the burden of not saying goodbye to her. That was a heavy weight I'd
been carrying.
I rose and made my bed, swept and mopped the floor. I took off my sweatpants and folded them, placing
them in one of the bags. I put on an orange prison jumpsuit required for my court appearance that
morning. A friend had given me street clothes to wear, for later. I laid them out on my bed.
Many people wrote me in prison over the years, asking me how I survived four decades in a single cell,
locked down 23 hours a day. I turned my cell into a university, I wrote them, a hall of debate, a law school.
By taking a stand and not backing down, I told them. I believed in humanity, I said. I loved myself. The
hopelessness, the claustrophobia, the brutality, the fear, I didn't say. I looked out the window. A news van
was parked down the road outside the jail, headlights still on, though it was getting light now. I'll be able to
go anywhere. To see the night sky. I sat back on my bunk and waited.”
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Solitary by Albert Woodfox

“The extraordinary saga of a man who, despite spending four decades in solitary confinement for a crime
of which he was innocent, inspired fellow prisoners, and now all of us, with his humanity.”
https://groveatlantic.com/book/solitary/

(PHOTO: Albert enjoys a canoe ride in the Spring of 2016.)

12

Albert's Book Tour Begins
Tucson, Arizona: March 2, 10:00 AM
Tucson Festival of Books
Panel Discussion with Shane Bauer & Lara Bazelon
Moderated by Margaret Regan
Tucson, Arizona: March 3, 10:00 AM
Tucson Festival of Books
Panel Discussion with Lara Bazelon & Edward Humes
Moderated by Grace Gamez
New Orleans, Louisiana: March 20, 6:00 PM
New Orleans Public Library, 219 Loyola Avenue
Book sales provided by Octavia Books
In conversation with Emily Maw
Washington DC: March 25, 7:00 PM
Politics and Prose, 5015 Connecticut Ave NW
(More details to be announced)
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: March 26, 7:30 PM
Free Library of Philadelphia, 1901 Vine Street
In conversation with Tracey Matisak
Brooklyn, New York: March 27, 7:30 PM
Brooklyn Public Library, 431 Sixth Avenue
In conversation with Jelani Cobb
Long Island City, New York: March 28, 10:30 AM
Fortune Society, 2976 Northern Blvd.
In conversation with Vinnie Schiraldi
Princeton, New Jersey: April 17
Princeton University
(More details to be announced)
Los Angeles, California: May 2, 6:00 PM
Eso Won Books, 4327 Degnan Blvd
(More details to be announced)
Berkeley, California: May 4
Bay Area Book Festival
(More details to be announced)
--Visit the Grove Press website for the latest information about Albert's book tour please see:
https://groveatlantic.com/book/solitary/
Retrieved from : International Coalition to Free the Angola 3, PO Box 157, Kiluea, HI 96754
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Mumia speaks to Yale Rebel Lawyers By Mumia Abu-Jamal posted on February 28, 2019
"On Feb. 1, students at Yale Law School courageously rescinded their invitation to Philadelphia District
Attorney Larry Krasner to be a keynote speaker at their Rebel Lawyers (Reb/Law) Conference of Feb. 1516. This decision came after Krasner chose to appeal a court ruling that would have given political
prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal access to new Post Conviction Act Relief hearings. In Krasner’s place, the
students invited Abu-Jamal to address their conference. The following is a transcript of his recorded
speech.
Dear Friends at Yale Law School, Dear Rebel Lawyers — On a Move!
When I think of the term “Rebel Lawyers,” the first things that come to mind are jailhouse lawyers. They
are, by definition, rebels who oppose the prison-industrial complex, especially the courts. Jailhouse
lawyers fight for freedom, for themselves and others, and sometimes they prevail.
Some jailhouse lawyers, like John and Mo Africa of the MOVE Organization, defended themselves at trial
and won acquittals. Because such men and women aren’t trained in the law, and do their work using logic
and sheer will, they fall under the description of Rebel Lawyers. But I’ve got a feeling that this isn’t what
students at Yale Law think of when they use the term. If you’re really interested in that subject, I urge you
to see my book, “Jailhouse Lawyers.”
Let us return to Rebel Lawyers, but with a peculiar twist.
Two revolutionary leaders — Fidel Castro and Nelson Mandela — went to law school, but found that law,
and the systems they lived under, were so corrupt, so biased, so dominated by unjust political elites that
they learned that their very society had to be radically transformed before the law could be functional. The
two men are rarely thought of as lawyers, even though both studied law, and one even briefly practiced it.
Castro went to law school under the Cuban dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista — a tool of U.S. imperialism
and a supporter of the American Mafia.
Mandela earned his law degree under the racist National Party, which ruled South Africa with brutality
and what they called “apartheid” — Afrikaans [word] for “separateness,” a system of domestic colonialism
that deprived all Africans of their most fundamental human rights.
Both Castro and Mandela rebelled against such unjust systems and joined revolutionary movements to try
and reform those societies. They are the very epitome of Rebel Lawyers. Unless I’m dead wrong, I don’t
think there is a Fidel or a Nelson in this audience. But I’ll be glad to be wrong.
The next rebel lawyer is a little closer to the mark. He is Clarence Darrow, who lived during the late 19th
and early 20th century. He was a brilliant lawyer, a socialist back when millions of Americans voted for
socialists, and an atheist.
In 1902, Darrow went to the Cook County Jail in Chicago and spoke to the prisoners there about law.
Here’s a little something of what he said: “See what the law is. When these men — the rich — get control
of things, they make the laws. They do not make the laws to protect anybody. Courts are not instruments of
justice. When your case gets into court, it will make little difference whether you are guilty or innocent,
but it’s better if you have a smart lawyer. And you cannot have a smart lawyer unless you have money.
“First and last, it’s a question of money. Those people who own the Earth make the laws to protect what
they have. They fix up a sort of fence, or pen, around what they have, and they fix the law so that the fellow
on the outside cannot get in. The laws are really organized for the protection of the men who rule the
world. They were never organized or enforced for justice. We have no system for doing justice. Not the
slightest in the world.”
Those are the words of Clarence Darrow, one of the original Rebel Lawyers.
In September 1925, Dr. Ossian Sweet of Detroit, was charged — and convicted — of murder, after shooting
at a mob of whites assembled to attack his home for being a Black man who dared to move into a white
area. When he was granted a retrial, Clarence Darrow took the defense case and won an acquittal.
You law students should read the closing arguments, for you will read some of the finest arguments ever
made in an American courtroom. I leave that to you, if you’re interested.
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Now I use Darrow as a model for rebel lawyers for a reason. You, as law students, have a wealth of doors
open before you. Indeed, some of you will go into prosecutors’ offices and work to help build and
strengthen the bulwark of mass incarceration. Why? Because the lure of power is powerful!
How do you think mass incarceration came to be? Was it a mistake? No. Back during the early 1980s,
neoliberals took power in major American cities and waged war on Black communities, led, more often
than not, by Democrats like Philadelphia’s first Black mayor, Wilson Goode, who brought the infamous
MOVE bombing into being. Shortly before him, District Attorney Edward Rendell would join with former
Mayor Frank Rizzo to give his blessing to the Aug. 8, 1978, attack on MOVE. Several years later, Rendell
would announce an end to the prevailing prison system by saying that prisons would no longer do
rehabilitation. Their job, he said, was incapacitation.
Thus we saw the so-called drug war achieve hyper status, with neoliberals joining conservatives to enact
mass incarceration on a scale the nation and the world had never seen before.
It should not therefore surprise us that Pennsylvania has the highest number of juvenile lifers on earth.
Bipartisanship between neoliberals and conservatives built the monster we now call “mass incarceration.”
No so-called “progressive prosecutor” can or will un-build it. That’s because it took the entire system —
DAs, judges, cops, defense lawyers and prison administrators, not to mention the media — to collaborate
on a monstrous project like mass incarceration.
Only mass resistance can abolish mass incarceration. In other words: only a mass movement. Movements
like Black Lives Matter or, for that matter, Reb/Law — movements of law students who stay engaged after
they become “lawyers” and say “no” to monsters like mass incarceration and its architects.
That’s why it’s important to make note of Darrow’s early days. He began his career as a corporate lawyer
and made a pretty penny representing the people he would later call “the men who rule the world.” But his
1894 meeting with socialist activist and leader Eugene Victor Debs was transformative. Darrow resigned
from his corporate clients and, at serious financial sacrifice, began representing those who opposed the
economic elites.
He represented Debs at a federal espionage trial four years later and lost. But Darrow — socialist, antiracist atheist — had begun his long walk as a rebel lawyer. He opposed the death penalty and represented
100 clients facing death — and never had a single one go to death row.
And speaking of the death penalty, I want you to know that this isn’t my first trip to Yale. For in 1991, the
Yale Law Journal published my essay, called “Teetering on the Brink between Life and Death.” It’s in
Volume 100. One of my lawyers was exulted, saying, “I made law review!” I calmly replied, “Hmm, you’re
right! And I didn’t take a class.”
I thank you for inviting me back and welcome the work to come to abolish mass incarceration.
From Imprisoned Nation, this is Mumia Abu-Jamal."
5 Years Free from Solitary for Russell Maroon Shoatz Revolutionary Greetings to Maroon’s Global
Network!
“Five Years Since Maroon’s Release From Solitary
On February 20, 2014, just over five years ago, Russell Maroon Shoatz was released from solitary
confinement into the general prison population at State Correctional Institution (SCI) Graterford, ending
more than 22 consecutive years in solitary confinement, and 30 in total. This victory was achieved after
Maroon brought suit in May, 2013, on the grounds that he had been subjected to cruel and unusual
punishment in violation of the Eighth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, and that prison officials had
deprived him of his procedural and substantive due process rights. It was aided significantly by
international support from multiple highly regarded individuals in the human rights field, including five
Nobel Peace Prize Laureates and the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Torture, Juan Mendez. For supporters new
to the campaign, we invite you take a look back at this press release from Maroon’s lawyers at Abolitionist
Law Center for some crucial context on the longstanding struggle to get him released.”
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And to all of our backers, here’s a brief message from Maroon on the occasion of this anniversary:
My Life Mirrors A Song
I was asked to write something on the fifth year of my release from 30 years of solitary confinement. At 75
and serving Life Without the Option of Parole, an old Frank Sinatra song comes to mind:
That's life
That's what all the people say
Riding high in April
Shot down in May
I’ve been a puppet, a pauper, a pirate,
A poet, a pawn, and a king
I've been up and down and back again
And I know one thing
When I find myself flat on my face
I pick myself up and get back in the race
I was a puppet a long time ago. That's before I became politically and socially conscious. Without that
knowledge I was a mental pauper. After joining The Movement in the 1960s, I was forced to become a
pirate in our struggle for freedom; by any means necessary! Writing, speaking, and working toward that
goal is poetic in word and deed.
Decades in prison helped me understand the interlocking systems of economic, political, and social
deprivations forced on billions around the world. And that I am a pawn in that web.
Still, I felt like a king after "liberating myself" from maximum security lock-ups a couple of times.
Right now I can only say I'm “back in the race.”
With Love & Solidarity,
Straight Ahead!
Maroon
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Community Calls for Action
Political Prisoner Joy Powell Needs Our Help!
Joy Powell #07G0632 is requesting that we do a phone and email campaign to Commissioner Annucci,
Assemblymember Carl Weprin, and Bedford Hills in order to regain access to the prison law library so she
can have meaningful communication with the court. She also needs to have her legal documents,
arbitrarily confiscated by the guards last week, returned to her immediately.
Joy is working on having her conviction overturned. She has been doing this pro se. Since she has been
banned from the law library, Joy was unable to submit her documents on time to the court. NYC Jericho
called the court in order to get a postponement for Joy’s submission of documents to the court, which was
granted.
In addition, last week Ms. Powell informed me that, on being moved from one cell to another, the guards
confiscated all of her legal documents and told her that, if someone does not pick them up within 14 days,
the documents will be destroyed.
Ms. Powell has a current case pending in the court. She has a due date of March 15, 2019. It is
unconscionable that Ms. Powell's legal documents would be taken from her while she has a current case
pending in court.
People need to call and email DOCCS Commissioner Annucci at 518-457-8126 and email him at:
Anthony.Annucci@doccs.ny.gov, and Bedford Hills at 914-241-3100 (ask to speak with superintendent,
which will probably not happen). Be polite but firm. State that you are calling regarding Joyce Powell
#07G0632 and request that she have access to the prison law library and that all of her legal documents be
returned to her immediately. People should also write to Annucci: Anthony J. Annucci, Dept. of
Correctional and Community Supervision, The State Office Building Campus, Albany, NY 12226
Also call and email Assemblymember David Weprin, Chair of the Crime and Correction Committee: 518455-5806 and email: WeprinD@nyassembly.gov.

They're coming for Ilhan Omar
"The House resolution designed to attack Omar without naming her (in the name of "condemning
antisemitism") will be voted on tomorrow.
Details: https://thehill.com/homenews/house/432504-house-dems-to-vote-on-resolution-in-responseto-omars-latest-israel-remarks
To find out who your Congressperson is, check https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-yourrepresentative
Thanks to Laura Whitehorn, who called my attention to this after she got a good response from Rep.
Espaillat's staff member.
Subject: They're coming for Ilhan Omar
Date: Tue, 05 Mar 2019 09:01:10 -0500
From: Rabbi Alissa Wise <info@jewishvoiceforpeace.org>
House Democratic leaders are throwing Ilhan Omar under the bus – and it’s an all hands on deck moment.
Tomorrow the House will vote on a resolution condemning antisemitism in response to Rep. Ilhan Omar as
she dares to speak up for Palestinian rights and critique Israel in a way no other member of Congress is
doing. Of course antisemitism deserves condemnation and attention, but this is a scapegoating strategy
straight out of the bully playbook to intimidate others from speaking up – and we need to meet it with a
massive public vote of support for Rep. Omar.
Will you call your representative and demand they stand against these outrageous intimidation tactics?
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Here’s the number:
Representative Adriano Espaillat at (202) 225-4365
Here’s a few tips on what to say:
I'm calling to share my support for Rep. Ilhan Omar and condemn the outrageous act of introducing a
resolution about antisemitism in response to Rep. Omar’s criticism of Israel.
This resolution is not being introduced out of a genuine concern for antisemitism, it’s about attacking
Omar for her criticism of Israel.
I am concerned about the anti-Muslim and racist components of the attack on Ilhan Omar.
Why call? Phone calls are *the* most effective strategy we can use as constituents to make sure our
representatives hear the depth, breadth and extent of our outrage.
The vote is happening in hours. Here’s the number again:
Representative Adriano Espaillat at (202) 225-4365
If House Democratic leaders really cared about growing antisemitism, they’d be leading the charge against
white supremacy that’s publicly fueled by members of Congress like Rep. Jim Jordan, who tweeted “Tom
$teyer” this weekend, and slamming those who put a poster up linking Rep. Omar to the 9/11 attacks.
In a time of a rise in actual antisemitism in this country, exploiting antisemitism to shut down debate is
infuriating. If you agree, pick up the phone and call your congressperson now.
Onward, Rabbi Alissa Wise, Deputy Director
The New Abolitionist Movement requests your help!
“Please forward ASAP. -2,000 men in Angola prison serving 10-2 sentences will die in prison
STAND WITH US: Louisiana United International
"UNANIMOUS IS NOT ENOUGH CAMPAIGN"--The Struggle Continues:
Rally and pack the courtroom.
Louisiana Jim Crow Law Overturned --click on these links for the full story
n-unanimous jury scheme: The men at Angola State Penitentiary take a stand
https://sfbayview.com/2018/12/the-men-at-angola-state-penitentiary-take-a-stand/
Non-unanimous jury scheme: The men at Angola State Penitentiary take a stand--Referred to during the
election campaign as “the shame of our state,” the non-unanimous jury scheme will no longer be used in
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Louisiana courts, but it was not applied retroactively. So the approximately 2,000 people serving 10-2
sentences will die in prison unless the law can “get all the way right,” ... The state is not cooperating and is
sealing all jury polling records to hide the truth of the Black lives unjustly taken and still incarcerated by
the non-unanimous jury scheme.------Non-unanimous jury scheme: The men at Angola State Penitentiary
take a stand. Rally Saturday, March 16, 2019 TBA.---Rally & Court Hearing Mon, March 18, 9amLouisiana 40th District Court, 2393 Highway 18, Edgard, Louisiana. -- Last November 6, 65% of
Louisiana's voters passed Amendment 2 which now requires a unanimous 12 instead of 10 of 12 jurors to
convict someone of a felony. While the new law went into effect on January 1, 2019, anyone arrested and
charged prior to that date is still subject to the old law even though their trial may be in 2019.--The old Jim
Crow 10/2 jury law was just as wrong on January first as it was before that. ---Free those who were
wrongfully convicted or give them new trials.
Help fight for justice by spreading the word. Rally and pack the courtroom.
For info contact: Belinda Parker Brown (269)369-4751/Joseph Peery (312)788-0380 “
'No War on Venezuela' actions take place in over 100 cities — next up March 16th!

'No War on Venezuela' actions take place in over 100 cities — next up March 16th! ANSWER COALITION
“With the threat of intervention looming, over 100 cities mobilized this past weekend to oppose a new war
on Venezuela, in actions large and small, supported by hundreds of progressive and anti-war
organizations.
These actions provided an immediate and important counterpoint to the war propaganda and the Trump
administration's phony "humanitarian aid" stunt. They mark the awakening of a new anti-war movement
that is growing by the day. When the news of the coup attempt broke, activists in dozens of cities across
the United States immediately responded with picket lines; thousands more have since joined this
movement.
NEW TRANSIT CENTERS ADDED FOR MARCH 16th!
Next up is the March 16 National March on the White House, and it's time to start making your plans. Bus
ticket and transportation information is now available from across the Midwest (as far away as
Minneapolis, Minn.), and up and down the East Coast (all the way down to Atlanta, Ga. where protesters
have reserved a bus to drive through the night.) Follow the links in the box to get your ticket!
Even if you cannot come on March 16, please make a donation to support these efforts and cover the cost
of passengers who cannot afford a ticket.
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The situation remains critical. Although the Trump administration has failed to break apart the
Venezuelan state forces or provoke the Maduro government at the border, this failure will make the warmakers more aggressive. They're meeting in Colombia today with Mike Pence. Venezuelan opposition
leader Juan Guaidó is calling for military intervention. Senator Marco Rubio tweeted on Sunday an image
of Gaddafi just before he was murdered in 2011, a sadistic death threat explicitly calling to turn Venezuela
into another Libya. The notion that Trump, Pence and Bolton care about the wellbeing of the Venezuelan
people would be laughable were it not so dangerous. Nor do they care about the lives of U.S. service
members who would be sent in to kill and be killed in another war for oil.
It is imperative that we continue to organize in solidarity with Venezuela! The March 16 National March on
Washington in front of the White House will be a rallying point for all anti-war forces in the United States.”
EMERGENCY PHONEZAP March 3rd & 4th - Stop the Gladiator Fights at CTF Soledad
"On February 14, prisoners in the Correctional Training Facility in Soledad released two videos of staged
gladiator fights between prisoners. “Incremental releases” deliberately schedule recreation time with
groups who cannot peacefully program together. Guards will “set up” a fight, then fire at prisoners with
tear gas and lock down the yard. This is a pattern confirmed by sources in CTF-Soledad, CSP-Corcoran, and
Pleasant Valley State Prison. Used to terrorize prisoners and undermine solidarity, these gladiator fights
have been documented since the 1990s, when the FBI investigated guards in CSP-Corcoran who fatally
shot prisoners forced to fight in the yard.
We have received reports that the administration at CTF Soledad is planning more gladiator fights for this
coming Monday, March 4. This time the “incremental releases” are set to happen in the gym where they
can’t be filmed. We need to put pressure on Warden Koenig and CDCr administration in Sacramento to end
this brutal practice. Please make the time Sunday and Monday to flood the phone lines and inboxes at CTF
and CDCr. Soledad protest rally 3/2 and 3/3 https://www.facebook.com/events/265933600970579/ "

Get on the Bus to DC! No War on Venezuela March 16 & 30

“As U.S. political, military and economic aggression against Venezuela continues, it is crucial that the antiwar movement in the U.S. show solidarity with the people of Venezuela and democratically elected
President of Venezuela, Nicolás Maduro.
There will be two important demonstrations in DC this month in solidarity with Venezuela.
For transportation to and from NYC, call the Solidarity Center at (212) 633-6646
Saturday, March 16 - Hands off Venezuela
Noon-5pm Gather at Lafayette Park in front of the White House
March 16 transportation will depart at 6am from the Solidarity Center (147 w 24th St, 2nd Floor,
Manhattan) and return at approximately 10pm. Call (212) 633-6646 to reserve a ticket
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Saturday, March 30 - No to NATO, War & Racism! No War on Venezuela!
1-5pm Lafayette Park in front of the White House
March 30 transportation will depart at 7am from the Solidarity Center (147 w 24th St, 2nd Floor,
Manhattan) and return at approximately 10pm
Call (212) 633-6646 to reserve a ticket
Tickets are $50 full cost, $25 for fixed/low income and students

“Former political prisoner Chelsea Manning has received a grand jury subpoena and will be
ordered to appear Tuesday, March 5th. I wanted to share some links about what this means and how you
can help. Please spread the word on this if you can.
Chelsea Manning Fights Subpoena — Showing How Federal Grand Juries Are Unaccountable Tools
of Repression
https://theintercept.com/2019/03/02/chelsea-manning-subpoena-grand-jury/
Prosecutors want Chelsea Manning to testify again — and she doesn’t know why
https://news.vice.com/en_us/article/wjm7xm/prosecutors-want-chelsea-manning-to-testify-again-andshe-doesnt-know-why
Legal fundraiser
https://actionnetwork.org/fundraising/chelsea-manning-needs-legal-funds-to-resist-a-grand-jurysubpoena
Rally Against Chelsea Manning Federal Grand Jury Summons
Tuesday, March 5th. Alexandria, VA
https://www.facebook.com/events/785188241857775/
Chelsea Resists support facebook
https://www.facebook.com/chelsearesists/
Chelsea Resists support twitter
https://twitter.com/ResistsChelsea “

A letter from Kairi Al-Amin Son of Imam Jamil

I begin with the greeting of peace, As-Salaamu Alaikum,
I hope all is well and thank you for your time. As you may know, my father Imam Jamil Al-Amin, formerly
civil rights leader and humanitarian H. Rap Brown, was convicted of murder in 2002.
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My father's conviction and subsequent exile was a vendetta realized and much like the man himself, the
truth about this case and his legacy have been erased from public view…until now.
After years of appeals and protests from us, his friends, family and supporters, the 11th Circuit Court of
Appeals will hear oral arguments on May 3rd, 2019 in Atlanta, GA. This hearing will determine whether
we receive a new trial and we would love to see you there. Leading up to May 3rd, I am raising funds for
my father’s awareness campaign. The campaign will feature a documentary (end of the year) with
distribution (Netflix or Youtube preferred), celebrity endorsers, a social media campaign, interviews, a
record and music video, awareness events around the country, radio + print advertising and influencer
marketing.
While this is exciting, I know that we cannot fight this fight alone. We were forced to try this case in the
dark once...we will not allow that this time. We need the the public engaged and we need them to have the
whole story if we want fairness. Most importantly, we need your assistance to make this possible.
We have 30 days to Raise $50,000.00 and with everyone’s assistance, we are confident.
That being said, even a small contribution helps.
We have partnered with Kickstarter for this campaign. To make a contribution or for more information
visit: http://bit.ly/whathappened2rap
Lastly, please share this campaign on your social media channels. We need and appreciate all of the
support we can get.
Thanks again for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Kairi Al-Amin , Attorney & Son of Imam Jamil Al-Amin FKA H. Rap Brown "
Sat., 3/23: Harlem Freedom March for Ana Belen Montes and Nina Droz!
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The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign, www.ProLibertad.org, ProLibertad@hotmail.com
Facebook.com/ProLibertadFC, Twitter: @ProLibertad, Instagram: @ProLibertadFC
ProLibertadTV/YouTube Channel, Telephone: 718-601-4751

Community News, Articles and Updates
NOTE:
If you write to Connor Stevens, Edward Africa, Muhammad* Burton, or Jay*
Chase, they’ve all been moved:
Connor Stevens #57978-060
FCI Yazoo City
Post Office Box 5000
Yazoo City, Mississippi 39194
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Edward Goodman Africa AM4974
SCI Phoenix
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Fred Burton* AF3896
SCI Phoenix
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
*Address cards/letters to Muhammad
Jared* Chase M44710
Pontiac Correctional Center
Post Office Box 99
Pontiac, Illinois 61764
*Address cards/letters to Jay
NOTE:
If you write to Eric King or Joseph Dibee, they’ve been moved:
Eric King #27090-045
USP McCreary
Post Office Box 3000
Pine Knot, Kentucky 42635
Joseph Dibee #98288-011
FCI Sheridan
Post Office Box 6000
Sheridan, Oregon 97378
NOTE
If you write to Marius Mason, he’s been moved:
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Marie (Marius) Mason #04672-061
FTC Oklahoma City
Post Office Box 898801
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73189
Black Panther leader Fred Hampton’s grave defaced by gunfire shows some things have not
changed by richardsonreports

Black Panther Fred Hampton's bullet riddled gravestone (credit: Facebook screenshot)

“Fred Hampton, head of the Chicago Black Panther Party, and Mark Clark, of the Peoria chapter, were shot
to death in a December 1969 bloody, pre-dawn police raid on Hampton's apartment. Hunted by police in
the deadly raid, Hampton remains a target for those opposed to his Black Panther advocacy. Hampton's
tombstone is bullet riddled by unknown vandals.
Hampton had been targeted for elimination under a clandestine counterintelligence program called
COINTELPRO of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. In Chicago, FBI agent Roy Mitchell falsely informed
State's Attorney Edward Hanrahan's special police unit that weapons had been moved into Hampton's
apartment.
On December 4, 1969, in a FBI orchestrated raid by Hanrahan's special squad, Hampton and Clark were
shot to death. Fourteen handpicked policemen, armed with twenty-seven firearms including a Thompson
submachine and shotguns, converged on Hampton’s apartment at 4:45 a.m. The police fired a barrage into
the quiet apartment killing the two Panther leaders and wounding all of the other occupants.
Attorney Paul Wolf has commented on a nearly identical raid in Los Angeles. “Four days after a similar raid
on a Panther apartment in Chicago, forty men of the Special Weapons and Tactics squad, with more than a
hundred regular police as backup, raided the Los Angeles Panther headquarters at 5:30 in the morning.”
“The similarities between the Chicago and Los Angeles raids are undeniable, with a special local police
unit closely linked to the FBI involved in both assaults, spurious warrants seeking “illegal weapons”
utilized on both occasions, predawn timing of both raids to catch the Panthers asleep and a reliance on
overwhelming police firepower to the exclusion of all other methods. Both raids occurred in the context of
an ongoing and highly energetic anti-BPP COINTELPRO, and—as in the Hampton assassination—bullets
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were fired directly into Pratt’s bed. Unlike the Chicago leader, however, Pratt was sleeping on the floor, the
result of spinal injuries sustained in Vietnam.”
In May 1973, a report from an independent Commission of Inquiry into the fatal shooting of Fred Hampton
was issued. Chaired by Roy Wilkins and Ramsey Clark, the Commission was sharply critical of law
enforcement officials.
“The fact that neither the state's attorney nor the police have been indicted for their roles in the planning
and execution of the raid...raises disturbing questions about the degree to which improper police or
prosecutorial conduct is presently subject to any orderly system of correction and control.”
“It is very difficult legally to justify the vast amount of shooting throughout the apartment by police when
only one shot can be ascribed with confidence to any occupant.”
“The police who removed the bodies received their instructions from the State's Attorney's Office....By
moving the bodies in the apartment from the locations in which they died, and then removing them from
the premises entirely, the police on the scene severely hampered the coroner's ability to perform his duty
of determining the immediate and underlying cause of death. The inference is compelling that the State's
Attorney's Office simply did not want a contemporaneous on-the-scene investigation by the Coroner's
Office.”
The role of the FBI in the deadly raid was not then known. Documents later released under Freedom of
Information Act litigation revealed agent Mitchell gave the police a diagram of Hampton's apartment and
that Hampton's bodyguard, William O'Neal, was a paid FBI informant. O'Neal has been suspected of
drugging Hampton at supper before the raid to immobilize him.
Over the years there has been growing recognition of the potential that Fred Hampton had to offer the
public. A charismatic leader, Hampton had the ability to reach out to others. Sadly, a walk in the cemetery
where Hampton is buried reveals that the racism that he opposed is still alive and virulent.
The article is excerpted from my new book, FRAMED: J. Edgar Hoover, COINTELPRO & the Omaha Two
story, in print edition at Amazon and in ebook. Portions of the book may be read free online at
NorthOmahaHistory.com. The book is also available to patrons of the Omaha Public Library.”
The Migrant Caravan: Made in USA Roberto Saviano March 7, 2019 Issue
"The migrant caravan that left Honduras and headed north toward the US last October is the largest flight
from drug trafficking in history. Though the phenomenon of Central American caravans isn’t new, never
before have thousands of people decided to flee from criminal organizations in such numbers. It is, in a
sense, the biggest anti-mafia march the world has ever seen.
The migrants departed from San Pedro Sula, the second-largest city in Honduras and its economic center,
not far from the Guatemalan border. Roughly 160 people had arranged to meet at the city’s bus terminal
on October 12, the date of Columbus’s arrival in the Americas. By the time they set out, their number had
grown to a thousand. People choose to leave together to shield one another, to protect themselves from
being robbed along the way of the little they have. The alternative is to rely on coyotes (human traffickers),
who charge seven or eight thousand dollars, sometimes more, to take migrants to the US—sums that can
take decades of work to save, and that many borrow from criminals to whom they are then indebted for
life. To leave in such a large group, then, is a form of defense against crime." Please see full article here:
https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2019/03/07/migrant-caravan-made-in-usa/
BAR Abolition Spotlight: Diana Block Roberto Sirvent, BAR Abolition Spotlight Editor 20 Feb 2019
"Society needs prison abolition in order to heal, but people living in prison need basic humane conditions
in order to survive.” “The experiences of the people caged in women’s prisons tend to be the most under-
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reported and invisible.” In this feature, we ask abolitionists a few questions about their work.This week’s
featured activist is Diana Block . Block is a founding member of The California Coalition for Women
Prisoners (CCWP) and is a current Advisory Board member. Roberto Sirvent: Can you please tell readers of
the Black Agenda Report a little about your background and the work you do?
Diana Block: The California Coalition for Women Prisoners (CCWP) was founded in 1995 by women
prisoners and their advocates. One of our founding members was a Black woman, Charisse Shumate, with
sickle disease who dared to challenge the abusive health care that she and others were receiving in prison.
Throughout our history, CCWP has been committed to challenging the institutional violence imposed on
women, transgender people and communities of color by the prison industrial complex (PIC). We center
the struggle for racial and gender justice and we prioritize the leadership of the people, families and
communities most impacted by the PIC in building this movement. Our visiting program at the women’s
state prisons is at the core of all our work. Our programs evolve in response to the guidance and insights of
the people we visit and the changing conditions within the prisons and jails. Within that framework our
programs fall into four major areas. First, we monitor and challenge the abusive conditions inside of the
women’s prisons, including grossly inadequate health care, sexual harassment and abuse, solitary
confinement and overcrowding. Second, we fight for the release of women, trans and gender nonconforming prisoners through individual advocacy and systemic reforms of parole and sentencing
systems, including the extreme sentence of Life Without Parole (LWOP). Third, we support women and
trans people in their process of re-entering the community upon release so they are able to survive, grow
and become involved in the struggles for civil rights and social change. Fourth, we work in coalition with
others to promote decarceration strategies, shifting state and local priorities away from incarceration and
punishment towards education, employment, housing and overall social transformation." See full article
here: https://blackagendareport.com/bar-abolition-spotlight-diana-block
The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign
www.ProLibertad.org ProLibertad@hotmail.com Facebook.com/ProLibertadFC Twitter: @ProLibertad
Instagram: @ProLibertadFC ProLibertadTV/YouTube Channel Telephone: 718-601-4751
"Check out ProLibertadTV-The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign's YouTube Channel!
On Saturday, February 16th, ProLibertad hosted a "A Talk on Puerto Rican and Black Solidarity" in
Holyrood Church/La Iglesia Santa Cruz with Panelists: Carlito Rovira and Prof. Hank Williams.
This is Carlito's presentation. Part 2 will be Uploaded shortly!
Like the video, share the link, subscribe to our channel, and click the notification bell so you know when
we upload videos!"
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86fi8Sou9-I
Do Jails Kill People? By Jennifer Gonnerman - February 20, 2019
“There may be no worse place to live in New York City than on Rikers Island, and it is an even worse place
to die—locked inside of a jail, forcibly separated from family and friends. Most people whose lives end on
Rikers die of natural causes, but there is no doubt that some deaths there have been caused by the culture
and conditions of Rikers itself. This tally of preventable deaths includes: Jason Echevarria, twenty-five,
who swallowed a packet of soap in his cell, screamed in agony for hours, and died after guards refused to
take him to the medical clinic; Carlos Mercado, forty-five, a diabetic in desperate need of insulin, who
collapsed in a hallway his first day in jail; Ronald Spear, fifty-two, a kidney-dialysis patient, who died after
being kicked in the head by a guard." For Full article please see:
https://www.newyorker.com/books/under-review/do-jails-kill-people
CDCR Is Orchestrating “Gladiator Fights” Inside Central Valley Prisons News Article February 20,
2019 “CDCR is cynical and destructive. Under the guise of making prisoner groups ‘get along,’ they in fact
are escalating divisions and trying to break the agreements prisoner groups have already made among
themselves to combat racial violence.”
AVAILABLE FOR COMMENT AND INTERVIEW: Family members of affected prisoners
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Jose Villareal, formerly incarcerated in CA, a survivor of gladiator fights and long term solitary
confinement. Outside support organizers with Incarcerated Workers Organizing Committee (IWOC)
Recently leaked videos taken February 14th and 15th show fights between prisoners breaking out in a
yard at the Correctional Training Facility in Soledad, CA. After firing tear gas at the fighting prisoners, the
video shows COs encircling the prisoners, but not providing aid or intervening.
Officials are referring to the practice as “incremental release.” Guards handpick small numbers of
prisoners from rival groups then release them onto a yard together in order to provoke a fight and justify
further lockdowns. This practice has been documented at CSP-Corcoran 3C, CTF-Soledad and Pleasant
Valley State Prison thus far in recent weeks and as such can only be viewed as a policy-level strategy being
deployed by CDCR. “Gladiator fights are what they have historically done. It’s never really stopped. It’s just
increasing.” - Jose Villareal, a survivor of gladiator fights within CDCR At CSP-Corcorans 3C facility a
prisoner group has been locked down 4 ½ months since such an incident was orchestrated on September
28th. A group of 270 prisoners protested with a 3 week hunger strike in January accompanied by a set of 6
demands (attached). Family members of prisoners at these facilities have been organizing protests outside
CSP - Corcoran on weekends to draw attention to the practice of “gladiator fights” and to call attention to
broader issues of indefinite collective punishment and forced separation of families
“It’s hard because we’re both each other’s support system,” Laura told The Appeal. “It hurts me to even
talk about it because I have a son and it bothers me that he can’t talk to him, and even hear his voice or
anything” Families, prisoners and supporters are calling for a cessation of the manipulated violence of
“gladiator fights” and an end to the indefinite group punishment and lockdown.
“CDCR is cynical and destructive. Under the guise of making prisoner groups ‘get along,’ they in fact are
escalating divisions and trying to break the agreements prisoner groups have already made among
themselves to combat racial violence.” - Brooke Terpstra, IWOC support organizer Rallies organized by
families will be held outside two facilities in the coming weekends: CSP - Corcoran - February 23-24 (flyer
image attached) CTF - Soledad : March 2-3 https://www.facebook.com/”
“Hands Off Venezuela” Rallies Held in Cities Around the World
DIMITRI LASCARIS: This is Dimitri Lascaris, reporting for The Real News Network.

“On Saturday, February 23, protesters gathered in cities across Canada and the United States to demand
that Western powers keep their hands off of Venezuela. The aim of the protests was not to express support
for Nicolas Maduro or any particular politician or political party in Venezuela. Rather, the protesters
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sought to defend the principle that Venezuela is a sovereign nation, and that its current economic and
political crisis should be resolved peacefully by the people of Venezuela, without economic or military
corrosion by external powers.” For full article please see: https://therealnews.com/stories/hands-offvenezuela-rallies-held-in-cities-around-the-world
For Video please see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtsLj6OtqV8
Gov. Newsom orders new DNA testing in Kevin Cooper’s 1983 quadruple murder case out of Chino
Hills By Beatriz E. Valenzuela - February 22, 2019
"Gov. Gavin Newsom issued an executive order Friday, Feb. 22, calling for new testing on DNA evidence in
the 35-year-old quadruple murder case in Chino Hills.
Kevin Cooper was convicted in the 1983 brutal slayings of Doug and Peggy Ryen, their 10-year-old
daughter Jessica and 11-year-old neighbor Christopher Hughes. Christopher was a friend of the Ryens’ 8year-old son Joshua. Joshua had his throat slashed in the attack but survived.
Former Gov. Jerry Brown ordered DNA testing in the case in December of last year. The items to be tested
in Newsom’s order are different from what Brown ordered.
Newsom’s order directs the testing of untested hairs collected from the victim’s hands at the crime scene,
blood evidence, fingernail scrapings from the victims and a green button. Last year, Brown ordered the
testing of a tan T-shirt and orange towel found near the scene and a hatchet handle and sheath.
“I take no position as to Mr. Cooper’s guilt or innocence at this time. Especially in cases where the
government seeks to impose the ultimate penalty of death, I need to be satisfied that all relevant evidence
is carefully and fairly examined,” Newsom’s executive order said.
Cooper’s legal team said the new testing will show he was framed.
“Our office, and particularly the surviving victim and the other victims’ surviving family members, are
disappointed with the Governor’s Order,” said San Bernardino County District Attorney Jason Anderson in
a statement. “Unfortunately, over time it seems the victims’ desire for justice in this case matters less and
less. This office did not feel any additional DNA testing should have been ordered for all the reasons we
outlined in our opposition papers over the past ten years.” Anderson went on to say he and his office
agreed with the jury’s original findings and that additional testing has confirmed Cooper as the murderer.
Evidence in the case was tested in 1983-84 and then DNA testing was used in 2002.
“Post-trial evidentiary hearings and previous additional DNA testing have all confirmed Mr. Cooper is
solely responsible for the murders of Douglas Ryen, Peggy Ryen, Jessica Ryen, Christopher Hughes, and the
attempted murder of Joshua Ryen,” Anderson said. “Prior DNA testing that Mr. Cooper sought, agreed to
and claimed would exonerate him have all confirmed Mr. Cooper’s guilt and that Mr. Cooper’s allegations of
evidence tampering were unfounded.”
DNA testing done in 2001 and 2002 did not exonerate Cooper. Instead prosecutors said it showed Cooper
was in the Ryens’ home at the time of the murders, that he smoked cigarettes in their station wagon after
he stole it, and that his blood and the blood of at least one victim was on a T-shirt found by the side of a
road leading away from the murders.
In April 1983, Cooper was convicted of burglary in Los Angeles County and sent to the California
Institution for Men in Chino. Less than two months later, he escaped from the prison and hid in a vacant
Chino Hills’ rental house located 150 yards from the Ryens’ home, according to prosecutors. He remained
at the house until the evening of June 4, 1983. The Ryens and Christopher were killed between June 4 and
5, 1983, prosecutors have said.
Cooper’s attorney, Norman Hile, contends investigators planted his client’s blood on the T-shirt. Hile said
more sensitive DNA testing would show who wore it. Cooper was scheduled for execution in 2004 but was
stayed, however his appeals have been rejected by both the California and U.S. supreme courts.
California hasn’t executed anyone since 2006.
The Associated Press contributed to this report." https://www.sgvtribune.com/2019/02/22/govnewsom-orders-new-dna-testing-in-kevin-coopers-1983-quadruple-murder-case-out-of-chino-hills/
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Khalida Jarrar freed from Israeli prison after 20 months of administrative detention 28 February
2019
Palestinian national leader, parliamentarian, feminist and leftist Khalida Jarrar was released from Israeli
prison early Thursday morning, 28 February 2019, after 20 months of imprisonment without charge or
trial under administrative detention. In an interview (video below with English subtitles) given
immediately after her release, Jarrar said that “the prisoners are an integral part of the Palestinian
people’s movement, and their message is always unity.”
She highlighted the conditions of Palestinian women prisoners as well as their role in the prisoners’
movement, urging attention to the conditions that they face in Damon prison after their transfer from
HaSharon prison.
Jarrar’s family was told that she would be released from the Jalameh checkpoint around 12 noon, but
instead she was released in the early morning at the Salem checkpoint west of Jenin. From there, she will
visit the gravesite of her father in Nablus, who died during her imprisonment. She will be received at the
Catholic Hall in Ramallah for a reception on Thursday night, to be followed by further receptions on Friday
and Saturday evenings." For full article please see:https://samidoun.net/2019/02/khalida-jarrar-freedfrom-israeli-prison-after-20-months-of-administrative-detention/
Update on Ramsey Orta, Man Who Filmed Eric Garner's Murder by NYPD
“Ramsey Orta filmed the killing of Eric Garner. The video traveled far, but it wouldn't get justice for his
dead friend. Instead, the NYPD would exact their revenge through targeted harassment and eventually
imprisonment — Orta's punishment for daring to show the world police brutality. Please see:
https://www.theverge.com/2019/3/13/18253848/eric-garner-footage-ramsey-orta-police-brutalitykilling-safety

Call for Art and Article Submissions: Knitting Together the Struggles
"What: A call for art and article submissions for the 2020 Certain Days: Freedom for Political Prisoners
Calendar.
Deadline: May 17, 2019
The Certain Days: Freedom for Political Prisoners Calendar collective (www.certaindays.org) is releasing
its 19th calendar this coming fall. The theme for 2020 is “Knitting Together the Struggles,” reflecting on the
ways that different movements and groups can work toward a common goal of liberation.
We are looking for 12 works of art and 12 short articles to feature in the calendar, which hangs in more
than 5,000 homes, workplaces, prison cells, and community spaces around the world.
We encourage contributors to submit both new and existing work. We especially seek submissions from
prisoners – please forward to any prison-based artists and writers.
THEME GUIDELINES
We often talk about the importance of “intersectionality” in our social justice work, but are we really
practicing it?
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We have been inspired by examples of organizing that reaches across borders, across generations, across
struggles. At the same time, we have seen groups confronted with major splits based on
miscommunication, privilege, competing needs, and incompatible visions.
How can we address these very significant challenges in working to build a better world, together? What
historical and current successes or missteps can we learn from? We would love to hear practical examples
of groups who are grappling with these ideas and making new connections.
Some topics that could be explored include:
Organizing across borders and in different geographical locations
Making connections across prison walls
Sustaining our fellow organizers as they move through different life phases and challenges
Supporting prisoners, and families of prisoners in their activism
The intersection of Indigenous and environmental struggles
Confronting privilege, racism, ableism, sexism, homophobia and transphobia in organizing circles
Bridging the gap between tactical campaigns and revolutionary change
Indigenous healing and other non-western health practices and projects
Examples of intergenerational groups and how they work together
Making tangible links between local and global struggles
FORMAT GUIDELINES
ARTICLES:
• 500 words max. If you submit a longer piece, we will have to edit for length.
• Poetry is also welcome but needs to be significantly shorter than 500 words to accommodate layout.
• Please include a suggested title.
ART:
1. The calendar is 11” tall by 8.5” wide, so art with a ‘portrait’ orientation is preferred. Some pieces may be
printed with a border, so it need not fit those dimensions exactly.
2. We are interested in a diversity of media (paintings, drawings, photographs, prints, computer-designed
graphics, collage, etc).
3. The calendar is printed in colour and we prefer colour images.
Due to time and space limitations, submissions may be lightly edited for clarity, with no change to the
original intent.
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
1. Send your submissions by May 17, 2019 to info @ certaindays.org.
2. ARTISTS: Please send images smaller than 10 MB. You can send a low-res file as a submission, but if
your piece is chosen, we will need a high-res version of it to print (600 dpi).
3. You may send as many submissions as you like. Chosen artists and authors will receive a free copy of the
calendar and promotional postcards. Because the calendar is a fundraiser, we cannot offer money to
contributors.
Prisoner submissions are due June 7, 2019 and can be mailed to:
Certain Days c/o
Burning Books
420 Connecticut Street
Buffalo, NY 14213
USA
Certain Days
c/o QPIRG Concordia
1455 de Maisonneuve Ouest
Montreal, QC
H3G 1M8
Canada
ABOUT THE CALENDAR The Certain Days: Freedom for Political Prisoners Calendar is a joint fundraising
and educational project between outside organizers in Montreal, Hamilton, New York and Baltimore, with
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two political prisoners being held in maximum-security prisons in New York State: David Gilbert and
Robert Seth Hayes. The initial project was suggested by Herman Bell, and has been shaped throughout the
process by all of our ideas, discussions, and analysis. All of the members of the outside collective are
involved in day-to-day organizing work other than the calendar, on issues ranging from refugee and
immigrant solidarity to community media to prisoner justice. We work from an anti-imperialist, antiracist, anti-capitalist, feminist, queer and trans positive position.
Last night in Berlin: The attack on Rasmea Odeh is an attack on Palestine
"Following a frenzied campaign of harassment by pro-apartheid journalists, the Israeli ambassador and
the U.S. ambassador to Germany (infamous for his connection to far-right groups), Berlin officials declared
on Friday night, 15 March, that Palestinian former prisoner and renowned activist Rasmea Odeh's visa
would be cancelled and that she was prohibited from political activity.
International solidarity is critical at this time. Please send statements of support for Rasmea Odeh to
samidoun@samidoun.net." For full article Please see "https://samidoun.net/2019/03/last-night-inberlin-the-attack-on-rasmea-odeh-is-an-attack-on-palestine/
No Charges in Police Killing of Stephon Clark
“From The Marshall Project
No charges against the California cops who shot Stephon Clark. Sacramento County prosecutors said
Saturday that they would not indict the two police officers who fired at Clark last March after they mistook
his phone for a gun. Officials called the shooting a “tragedy” but said the officers “acted lawfully” because
they feared for their lives. SACRAMENTO BEE The state’s attorney general also is investigating the
shooting, which helped fuel new police transparency rules in the state. LOS ANGELES TIMES More: Shame
on the DA, says the victim’s mother. KCRA.”

Save the Date! Freedom Archives - 20 years of preserving the past, illuminating the present and
shaping the future!!

“Music, raffle, culture and a look back at 20 years of preserving the past, illuminating the present and
shaping the future!! More information to come.”
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NEWS N' DA HOOD: ADD SOME SUBSTANCE INTO WOMYN'S MONTH 2019 BY SUPPORTING THESE
(6) COURAGEOUS FREEDOM FIGHTERS... Patricia Okoumou, Joy Powell, Janet Africa, Janine Africa,
Ana Montes & Nina Franco

SAVE THE DATE!
HELP PACK THE MANHATTAN FEDERAL COURT ON TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2019 & TELL BOTH THE
FEDERAL JUDGE & THE FEDERAL PROSECUTOR TO....
KEEP PATRICIA OKOUMOU "FREE"
Pack the courtroom at 8:00 a.m. on March 19th, 500 Pearl Street Southern District Court of Manhattan!
To Demand No jail time for Patricia Okoumou!
Why is this important?
“Therèse Patricia Okoumou was found guilty at her trial on December 17th of three federal
misdemeanors: trespassing, disorderly conduct
and interference with government agency functions.
Despite the real prospect of spending 18 months in prison, “We stand on the right side of history. I am not
discouraged,” Patricia said after being sentenced. Our Lady Liberty remains steadfast in her mission to
continue campaigning against the immoral and inhumane family separation policies of the Trump
administration. Since Patricia's trial, new information has revealed that the extent of the Trump
Administration's outrageous “zero tolerance” policy, which it has consistently LIED to the court and the
American people about, is even worse than previously known.
The federal government has ripped apart tender-aged children from nursing mothers. It has flown
thousands of young children across the country away from their families and placed them in cages.
Some of The Children are being forcibly drugged and others sexually molested in internment camps. There
have been deaths of asylum seekers, as young as 7 years old, under the care and custody of border patrol
agents and Immigration and Custom Enforcement (ICE).
As part of our basic right to protest, outlined in the constitution, Patricia climbed the Statue of Liberty to
increase awareness of this injustice, and we all need to stand in solidarity with her in order to help raise
the peoples consciousness about these atrocities.”

International Women's Day Political Prisoner Card Writing Dinner

WHAT: Political Prisoner Letter-Writing Dinner WHEN: 7pm sharp, Tuesday, March 19th, 2019
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WHERE: The Base – 1302 Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn, New York 11221
NOTE: The Base is on the ground floor, is wheelchair accessible, and has a gender neutral toilet.
COST: Free
With International Women’s Day having just passed, it is important to acknowledge the often forgotten
radical history of the day itself, steeped in the political action and uprisings from anticapitalist women
in the early 1900’s. The histories of the day itself, the participation of women in all revolutionary and
radical struggles, and how the State incarcerates women are constantly being whitewashed. With fighting
that tendency in mind, NYC ABC will be writing cards to six political prisoners at this Tuesday’s letter
writing dinner.
Please join us to hear about and write to Janet Africa (MOVE), Janine
Africa (MOVE), Red Fawn Fallis (Standing Rock water protector), Nina
Droz Franco (Puerto Rico liberationist), Chelsea Manning (Grand Jury
resister), Rev. Joy Powell (anti-police violence organizer), and Reality
Winner (whistleblower).
If for whatever reason you cannot join us, we hope you will still write
to them:
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Janet Holloway Africa #OO6308
SCI Cambridge Springs
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
Smart Communications/PA DOC
Janine Phillips Africa #OO6309
SCI Cambridge Springs
Post Office Box 33028
St Petersburg, Florida 33733
Red Fawn Fallis #16358-059
FMC Carswell
Post Office Box 27137
Fort Worth, Texas 76127
Nina Droz Franco #50427-069
FCI Tallahassee
501 Capital Circle, NE
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
Chelsea Elizabeth Manning #AO181426
William G. Truesdale Adult Detention Center
2001 Mill Road
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Reverend Joy Powell #07-G-0632
Bedford Hills Correctional Facility
Post Office Box 1000
Bedford Hills, New York 10507-2499
Reality Winner #22056-021
FMC Carswell
Post Office Box 27137
Fort Worth, Texas 76127
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The deal, as always, is that you come bringing only yourself (and your friends and comrades), and we
provide you with a delicious vegan meal, information about the prisoners as well as all of the letterwriting materials and prisoner-letter-writing info you could ever want to use in one evening. In return,
you write a thoughtful letter to a political prisoner or prisoner of war of your choosing or, better yet, keep
up a long-term correspondence. We’ll also provide some brief updates and pass around birthday cards for
the PP/POWs whose birthdays fall in the next two weeks thanks to the PP/POW Birthday Calendar.
https://nycabc.wordpress.com/2019/03/14/women2019
Militant March & Rally in San Francisco Demands “Hands Off Venezuela!”
"Denouncing U.S. imperialism and expressing solidarity with the Venezuelan people, 250 people rallied
and marched in downtown San Francisco on Saturday, March 9.
The opening rally at UN Plaza/Civic Center was addressed by speakers from a wide range of organization,
including Third World Resistance, All-African People’s Revolutionary Party, Code Pink - Women for Peace,
Center for Political Education, Committee in Solidarity w/People of El Salvador, Cuba & Venezuela
Solidarity Committee, Democratic Socialists of America - East Bay, LAGAI Queer Liberation, Progressive
Democrats of America - SF, Green Party, Task Force on the Americas, Anakbayan - Silicon Valley, Serve the
People - San Jose, Juventud del FSLN, and Party for Socialism and Liberation.
The demonstration was organized by the SF Bay Area chapter of the ANSWER Coalition.

Following the rally, a spirited march down Market Street, San Francisco’s main avenue, concluded at the
Powell and Market cable car turnaround, where speakers denounced U.S. intervention in Latin America
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and vast military spending at a time when tens of millions suffer from lack of healthcare, housing and
other necessities. Hundreds of homeless people live in the area.
Speakers repeatedly stressed the importance of mass mobilization and particularly the National March on
the White House on March 16, calling for “U.S. Hands Off Venezuela,” initiated by the ANSWER Coalition
and endorsed by hundreds of organizations and individuals.
Please make an urgently needed donation to support the movement for solidarity with Venezuela and
against U.S. intervention in Latin America."
Donate here: https://www.answercoalition.org/sf_donate?
utm_campaign=20190312_venezuela_follow_up&utm_medium=email&utm_source=answercoalition
NEW YORK, NEW YORK: Celebrate International Women's Month... Come Out On This Saturday
Evening & Hear Directly From Revolutionary Sisters Of The Cuban Women’s Federation!
CUBA SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

• Teresa Amarelle, FMC General Secretary, Cuba Council of State Member, Deputy in National Assembly of
People’s Power.
• Yanira Kúper, FMC International Relations Director.
• Alicia Campos, Women’s International Democratic Federation, Coordinator for Latin America.
• Gretel Marante, FMC National Office.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2019, @ The People’s Forum 320 W. 37th St. (between 8th and 9th Avenues in
Manhattan) Reception: 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm, Program: 7:00 - 9:00 pm, for more information (917) 8878710

Leonard Peltier Transfer Denied

“On Monday March 4th, 2019 Leonard Peltier was advised that his request for a transfer had been
unceremoniously denied by the United States Bureau of Prisons.
The International Leonard Peltier Defense Committee appreciates and thanks the large number of his
supporters who took the time to write, call, email, or fax the BOP in support of Leonard’s request for a
transfer. Those of us who have been supporting Leonard’s freedom for a number of years are disappointed
but resolute to continue pushing for his freedom and until that day, to continue to push for his transfer to
be closer to his relatives and the Indigenous Nations who support him.
44 years is too damn long for an innocent man to be locked up. How can his co-defendants be innocent on
the grounds of self-defense but Leonard remains in prison? The time is now for all of us to dig deep and do
what we can and what we must to secure freedom for Leonard Peltier before it’s too late.
We need the support of all of you now, more than ever. The ILPDC plans to appeal this denial of his transfer
to be closer to his family. We plan to demand he receive appropriate medical care, and to continue to
uncover and utilize every legal mechanism to secure his release. To do these things we need money to
support the legal work.

Please call the ILPDC National office or email us for a copy of the postcard you can send to the White
House. We need your help to ask President Trump for Leonard's freedom.” Please Donate here:
https://www.whoisleonardpeltier.info/donate-now/#overlay-10582
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FINAL REMINDER: THE BLACK PANTHERS SPEAK.....
ERICKA HUGGINS & BARBARA EASLEY-COX ON "THE HISTORY AND CONTINUED RELEVANCE OF THE
BLACK PANTHER PARTY" - THURSDAY, MARCH 14TH IN SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
THE BLACK PANTHERS SPEAK.....
ERICKA HUGGINS & BARBARA EASLEY-COX ON: "THE HISTORY AND CONTINUED RELEVANCE OF THE
BLACK PANTHER PARTY"
BARBARA EASLEY-COX & ERICKA HUGGINS IN CONVERSATION WITH DEWEY CRUMPLER
“THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 2019, 6:00PM Osher Lecture Hall 800 Chestnut Street, San Francisco, CA 94133
Presented in conjunction with Vanguard Revisited: Poetic Politics & Black Futures
Presented in conjunction with the exhibition Vanguard Revisited: Poetic Politics & Black Futures, SFAI is
thrilled to host Barbara Easley-Cox and Ericka Huggins in conversation with faculty member Dewey
Crumpler to discuss the Black Panther Party and its continuing relevance. The Black Panther Party’s
multifaceted approach to community activism, together with strong political education campaigns,
coalitions with local and national organizations, and international relationships built from legacies of
organizing within Black communities, created a template for decades of organizing to come. Barbara
Easley-Cox and Ericka Huggins worked both locally and internationally for the Black Panther Party and
their work continues to be foundational in leading a culture of resistance.
Barbara Easley-Cox is a civil rights activist, teacher, and advocate for literacy. She joined the Black
Panthers Party in 1967, led the San Francisco branch with her husband and later worked in the New York
and Philadelphia chapters. She participated in the Free Breakfast for Children Program, collected apparel
for the Free Clothing Program, and aided in other survival programs hosted by the Party. Easley-Cox
traveled around the world, spreading chapters and involvement of the Black Panther Party to Algeria and
Germany alongside well known Panther Kathleen Cleaver. She continues working as an advocate for
community development, poverty, and social justice.
Ericka Huggins is a human rights activist, poet, educator, Black Panther leader and former political
prisoner. She has lectured throughout the United States and internationally. In 1968, at age 18, she became
a leader in the Los Angeles chapter of the Black Panther Party with her husband John Huggins. As a result
of her 14-year tenure as a leader of the Black Panther Party (the longest of any woman in leadership), she
brings a unique, complete and honest perspective to the challenges and successes of the Black Panther
Party and, its significance today.”
For Immediate Release: Ohio Fails to Reverse Improper Communication Restriction for Prison
Strike Leader. CONTACT: Ben Turk WEBSITE: LucasvilleAmnesty.org
"Columbus, OH- Last fall the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC) put prisoner-rights
activist Siddique Abdullah Hasan on severe communication restrictions in a Serious Misconduct Panel
(SMP) hearing that included a number of clear irregularities and violations of due process.
Hasan filed appeals of the decision, and attorneys Staughton and Alice Lynd and other supporters tried to
rouse the Inspector General to review the decision and process. Neither the ODRC nor the Inspector
General (who is tasked with “investigat[ing] the management and operation of state agencies”) have
replied to these appeals or requests.
The SMP recommendation suspended Hasan from phone and Jpay (email) access for one year, from August
14, 2018 to August 13, 2019. The warden at Ohio State Penitentiary, where Hasan has been held since it
opened in 1996, has the authority to reduce this suspension every 3 months after a review of good
behavior and no further rule violations. No such review has occurred.
At the time of the restriction a number of Hasan’s visitors were permanently banned from visiting Ohio
prisons, on the basis of sending Hasan letters about the nationwide prison strike or raising donations to
support Hasan’s efforts on behalf of prisoners and fighting his own death penalty conviction.
Hasan has been held in solitary confinement since 1996, he’s led multiple hunger strikes and protests at
Ohio State Penitentiary (OSP) and been a spokesperson for nationwide prisoner rights protest movements
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and strikes. In 1993 he was convicted based only on unreliable informant testimony of charges related to
the Lucasville Uprising, an 11 day siege at the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility (SOCF).
The SMP decision and Hasan’s appeal can be found online
here":http://www.lucasvilleamnesty.org/2018/08/imam-hasans-serious-misconduct-panel.html
It’s Still Open: Will the Guantánamo Bay Prison Become a 2020 Issue?
Elise Swain - March 3, 2019
"Barack Obama campaigned on the promise to close the Pentagon-operated prison at Guantánamo Bay.
Donald Trump, on the other hand, campaigned to fill the prison base back up.
From the January day 17 years ago when the first prisoners arrived until today, two things have remained
remarkably consistent: The prison at Guantánamo Bay remains open and reporter Carol Rosenberg has
been covering it. “If you’re asking how Guantánamo ends,” Rosenberg told Intercepted this week, “I have
no idea.”
“If you’re asking how Guantánamo ends, I have no idea.”
Rosenberg was covering Guantánamo since Bill Clinton was in the White House, before Bush-era Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld’s “unlawful combatants” ever set foot in the camp. And she was there for that
too: Rosenberg watched as the first 20 nameless men arrived. “If you close your eyes and imagine a photo
of 20 men on their knees in orange jumpsuits with blinders on their face, that’s a picture taken the first
day by a Navy combat cameraman of the first 20 men in,” Rosenberg said.
In the 17 long years since the naval base was used to detain prisoners merely suspected of having
something to do with anti-American terrorism, 780 men have passed through its walls. Today, 40 men
remain. Some of those men — like Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, or KSM, the alleged mastermind of the 9/11
attacks — first went through a secret CIA-operated outpost within the military base, known as a black
site." For full article please see: https://theintercept.com/2019/03/03/guantanamo-bay-carolrosenberg-intercepted/

In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela Campaign
Jericho is spearheading the “In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela” campaign proposed by political prisoner and
co-founder of the National Jericho Movement Jalil Abdul Muntaqim. This initiative appeals to the
international community, including the International Commission of Jurists, to call for special hearings
within the United Nations to review the cases of Political Prisoners.
Several meetings have already occurred in collaboration with interested others, and much headway is
being made regarding organizing efforts. The campaign "In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela” met in NYC on
on February 9th and March 9th. For April's meeting please contact: nycjericho@gmail.com if you are
interested in becoming involved. We invite you to support this initiative. Everyone is encouraged to
check out the website http://spiritofmandela.org
“Set your calendars now: The International Tribunal on U.S. Human Rights Violations and Political
Prisoners (ITUSHRPP) is set to take place in October 2021. We intend to document, in detailed
evidentiary form and utilizing all available contemporary human rights precedents, the gross violations
faced by colonized people and those who have defended basic self determination principles. But this will
not be a narrow or dry legalistic affair. This people’s Tribunal is designed to both educate and mobilize, so
renewed fight back movements can emerge and be strengthened. We are aware that we stand on
formidable shoulders.
In the 1940’s, W.E.B. DuBois first petitioned the newly-formed United Nations regarding the rights of U.S.born people of African descent; in the 1950’s Paul Robeson was one of a number who “Charged Genocide”
against the U.S. government to the global body. Minister Malcolm X’s formation in 1964 of the
Organization of Afro-American Unity was part of a direct campaign to put the case of “the 22 million Black
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people who are the victims of Americanism” before the Organization of African Unity and the U.N. On
Human Rights Day 1978, attorney Lennox Hinds— working on behalf of the National Conference of Black
Lawyers, the Commission for Racial Justice of the United Church of Christ, and the National Alliance
Against Racism—petitioned the UN’s Human Rights Commission, resulting in a team of seven
international jurists investigating cases of gross violations pertaining to U.S. political prisoners.
Throughout the 1980’s and 1990’s, Dr. Luis Nieves Falcon and a wide array of petitioners held a variety of
Tribunals in Europe, the U.S., and Puerto Rico, with verdicts indicating further abuses of the
U.S. prison, police, political, and military systems. And in 2014, the UN Human Rights Committee issued a
report criticizing the U.S. for 25 distinct violations of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. We are aware that the people’s voice—including the voices of our long-incarcerated elders—
must be heard.
Mutulu Shakur asserted the need for a U.S. process of truth and reconciliation, and many have begun to
discuss and implement grassroots forum for truth-telling, where witnesses listen and reflect upon voices
“from the margins” to organize for an end to structural and militarized state violence. Jalil Muntaqim has
called for campaigns “in the spirit of Mandela,” where the international social and political context which
helped revise the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners in 2015 be utilized in the case
of those incarcerated in the U.S. Our International Tribunal will call for testimony from both sides of the
wall, both on issues of the torturous conditions of political imprisonment and on the root colonial and neocolonial conditions and repression which inevitably lead to growing numbers of political prisoners. We
will not separate the work to free our prisoners with the work to free the land, and for ultimate liberation
of all."
As we continue to launch the In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela, Bring Back the International Jurists Campaign, we
are providing links to some important documents. One of these is the United Nations Mandela Rules,
unanimously passed by the Security Counsel in December of 2015. Another important document is Jalil
Muntaqim's essay regarding the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the
International Jurists. Please see links and Docs at: http://www.freejalil.com/2017juristsUN.html also in
German!! Click here to read the Report of International Jurists—Visit with Human Rights Petitioners in the
United States, August 3-20, 1979.
Political Prisoner/Prisoner of War, Jalil Muntaqim states in his blog “recently the Jericho Amnesty Movement
embarked on a new national and international campaign to persuade the U.N. International Jurists to initiate a
formal investigation on human rights abuses of U.S. political prisoners. To further demand the U.S. Corporate
Government implement the U.N. Minimum Standards on the Treatment of Prisoners, and for the immediate
release of our political prisoners. This especially calls for the release of those with COINTELPRO convictions
who have languished in prison for 30 to 50 years. These political prisoners were contemporaries of Nelson
Mandela; when he was fighting against Apartheid in South Afrika, they were fighting against Jim Crow
segregation and second-class citizenship in the U.S. This Jericho campaign motto is “In the Spirit of Nelson
Mandela” and activists across the country are urged to join and support in whatever way they are able in
political solidarity toward the building of the National Coalition for the Human Rights of Political Prisoners”.
(http://www.freejalil.com/blog47.html).
Please read our invitation below and contact us if you are interested in endorsing, sponsoring or
otherwise becoming involved in “The Spirit of Nelson Mandela” initiative.
“Greetings of Peace!

“It is said that no one truly knows a nation until one has been inside its jails. A nation should not be judged
by how it treats its highest citizens, but its lowest ones.” —Nelson Mandela
The IN THE SPIRIT OF NELSON MANDELA COALITION invites you to join our campaign to develop an
International Coalition to acknowledge, recognize and push for the release of US held Political Prisoners. The
conditions under which US political prisoners are forced to live and the length of their sentences violates
international law and the UN Nelson Mandela Rules. In December 2015, the United Nations General Assembly
adopted its landmark resolution 70/175 entitled “United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment
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of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules”) (https://www.penalreform.org/priorities/prisonconditions/standard-minimum-rules/). These Rules condemn the United States’ policies and practices of
punitive solitary confinement, medical neglect and long term solitary confinement. This particular international
initiative stems from a call from Political Prisoner and co-founder of the National Jericho Movement to Free All
Political Prisoners, Jalil Abdul Muntaqim. Although efforts to present our issues in the international arena
certainly aren’t new—Malcolm X urged such in the 1960s—this Initiative begins with a much needed renewed
energy, focus and commitment.
While constantly organizing and soliciting endorsers and sponsors, our first campaign objective was to contact
the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) (https://www.icj.org) to initiate a formal investigation into the
holding of Political Prisoners in the United States. Representatives from the ICJ had come to the United States
before in 1979 to visit Political prisoners Sundiata Acoli and Ed Poindexter. Some forty years later these
prisoners still remain in prison. Ultimately, we hope to use this investigation to bring the following results:
•

Generate international awareness and attention

•

Implore the United Nation to convene a Truth and Reconciliation Tribunal to explore, expose and address
the social, economic and political historic conditions of people of color, and particularly black people in the
United States, revolutionaries and movement organizations that struggle against these conditions, and the
government’s brutal and illegal response to those organizations and people resulting in the deaths and
incarcerations of hundreds

•

Build political and legal pressure to call for the release of Political Prisoners

We realize that we have a difficult job ahead, but the more national and international solidarity we garner, the
greater the chances for victory. We hope you will join the campaign by 1. Agreeing to support by clearly identifying your organization and contact person;
2. Providing your accurate email and phone number (We will keep you informed of developments of this
initiative); and
3. Partaking of the unique experience of collectively brain storming strategies to bring this struggle to the
international arena and to the United Nations.
Your input is valued at any level.
In solidarity,
The National Jericho Movement
In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela Coalition”

FREE ALL U.S. HELD POLITICAL PRISONERS!!!
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Moving Forward
As we move towards accomplishing our goals, we seek to continue to form new alliances, to help build a more
unified front both nationally and internationally. We look forward to expanding our scope of services as well as
increasing our dedicated members, especially reaching out to the youth to carry on the torch of justice for not
only our beloved freedom fighter's who are now elders still in these dungeons , but also for those Political
Prisoner's who are to come in the future-and surely they will, given the escalating oppression and fascism that
is swiftly seeping through every “right” in this country. Unless a sudden change permeates the power
structures, the number of political prisoner's will grow. COINTELPRO is still alive and running many missives
in which to entrap those who oppose the tyrannical, oppressive & racism regime. In the many decades of their
operations they have become even more cunning and sophisticated. Our hope is to unify the people who truly
want to move forward towards a better future for all, not just some-and to use the power of unified numbers to
stand as strong as a spider web against those who have chosen a destructive path to abolish human rights .
As our Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War are aging and too many have already died behind these dungeon
walls, it is imperative that we as a collective, continue to go even harder in the quest for their freedom. They
have been waiting patiently... for 30, 40, 50 years. “For to be free is not merely to cast off one's chains, but to live
in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of others.”―Nelson Mandela
As Jericho has withstood many obstacles in the past 20 years, we are still here, and we will not fall back. We are
relentless in bringing our beloved freedom fighters home.

Gratitude and Appreciation
It is with great gratitude that we express our sincere appreciation to you-our supporters. Without your
help, we could not accomplish all that we do for our Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War. From helping
their families visit them, to assisting with legal and medical needs, to putting monies in their commissary
as well as providing forums wherein we can hold events to educate others about our Political
Prisoners/Prisoner's of War, your support helps make this possible. We know it, and our Political
Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War know it as well. There is power in the people, and this is where their
freedom lies.
It is because of people such as yourselves, who so graciously give of your time, your donations as well as
your thoughts towards this cause that brings us closer to the day when we can finally say-They are Home
at Last....Can you imagine? After sacrificing for the community-the community is the one who brings them
home. After languishing in a steel dungeon waiting for freedom for decades, when that door finally swings
open and they finally step into their families arms for good, it will be a powerful day indeed.
We are all links that join together as one. No act, no deed is too small. Together we are strong, powerful.
We just have to keep going-as they did back in the days when they were fighting the same old oppressive,
racist regime.
“Freedom can never be taken for granted. Each generation must safeguard it and extend it. Your parents
and elders sacrificed much so that you should have freedom without suffering what they did. Use this
precious right to ensure that the darkness of the past never return.”―Nelson Mandela.
Thank you-for safeguarding and extending the fight for justice, freedom and human rights. There is a light
down the way, it is called our children's eyes. May they know a better world.
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As you know, the obstacles to helping free our political prisoners are immense. It is to challenge the super
power and its many facets. It is to fight repression through education, organizing, mobilizing, and creating
a movement that embraces freedom and dignity for all people and freedom for all political prisoners.
Your financial support at this time is needed for Jericho’s continued work and effectiveness.
If you cannot support financially, please do continue to read our newsletters, share them widely, tell others
about our Political Prisoner's/Prisoner's of War-volunteer to help us if you can, for everything matters and
no sincere deed is left unnoticed. We are the ones, for a prisoner's options are limited, we have the key, we
just have to figure out together, how to unlock those doors.
Free all Political Prisoners!
In struggle and gratitude, The National Jericho Movement

Your Generous Contributions Help us Provide Real Support to our Political Prisoners!
___ $25 ___ $50 ___$75 ___$100___$250 ___$ Other___
There are two ways to make a donation:
Please make non-deductible donations to:
National Jericho Treasury
Mail to: "Jericho Treasury/Michael Alston"
Ashanti Alston
162 Miller Ave
Providence, R.I. 02905

For tax deductible receipt, send donations to:
Alliance for Global Justice
Subject Line: Jericho
Mail to:
Elane Spivak Rodriguez
Alliance for Global Justice
225 E. 26th Street, Suite 1
Tuscon, Arizona 85713

Or Visit our website at: http://www.thejerichomovement.com/donate and click our “donate” button.
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